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An ExnoRTATION to the INHABITANTS of 
 SOUTH-CAROLINA, &c. _ 
My Friends and Neighbours, 


1 I FTER an Abſence of near fix Years from this Pro- yo 
8 De vince. (my native Country) and my Arrival among k 


ROY 


vou, I have beheld the Faces of many of the Inhabi- 
i wr tants whom I have known, and been known to, ſome 
Di Vears: But the Novelty of my religious Sentiments, 
and Meanneſs of my Appearance, has, I find, render d 
e deſpicable in your Eyes; which has been obvious, when a Few 
f us, called Quakers, have met to worſhip, the Supreme Being in a 
anner agreeable to the. beſt of our; Underſtanding and Knowledge: 
ind tho' ſome perhaps may ſtile our Principles and Tenets by the. 
ard Name of Here, and our Mode or Manner of Worſhip, redicu- 
dus or abſurd ; nevertheleſs, we are humbly of Opinion, they are 
ither unſcriptural nor unc hriſtian, having, as we think, the Sanction kl 
d Authority of our Loxp Himſelf, the Example of primitive e- "1 
vers, and right Reaſon on our Side. | : 


But notwithſtanding, as I have noted, that I have ſuffered your 
idicule and Reproach, as I am conſcious it is for no other than 
bedience to the Will of my Heavenly Maſter, whoſe I am, and | 
hom I ſerve, I am willing to become more vile in your Eyes; 
ich, it is more than probable, I ſhall- appear, when. I expoſe the 
lowing Lines to your Obſervation and Cenſure. I would not have 
Ju imagine that any Conſideration, leſs than his Favour, could have 
evailed with me to have appeared thus publickly in Print, or other- 
ſe; for could I, with any Eaſe to my own Mind, have evaded 
s, or been excuſed from returning to this Place (as I apprehended 
was required of me by the Almighty) you had never beheld my 
ce in the Province, much leſs any Performance of this Sort in, 
blick. I am not inſenſible, that the Reaſon I have offered for 
ting, as well as the Subject itſelf, may probably be conſider'd as 
Production of a diſtemyer'd and enthuſiaſtick Brain; as it is 
ible, on ſuch a novel and uncommon Occaſion, as a Woman's 
dearing on the Behalf of Gop and Religion, you may (as others - 
e done in the like Circumſtances) be induced to conſider ſuch an 
under ſome unaccountable Deluſion, or affected with religious 
dneſo; and more eſpecially, as the Things recommended to 5 
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Any Perſon who deſires to be informed of the Principles of the Quaters, i 
red to Rabert Barclay's Apology, ſince I find we are oftentimes condemn'd un- 
». But be that anfwereth a Matter Lefore be heareth tt, it is Folly ang Shame 
bim, Prov. xviii. 13. The Apology may be had at Luke Hynae's, in Georges 
» Grace-Church-Sireet, London. | 
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Conſideration, are offer d by a ſimple Female of your own Country: 
Some, in this Caſe, I expect, will afford me a Smile of Contempt, 
while others (acted by a more generous Paſſion) pity , my. Folly, and 
kindly wiſh me a Return of my Senſes: But however this may be, I 
| have confidered, that from the earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity, and in- 
deed in all preceeding Time, thoſe who refuſed to conform to the 
Uſage and wicked Cuſtoms. of the Age, and lived a Self- deny ing 
Life, Their Lives were counted Madneſs by the World, and their 
„End to be without Honour: Not conſidering that religious 
Minds deſpiſe and contemn all worldly Honour, and earthly Prefer- 
ment, ſeeking that only which comes from Gov, and which He is 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh thoſe by, who honour Him (by walking in 
Conformity to his Laws and Precepts) as He Himſelf declares, *T hoſe 
. who honour me, 1 will honour ; but thofe who deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly 
efteemed. _ | : fg 
* before I proceed to what the Title- page mentions, I ſhall pre- 
miſe one p- on which all I have to offer, will greatly de- 
pend, wiz. That all Mankind have a Meaſure and Mani feſtation of the 
Light, Spirit, or Grace of God, given them to profit withal. This 
Doctrine of the . univerſal Extent of the Grace of Gop, the People 
called Puakers, hold in a peculiar Manner, and are diſtinguiſhed by, 
from ſome other diſſenting Sets, who generally limit Gop's Gifts of 
his Holy Spirit, or ſaving Means, to what they call Th Ele; and 
aſſert,” that the reſt of Mankind are (as they term it) paſſed by, or 
denied the Means of Salvation, being predeſtinated from all Eter- 
nity to Deſtructioun. | | 
However, we ſay that this Gift of the Holy Spirit, or Grace o 
Gov, is beſtowed on all Mankind without Exception, agreeable to 
the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Paul; The Grace of Cob, which brings 
Salvation, hath appeared to all Men, teaching us, that denying Ungod. 
lineſs, and the World's' Lufts, aue ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly an! 
godly in this preſent World. But tho' all Men have received this Ta 
lent of Grace, or Manifeſtation of the Spirit of CnhxIST, all are not 
ſaved, as Men may rebel againſt, or quench the Spirit; and, by fru 
ſtrating its Motions, render it ineffectual. Under the Law it is ſaid 
The Almigh'y gave of bis good Spirit to the Jews to inſtruct them, þ 
they rebelled againſt it, Nehemiah ix. 20. And the Prophet J/aial 
alſo tells us, They rebelled, and vexed Gop's Holy Spirit. And, unde 
the Goſpel, the Apoſtle PAul cautions the Theſſalonians againſt guenc 
ing the Spirit, or extinguiſhing the Light, and hindering the conſun 
ing Force, that 1 Sin and Iniquity in the Heart. 
Thus, according to the Teſtimony I have offered, and many 
might produce, all Men have received a Proportion of Light a 
© Grace, but all have not obey'd its Leadings; all have heard, but: 
have not obey'd: However, this internal Monitor or Director, 
ready on all Occaſions (if we will apply to it for Knowledge ai 
Help) to inſtruct us in our Duty, and aſſiſt us in overcoming t! 


To refute the Doctrine of Pred:/tination, read Doctor Whitby on the N 
Tamer“; ane his Diſcourſes on the Free Controyrted Pois. 
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Temptations of che great Ae of our Soul's Happineſs; but we 


muſt diligently attend to its Voice, and not only hear, but obey its 


Inſtructiens, that our Souls may live. 

But ſome have ſaid to me, Ve grant that Chriflians ought to * 
agreeable to the Difates of the Spirit of CarisT ; but the Quakers 
make the Guidance and Direction o/ the Spirit mary i in trivial and in- 


different Matters ; nay, ſometimes they offer its Dictates as a Reaſon for 


4 


may Things accounted by us irrational and abſurd.— anſwer; With , | 


| rence to our Duty and Obedience to the Almighty, I conſider 
no Action indifferent; every Thing of this Nature muſt tend to ſome 


Purpoſe, good or evil: And 'tis upon this Conſideration that we ex- 


tend the Doctrine of the Croſs, Self denial, and perfect Obedience to 


the Precepts of ChxISπ, farther than the Generality of thoſe who. 

profeſs the Chriſtian Name: And I take this Occaſion to ſay, my 
rincipal Errand among you, is to recommend, as far as I am ena- 
led, theſe Chriſtian Doctrines; ſince our Loxo Himſelf poſitively , 

declares, That unleſs we take up a daily Croſs, (to our corrupt Wills 


and Affections) we cannot be his Diſciples : And farther, to adviſe you. 


to a ſtrict Adherence to the Light or Grace of Gov in your own” 


- Conſciences or Underſtandings, as unto à more /ure Word of Prophecy, 
or perfect Director; whereunto you will do well to take Heed, as unto, , 


4 Light ſhining in a dark Place: For the. Nations of them that are 


ſaved, muſt walk in this Light of the Logo. - 


But it may be objected, That many of the People called Qpalert, 
have anciently bore Teſtimony to thoſe Doctrines, and continue ſo to 


do; then what Need of my feeble Teſtimony or Evidence?” "Ti. 


true that numerous Pens have been employed, and many earneſt En- 
deavours, and fervent Defires of this People, to recommend and pro- 
pagate (as far as they are enabled by divine Aſſiſtance) thoſe Chri- 


lian Doctrines, which they have proved by their owh happy Experi- 


ence to be ſo beneficial and advantageous to themſelves; and being. 
thro' Grace made Partakers of that Charity or Love, which is the, 
Bond of Perfection, and the Characteriſtick of à genuine and real 
Chriſtian ; theſe, I ſay, by this Goſpel Love, are excited to wiſh well. 
to all Mankind, and, as much as in them lies, they endeavour to- 
ſerve one another in it, as the Apoſtle exhorts, Gal. v. 13., And. 
their frequent Supplications aſcend to the moſt High, on Behalf of 
Mankind in general, that all People may come to the Knowledge of 
the Truth, as it is in Jesvs, and be ſaved. And when our Hearts 


'are thus enlarged, both to Gop, and one towards another, then are, 


our Mouths opened to declare of his wonderful Works to the Chil- 
dren of Men, and ſhew forth his mighty Acts, which he is able and 
ready to perform, by the powerful Operation of his Holy Spirit in 


our Hearts, in ſubduing every evil and inordinate Defire and Affec- 


tion, and bringing them under his Government, and into Subjection 
to his divine Wil}; and by ſpeaking well of his great Name, to in- 


; Sin 


vite and encourage others to come, taſte and ſee that the Lord ii: 
good, and to partake of his Offer of great Wente, no leſs than te 
e of the Soul (by 1 Cuz1sr) from the Bondage of 
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Sin and Satan. And indeed the Peace that flows from, and the Pro- 
miſes annexed to, a perfect Obedience to the righteous Laws of 


God, are ſufficient Inducements to excite us to a godly, righteous, 
and Self-denying Life; for as the royal P/al/mift greatly experienced 
formerly, ſo we at this Day experience, and ſubſcribe to this Truth, 

- Fhat in keeping the Commandments of God there is great Reward ; 
and that great Peace have they who love his Law, and nothing ſhall 


offend them: For He ſpeals Peace to his People, and to bis Saints; but 
bet them not turn again to Folly, Pſalm Ixxxv. 8. And the Lorp will 


' erdain Peace for the Righteous, for the Effet of Righteouſneſs is Peace 
and Aſſurance for ever, Iſaiah xxxii. 17. 


© Agreeable to this our Loxp tells his Diſciples, My Peace I leave 
evith you, my Peace I give unto you; not as the World giveth, but a 
Peace which paſſeth the Underſtanding of the carnal Man. And the 
Apoſtle Paul, to encourage and excite the Romans to the Obedience 


of the Faith deliver'd, and a patient Continuance in Well-doing, tells 


them, Their Reward ſhould be, Glory, Honour and Peace, to every 


Mas that worketh Good, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gentile, 


Rom. ii. 10. | 
- But, on the contrary, that thoſe who are contentious, and do not 


- obey the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Their Portion will be 


Tidignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon every Soul of 


© Man that doth Evil—as there is no Peace to the Wicked; for what 


have they to do with Peace, ſo long as they continue in Diſobedi- 


ente? Indeed the Wicked may, as they often do, cry Peace to them- 
_ ſelves; when there is no Peace, or at leaſt not a ſolid one; as a real 
and ſubſtantial Peace and Happineſs, can only reſult from an Acquain- 

' tance with God, and · the Teltimony of a good Conſcience : But a 


falſe and polluted Reſt and Peace, which many are erecting to them- 


ſielves, will deſtroy them with a ſore Deſtruction, without timely Re- 


pentance ad Amendment of Life; for in/tead of this Peace, they ſpall 


| Fave great Bitterneſs, Iſaiah xxxviii. 17. 


Many and fttivular-are the Advantages and Privileges which I 
might enunzerate, that attend a Life of Piety and Holineſs, no leſs 
than an Hundred fold of Peace in our Boſoms in this Life, and the 
great and precious Promiſe of Life Eternal in the World to come. 
And as I have, by the Grace of Gov, and thro' Obedience of Faith, 
witneſſed in Degree this Peace from Gop, {which is beyond the 


Conception of thoſe who have never enjoyed it) I became greatly 


concerned for Mankind in general, and in a particular Manner for the 
Inhabitants of my native Country, that they might witneſs.this Peace; 


and 1 often petitioned the Almighty, that He would in his wonted 


Mercy diſcover to you the Things that belong to your Soul's Peace, 
before they might, by Unbelief, be hid from your Eyes. | 
Having had this Concern for ſome Time on your Account, the Al- 
mighty was pleaſed to lay a Conſtraint upon me to declare it — 
you. This, and what follows, I am ſenſible will ſound as idle and 
ridiculou; Tales in the Ears of many; however, I ſhall go on to tell 
vou, that I conſider myſelf as a very fzeble Inſtrument in the mo 
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of Gov, and one of the leaſt Servants in my Maſter's Houſe... I 
have alſo conſider d, how backward the Ge — x of People are to 
receive Advice, even when it has been offered by reli 


igious, pious and 
llearned Men; and that the Labours of ſuch OY had but little Effect 
3 — the Minds and Conduct of many called Chriſtians ; and reflecling on 


eatneſs of my Inabtlity, as well as the Improbability of my be- 
ing Beieabie in God's Cauſe, I have been induced to ſa 33 awho 


wel believe my Report, fince ſo many have labour d (at Lave thought) 


in vain? Shall I, a poor Female, undertake for Gop? * ts. 
urely ; 


come up to his Help againſt the | great 2 of Souls ? 
jor! ing 1 ＋ Thee, appear in the Glory of thy Majeſty, and by the 
immediate thy mighty Power, in the Hearts of the People, ſubdue 
and lay wa u Go. Holds of Sin and Satan! And in the Roam thereof 
eftabli 45. be/eech The, the, Kingdom and Dominion of thy dear. Son, 
our 2 aubeſe Right alone it © * reign in the Hearts of the People, 
who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords! And Anke, tho I am 
but Duft and Aſhes, I thus preſumed to excuſe myſelf; Lond, 1 am 
not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor fince Thou haſt been pleaſed to diſcover. 
thy Will to me. But to an Almighty Power, who doth according to 


his righteous Will, both in the Armies of Heaven, and among the 


Inhabitants of the Earth, who ſhall ſay, What doſt thou? And fince 
He is pleaſed to ſend by the Hand of whom He will ſend, I no 
longer reſiſted his Will, but became obedient to his Word and Power, 


againſt which I had long reaſoned, and objected my Unfitneſs; tho* 


the Apoſtle Paul informs us, That as many as Lace been baptized into 

CuanrsT (or with his Baptiſm of Fire and the Holy Ghoſt, and hs 
' witneſſed the chaffy Nature in them conſumed, and by this Means) 
have put on CurisT (that then there is no DiſtioQion or Difference 


among Chriſtians in a religious Senſe) there is neither Few nor Gentile, ' 


there is ont Bond nor Free, there is neither Male nor. Female : For, 
ſeems to 


ſays the Apoſtle, ye are all one in CyrisT Jz$us. «Thus: | 
allow our — the ſame Goſpel Privileges with the reſt g Mankind. 
And the royal Prophet calls on the Female, as well az He Male Part 
of Gov's rational Creation, to celebrate the-Praiſe of our common 
Governor and Benefactor. Why then, ſays one, ſhould Woman 


be denied ber Canticle of Praiſe in the general Chorus, ſince out 


the Mouths of Babes and Sucklings Gop will ſtill ordain and perfe& 


Praiſe?”” And we may further obſerve, when the Tabernacle of the 


Lon was erected in the Wilderneſs, the Women, we are told, who 


were willing hearted, brought their Free · will Offerings, and preſent- 


ed them towards the Building, or at leaſt embelliſhing of this move- 


able Temple, which, tis ſaid, was a Type of the true Church mili- 


tant, and the Tabernacle which Gop has pitched, and not Man. 
And if Females were allowed to afiſt and contribute to the Work of 
the Lonn, under the Law, why ſhould any, or the leaſt Eſſay to- 
wards the repairing the Breaches in God's Building, be rejected under 
the Goſpel? ſince we do not offer or propoſe any new Doctrine, nor 
endeavour to lay any other Foundation than that which is already 
laid, wiz, * The Revelation of the Spirit of Jssvs Carisr the 


Righteous, 


8 . 


Et: » Righteous,” in the Soul of Man, on which the Church of Curisr fs 


founded and built: Nor for the moral Diſorders ſo viſible amongft 


the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, do we preſcribe new or untry'd Reme- 


dies; but having experienced the Virtue and Efficacy of the old, we, 
In great Love and Good-will, endeavour to perſuade you to apply 
them: For the ſame Fountain of Purgation is now open to Sinners, 
that was in Ages paſt ſet open for the Houſe of David, and Inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem, for Sin and for Uncleanneſs; for the Almighty is 


not only the Gop of the Jews, but of the Gentiles alſo. 


But to proceed; I have told you that this Voyage to my native 
Place, was undertaken in Purſuance of what I verily believed was the 


Will of Gop concerning me, and required of me by Him (I make 


no Doubt) as one amongſt the many Trials I have been exerciſed with, 
of my Faith, Love and Obedience; wherein I believe it my Duty 
openly and freely to confeſs CyrisT before Men, whofe operating 
Power on my Heart I had fearfully and cowardly endeavour d to con- 
ceal before this Province; and I take this Occaſion to declare to you, 


chat Lam not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Cnxisr, which J have in 


Meaſure experienced to be the Power of Gop to Salvation to all them 
who believe, and continue to obey it; And the more numerous the 


Teſtimonies, and greater the Cloud of Witneſſes, to the Efficacy of 


the Grace and Power of Gop, the more will the Truths and Eviden- 
ces propoſed and produced, be ſtrengthen'd and corroborated. But 
ſome may poſſibly aſk, * How I certainly know that I am not mif- 
taken, and that inſtead of being led by the Spirit of Truth, I am not 
fdectived by the Spirit of Error?“ To ſuch I anſwer; I have one 


Rule to ſquare my Actions by, which never yet failed me, when I 


applied it; and that is, By Application to the Divine Being, that He 


would be pleaſed to preſerve me from Error and Delufion. I examine 


by his Divine Light and Aſſiſtance, the Motive, Deſign, Tendency 
and End of my Actions; and if I find nothing repugnant to, or in- 


conſiſtent With the Honour of Gop, and Scripture Precepts or Teſtt- 
mony, I mae 4 rational Concluſion, that I am ſafe at leaſt. And 


tho? I do ndt obſerve from Scripture, that it is my particular Duty to 
'Exhort you to yours; nor do I gather from thence, that I ought to 
declare, in this publick Manner, of the Goodneſs, Mercy and lov- 
ing Kindneſs, of the Almighty, to all who ſeek his Face and Favour 


in Truth, Sincerity and Uprightneſs; yet I find it there, my Duty 
to obey all Gop's Commands; and that the Almighty may, and 


does, lay particular Injunctions, and ſpecial Commands, upon his 


Servants, by the Divine Direction of his Holy Spirit, at this Day, as 
- well as in former Ages, 1 firmly believe: And that the Bleſſing our 
-Loxp promiſed to confer on his immediate Followers, extends as 


well to all his ſucceeding Diſciples, vix. 
That he would pray the Father, and He will (ſays he) ſend you 
another Comforter, that may abide with you for ever, even the Spirit 
of Truth, who will guide and lead you into all Truth, and ſhew you 
Things to come ; ſor He that dwelleth with you, ſhall be in Joo; 

5 | t 3 
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And the Apoſtle Peter, at that memorable Time, when he was 
preaching to 
quoting a Paſſage Sy th the Prophet Joel, Acts ii. 38. I. ſhall come 
to'paſs in the laſt (or Goſpel) Days, that I will pour out of my Spivie 
upon all Fleſh, and your Sons and your Daught ers Gall prophecy, &c. 
And he ſubjoins, Repent, and be baptized, every one f you, in the 
Name of Jzsus CurisT, for the Remiſfion of Sins, and ye ſhall receives 
the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt : For the Promiſe is to you, and to your Chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lon our Go 
fall call. And to you, 0 Men, be calls, his Voice is to the Sons 7 
* Men, Prov. viii. 4. 

And we may further obſerve, That the Spirit of CurtsT.was not 

limited to his immediate Diſciples, to whom it was to be ſent as a 
Comforter and Director; but He tells them, it ſhould appear to the 
World of Unbelievers in another Adminiſtration or Office, wiz. That 
of a Reprover for Sin. Fer when Cukisr waſcended up on bigh, He 

gave Gifts to Men, yea, even to the Rebellious, Eph. iv. 8. | 

And the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, Poole, in his Annotations, tells 
us, Was not, as ſome imagine, confined to the Apoſtles Days, 
but that Chriſtians, in ſucceeding Ages, received as large Proportions: | 
of the Divine Influences and Gifts of the Holy Spirit as formerly.” -. 

And that Females did receive theſe Gifts, as well as the Men, and 
on proper Occaſions did exerciſe them; John Locke, in his Paraphraſe 
on Paul's Epiſtles, aſſures us, by Proof. He tells us, That Goo, 
for Order ſake, had inſtituted in the World a proper Subordination 
of the weaker Sex to the ſtronger; yet (ſays he) this hinder'd not 
but that he might make uſe of the weaker Sex to any Function, 
whenever he thought fit, as well as he did the Men.“ He ſays much 
more to the ſame Purpoſe; but I leave him to thoſe. who ma have 
an Opportunity and Inclination to read him further on this Sabje& f; 
and return to illuſtrate, as well as I am able, the Ruls of: my Con- 
duct in religious Matters. ; 

- I am ſenſible that it is my Duty, firſt and oriacipally, and above _ 
all other to love, adore, honour, and obey, the Su- 
preme Being ; and next, I find it my Duty to love my Neighbour as 
myſelf; an to obſerve to act in the ſame juſt and upright Manner 
in every Circumſtance, that I deſire he ſhould act in towards myſelf :- 
Therefore, if, upon a Scrutiny or Examination, I find my Deſign or 
Action directiy or indirectly tending to the Diſhonour of God, or in 
any Shape injurious to my Neighbour, I am immediately iaſtructe ], 
by the inward Monitor, or Light of CyrtsT in my Conſcience, to 
decline it; and if I forbear the Action, fc. I believe you will grant 
I am right ſo far. Again, if I apprehend I am directed or com- 
manded to do any particular Thing; if, upon Trial, by the above 
Rule, it bears the T'eft, and has any Tendency to. promote Gop's 
Honour, Peace, Good- will, — and — to my No | 


Things, and oth all Things to your Remembrance.” 


1 Locke on 2 Corinthians 14. 


Id this Comforter; which is the Holy Ghof, ſhall teach your all! & 


cople of various Languages, rells his Audience, firt- D 
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bbur;-T believe 1 am ſuſe, and may venture to conclude that this Sug-. = 
geftion can proceed from no other than Gov ; ſince it points to ſome 


- ſmall Degree of Glory to his Name and Power. And further, any 
| Deed that can ſtand this Trial, cannot poſibly have its Riſe, or be 


excited" by a diabolical Spirit; ſince we have our Loap's Teſtimony 


to the Truth of this Aſſertiön, That if Satan riſt ap againſt himſelf, 
aud be divided, he cannot fand, but hath an End, Mark iii. 26. | 


But whatever Judgment may be made of my teligious Sentiments 
and Conduct, it will be far from affecting me; my Peace and Hap- 
=_ in no. wiſe depending on the Favour or Applauſe of Mortals, 

t on the Favour and Approbation of Gov, by whole. juſt and de- 
ciſive Judgment I muſt ſtand or fall; for God ſeeth not as Man ſeeth, 
Man judging by the outward Appearance only; but the Load look- 
eth at the Heart. And 'tho* we are told, The Heart is deceitful abbve 
al Things; and the Prophet queries, M bo can tna it? the Almighty - 


« is pleaſed to detlare, in theſe Words; I be Lon arch the Heart, 


and try the Reins; and behold he that formeth the Mountains, and crrat- 
eib the Spirit, He declarethy ] Man eyhat his Thoughts arec Even He 
that maketh the Morning Darkneſs, and treadeth\npon thi high Plates of 


tl Barth, the Loxp, the Go of Hoſts is bis Name, Amos iv. 13. 


Further; I have thoaght, you may pollibly imagine, that in Pride 
and Arrogancy of Heart Lam come to fee, how you fare, with re- 
rd to your eternal Salvation: But give me Leave to aſſure you, my 
ifit proceeds from no ſuch evil Motive; neither have I any further 


Views thafi the Feace and Satisfaction that flows from a Confcioutne(s 


of having done my Duty, in coming to proelaim the glad Tidings of 
Peace and Salvation among you; to all who will accept of it on Gob's 
Terms, viz. Nenentunce, 'and Amendment of Life. 

I I have no particular Perſon in View, nor Deſign to offend any One. 


living; and if at any time I ſhould expreſs myſelf a little warmly, my 

Teal is aim d againſt Sin, and the Irregularity of Peoples Lives in ge- 

neral; your Temporal, as well as Eternal Intereſt, I wiſh as well to, 

as I do to my own: © I do not undertałe to addreſs you in pompous: 

Words, nor, were it in my Power, af wh 
of, 


Ear with fine Pe- 
nods. 'The Laws of Mertrod I know B therefore I don't kt- 
tempt any Rule of that Sort; neither do I preſame to offer any Thing 
new on the Subject of Religion; but if one Line of my vum ffiort 
Experience in the Thing of God, may have the leaft 'Tendency to 
excite ſome to the ical Part of Chriſtianity, or to mend the 
Heart of any One, I have my Reward; my honeſt Ain, as far kh 


my weak Endeavour will allow, - being the Promotion of Gov's Ho- 


nour, and the Welfare of my Neighbour: and, to borrow the Words 
of one of our Worthies,. I bawe no Plot or Deſgu, but an ardert With 


for the Salvation of your Souls: And, if IL may be allowed to uſe the 


Words of the great Apoſtle Paul, I will further aſſure you, 71rowet 29. 
Perſon's Silver, Gold or Apparel. On the contrary, having ſern and 
lamented tlie divers and hurtful Luſts I was ohnoxious to, when [was 
in Poſſeſſſon of a plentiful Eſtate, and that they that are rich fall inta 

many Temptations; my Buſineſs s, to warn and caution you e | 


* 


% 


| rich, Sgainſt the Miſapplication of your Wealth. Riches attain'd 
(which may obſtruct our Godly Atcainments) I grant, are ane of the 


of Heaven, if rightly and properly applied; as they put us 
in a Capacity of provieing a neceſſary Subſiſtence 8 our Families, 
and doing Acts of Juſtice and Mercy tp our Neighbour: But then 
we muſt remember, we are only Stewards of this, as well as every 
other Gift of Gop; and that we are as culpable in his Sight, and as 
accountable to his Juſtice, for the Waſte and Abuſe of Wealth, as for 
the ill Uſe of any other of his Fayours and Mercies. | 8 

Some plead for Extravagance, Vanity and Luxary, in the abſurd 


Terms of an old Proverb, that thoſe who wwin Gold, baue a Right ts | 


agar it ; and that they may apply their own Money to what Purpoſes 
they pleaſe : Not conſidering, that all temporal Bleſſings are only lent 
us, and that we can't properly call any Thing our own, And if we 
will bat look about us, we ſhall ſee this Aſſertion greatly proved, by 
obſerving the many Viciſſuudes in this one Article of Wealth. 
Riches, metaphorically ſpeaking; take to themſelves Wings, and fly 
away from one to another, and that we are as often ſnatched from 
them, as they from us; a ſignificant Inſtance of which we have in our 
Saviour's Parable of the rich Man, who, having laid up much Goods 
for many Years, ſotiſkly addreſſes his Soul ja theſe Words, Saul, 
take thine aſe, vat, drink, and be merry, Luke xii. 19. Thus being 
in this ſtupid Condition, blinded by the Gap of this World, he never 
once rellects on the Poſſibility of being deprived of his Idols by any 
Means whatſoever. —  , - - | 2 
_ But now obſerve the Equity and Juſtice of the Almighty in his 
Judgments, which He often jnflifts on thoſe who adore the Gift, but 
deſpiſe and negle& the Giver; who receive of his Bounty, but fail to 
acknowledge it; Who eat and drink, and riſe up to play: By one 
Stroke of his Juſtice He breaks the Iuchantment this Man had been 
held in by Satan; diſcovers the Uncertainty of temporal Goods and 
Enjoyments, and the Vanity or Folly of truſting and placing our 
Happineſs in them ; and, by the Word of his Power, he commands 
this poor, deluded Mortal, to reſign, not only his Wealth, but his 
very Soul, to Him that gave it; ſaying to him in theſe Terms, | 7how 
Fool, this Night hall thy Soul be required of thee ; then whoſe ll theſe 
Things be which thay haſt provided? Melancholly Situation indeed! 
and far worſe than if his Goods had been taken from him. 'This 
May, as far as we may be allowed to judge by his Folly in this In- 
Nance, muſt be in a very unfit State and Condition for Heaven, where 
it does not appear be had been careful to lay up any Treaſure ; Far 
where the Treaſure is, there will the. Heart be alſo. And in our Logp's 
Obſervations on this ughappy -Perſon's Condition, he ſubjoins, & (or 
in ſuch a Caſe) is he that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and is not rich 
towards Gop. | | 
But tho? I, as well as others, had received a Proportion or Taſent 
of Grace in my Heart, for the great Purpoſes before named, yet I 
was not careful to improve it; and while 1 continued in neglect of my 
WR A i . B 2 Duty, 
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this Grate proved Beis ink, and in vain: But he 

. : — and eng th ngs of Gop are without Repentance, Rom. ii. 29. for 
"tho" many may negle& to anſwer his Call, or improve his Gifts, ne- 
vertheleſs the Almighty repents not that He hath diſpenſed. and be- 
-Kow'd them; but graciouſly condeſcende, by his frequent V ifitations, 
either immediately, or inſtrumentally, by Mercies, or by Judgments, 
to awaken, perfwade, excite, or allure us to our Duty; and tho' in 
Time paſt we belie vet not Gop, who in Effect we are ſaid to deny, 
when we worſhip him not as Gop; yet He repents not that He hath 
called us, but repeats his Call to the Careleſs and Negligent; of 
_ which Number I was, when the Almighty, whoſe Compaſſion fails 


not, return'd to viſit my Soul. 


In this, the happieſt Seaſon of my Life, when the Time was 
come, wherein, 'thro* Mercy I obtained Mercy; and in which the 
Moſt.High vouchſafed to favour me, by opening my Eyes, and dif- . 
vering to me the Things that belonged to the everlaſting Peace and 
ppineſs of my Soul. And at the — Time the Lorp was pleaſed 
to diſplay his excellent Glory, and to give me a Sight of the Beauty 
'of to diſplay and then 1 could fay, I have heretofore only heard of 
Thee by the Hearing of the outward Ear. But now mine Eye ſaw his 
Glory; this amazing tho lovely Appearance of Gop to my Soul, cauſ- 
ed me many a time to bow down before the Majeſty. of Heaven, and 
indeed, to abhor myſelf in Duſt and Aſhes, and frequently to mourn 
. "over him whom I had: many times pierced and griev'd in his Holy 
Spirit, by my Vanities and Folly, in giving his Glory to Idols, and 
the Praiſe that was his Due, to the Imaginations of my own- Heart. 
This was the firſt Day's Work of the new Creation in my Soul; 
the Almighty, by the Word of his Power, had commanded. the 
Darkneſs to be diyided from the Light, and, by this happy Medium, 
I continued to make new, and, to me, qnuſual Diſcoveries; I ſaw 
that I had been an Alien from the Conimon-wealth of Spiritual Iſrael, 
and a Stranger to the Covenant of Promiſe, having no Hope in 
\CHrIsT, as I had lived without God in the World; and, by neg- 
lecting to give that Honour due to his Name, I had forfeited the Fa- 
vour of the Almighty, and that heavenly Paradiſe, which the Smiles 
of his Countenance and Preſence alone can conſtitute : Not for 
Adam's Fault imputed to me, but my own actual Diſobedience, re- 
fuſing that reaſonable Service and Homage which he expects and re- 
quires from all his rational Creatures. I had been remiſs in Acknow- | 
ledgments to my great Creator, and merciful Benefactor, at whoſe 
bountiful Hand I had received not only a ſpiritual Bleſſing, or Gift of 
Grace in my Heart, but 1 was indebted to Divine Beneficence for a 


= large Share of temporal Bleſſings ; neither of which was received, or 


VelpeQted, n a Fg Gratitude, nor 9 to ms Purpoſes (I am 
- -  fince 


+ To refute "this Doctiine, read Dr. Whithy's Treatiſe on what i is call's- Original 
=y Sin, In the Courſe of my Remarks, I chooſe. to produce other Authorities than 
thoſe of our own Society; ſince ſuch is the unaccountable Prejudice of ſome Few, 
that they will reje&t Truth and PR for no other Cauſe, but that it is offer d 
y ene call'd a Quaker, 


"> 


e 
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ſince convinced and perſwaded in my Underſtanding) they were de- 
ſigned for, by the holy Diſpenſer. . EYE ob fc bi A 
And 1. The Seed (or Word) ſown in my Heart by the great 
_ _ Huſbandman, was not ſuffer d to fructify, or bring forth Fruit, 
"agreeable to the Praiſe and Glory of Gov, as the Cares of this Life, 
and the Deceitfulneſs of Riches, enter'd in and choak'd the Seed, and 
it thereby became unfruitful: And not only the Cares and Concerns 
of the World, which ſometimes become accidentally unlawful, but 
the vain Pleaſures, irrational Recreations, trifling, unedifying, and 
+ pernicious Books, with all the Train of idle Amuſements, to which 
the World commonly annex the ſoft and gentle Epithet of Innocent, 
ingroſs'd my precious Time; the proper Improvement of which, 
wiſe Men, in all Ages, eſteemed the bigheſt Point of Wiſdom, and 
of ſo ineſtimable a Conſideration, as occaſions a late pious Author to 
. that the Man «vas yet unborn, ⁊ubo truly knew the Value of an 
And the Apoſtle Paul, in an earneſt Manner, exhorts the Believers 
to redeem the Time, becauſe the Days are evil; and again, directs the 
Church to walk in Wiſdom towards them that are without, redeeming 
the Time, - That Time was valuable, and to be-well employ'd and 
improv'd; I had often heard; but falſe, deluſive Pleaſure unwilling 
to hear, or at leaſt to yield to the Voice of Truth, robb'd me of that 
Blefling I am now, thro' God's Aſſiſtance, endeavouring to redeem . 
and improve, agreeable to the Apoſtle's Advice: Paſs the Time of 
your ſojourning bere in Fear (and Reverence) fearing to offend the In- 
finite Majeſty of Heaven, who takes Cognizance of every Thought, 
Word, and Action. But alas! this Truth and Confideration never ſo 
much as occurr'd, when I was ſpending my Days in Vanity, and my 
Years in unprofitable Purſuits ; forgetting the Holy One of Ifrael, 
Days without Number ; never ſo much as remarking the royal Pro- 
phet's Aﬀertion, That (not only the flagrantly wicked) but thoſe who ,  - 
forget Gop, ſhall be turn d into Hell. | * Pl 
And the Prophet Jeremiah tells us, Gop will pour out of bis Anger 
upon the Families that call not upon his Name, ſer. x. 25. And Gov 
declares, that He had ſuffered the Deſolation of bis People Iſrael, becauſe 
they bad forgotten Him, and burnt Incenſe unto Vanity; that they had + 
forgot Him, and truſted to Falſhood; that according to their Paſturet ar 
« Poſſeſſions, ſo were they fil d, and their Hearts thereby exalted; there- 
fore have they forgotten Me, ſaith the Lond. And the Prophet Hoſea 
tomplains, that 1/rael had forgot his Maker, and builded Temples to 
| Jaols; that the Calf (or Idol) of Samaria had caſt them out of his Fa- 
wvour ; for they had ſown Vanity and the Wind, and ſhould reap. the 
Whirlwind; that Strangers ſhould ſwallow them up, the Enemy ſhould 
* purſue them, and a Fire ſhould devour their Palaces. | A 
Theſe are ſome of the diſmal and deplorable Effects of Sin, and the 
terrible Penalties Sinners who forget Gop, and make to themſelves 
Idols of Vanity, are obnoxious to, in this Life; where the temporal 
_ © Conſequences of Sin appear terrible and ſhocking, which one would 
think & ſufficient Reaſon to deter People from every N — | 
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Evil; but when we refle& on this Truth, iz. That without fin- 
cere returning to Gop by Repentance, and Amendment of Life; and 
| reconcil'd to Him thro” Sanctification of our Spirits by Cya1sT 
Jesvs, the Puniſhment for our Sins will attend us to all Eternity, and 
will aſſuredly deprive us of that Reſt and Peace prepar d only for the 
People of Gop: How ſhauld this Thought ſpeedily remove from 
every Heart, that is not quite inſenſible and obdurate, the dangerous 
Sin | of Unbelief in the Power of Gon, and excite-them to apply to 
the Father of Mercies for Remiſſion of Sin by Cnhalsr Jysvs! But 
ſome may obje&, That tho* many, call'd Chriſtians, live in too much 
Forgetfulneſs of Gop, yet they cannot be chargeable with worſhip- 
ping of Idols, as the uus were; ſo that the above Scripture 2 
cannot be altogether applicable to them. 
I ſhall anſwer this Objeftion i in the Words of one of the firſt Moy- | 
ers of the Reformation, is. Dr. John Staupitz.: He that prefers any 
Thing that is outward and temporal before God, prefers the Creature 
before the Creater ; and robs Gov of bis Glory ard bigheft Honour, and 
1 makes that to be bis God, aubich it nat GOD: For that aubich the Heart 
bes moſt, the ſame it honours as Gap, what/cever the Mouth may ſay 
| - #0 the contrary. Who knows not, that if a Chriftian ſhould now-a-days 
Lap, that bis Gacds, &c. were his God, he would be condemn'd as a 
Blaſphamer ; and. yet who is there of us, who doth not ſer in the daily 
1 Practice and Actions of Men, that temporal Goods, Pleaſure and Ho- 
| * noury, are jreferr 'd before Gob, and his Love, to that Degree, thet 
i; it in Matter of Lamentation ? Me will by no Means endure the Reproach 
e being Idolaters, tho indeed aue are fo, really and in Truth, no 44 
ther others wwere of old: At this very Day, O gracious Gon! many in 
1 ißemdam worſhip Gold, Silver, Mood, and the Goods of this World, 
© as the Heathens did Thouſands of Years ago, notwithſtanding they ſay 
3 h their Mouths, Our Father, which art in Heaven! But true Ado- 
f. eration canfiſts in lowing, not in ſpeaking. He prays well, -who loves 
Th Gop 2 ; and he who does not love Gop, neither does nor can pray, 
I} be be repeat a thruſand Pſalms or Prayers: He aubo loves God, ferves 
| Aim; but he wvho does not love Him, neither doth, ner can ſeriye Him, 
however great Works of Devotion be may outwardly perform. 
haut to return: In this careleſs and — Situation, which I 
| + have mentioned, was I, when the Almighty diſpenſed a Share of his 
temporal Favours to me, which I received with a ſtupid Indifference, 
and without Thankſgiving, as they were common Mercies ; ** And 
like a certain Brute Animal, who devaurs the Fruit which falls. from 
à Tree, without looking up to fee from whence it comes: So J re- 
ceired the Bleflings of Providence no atherwiſe, but as Things of 
Chance, or of. Courſe, or the Effect of Care ang, Induſtry ; not con- 
I dering whoſe Hand was neceſſary to render our Endeav ours ſucceſs- 


cal and. profperoys ;- nor. that the ſame Power that beſtows and diſ- 
Bleſſings and Merczes, can in a Moment remand and call them + 


ck, and deprive us of them, whenever He pleaſes; and that for 
every Morſel we eat, we are indebted to Gop's Bounty and Good- 


* and n not to our OWN Wiſdom or Prudence. In a Word, e in 
im 
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Him we live, move, and have our Being. But how inſenſible was I of 
theſe Truths, when; in. Effect, I lived as if I had been an unaccount- 
able and independent Being, and vainly thought my Mountain was 
made ſo ftrong, that it would never be removed! I was rick and 
full, and needed nothing, when alas! I was poor and miſerable, blind 
and naked, and wanted all Things, when deſtitute of the Fayour of 
Gov, and without witnefling the Smiles of his-Countenance. © + 
Thus, as the Plalmiſt confeſſes himfelf once, ſo fooliſh and igno- 
rant was I, ſaying, in Rffect, to God, Depart from me, for 1 de- 
fire not the Knowledge of thy Ways: What is the Almighty, that L 
ſhould defire Him? Or what greater Profit would accrue, if we pray'd | 
unto Him, or ſerv'd Him?“ By this falſe Reaſoning is the Candle of 
the Ungodly extinguiſhed; from whence proceeds Deſtruction upon 
the Inconfiderate and Uarighteous, unlefs they return, - repent and 
amend. But now, behold the Goodneſs, Lenity and Long-ſuffering, _ 
of a merciful Gop! who had been long alluring me by his Mercies, 
which I paſſed light by, or rejected: He has now Recourfe to his 
Judgments; but neither aid I yet ſee that Afflictions roſe not out of 
the Duſt, but that Mankind were naturally-and promiſcuouſly born 
to Trouble, I was indeed afflicted, and I mourn'd; but it was for 
the Abſence of temporal Bleflings ; and as my. Deſires and Purfaits 
extended no higher, I endeavour'd to ſupport my Diſtreſs, by grati- 
fying my Pride and Ambraon to the Extent of my Power. Ac 
length, in this Day of Adverſity, I began a little to conſider, and ap- 
plied to Goo, ia Prayer and Supplication, that He would be pleaſed 
to deliver me out of my Diſtreſs, or ſupport me under it; igno- 
rant of the Joys of his Salvation, or that there were ſpiritual Conſola- 
tion in Store for me, on certain Conditions, if I rightly applied for 
them ; but being inſenſible of the Want of them, I as yet aſxed them 
not, till the happy Seaſon of my Life, wherein I witneffed/a religions 
Turn of Mind, and the drawing Cords of God's Love inclining my 
Heart to feek his Face and Favoar, with greater Ardency and Fer- 
your chan I had ever been ſenſible of before: I now to view 
and confider Things in another Light than 1 formerly had done; and. 
by reverſing che Perſpective. the fading Odjects and Enjoy ments of 
this Life leſſened in my View and Aceount; and as the Love of GO 
and of heavenly Things moreaſed #n my Heart, fo in Proportion m 
Fondnefs for worldly Enjoy ments detreaſed and vaniſſſen. 
At length the warmeſt Returns of Love and Gratitude began to 
ariſe in my Sbul to Go, who firſt loved me, and had done great 
Things for me, by plucking my Feet out of the Mire and Clay of 
din and Polly, and fixing them upon the Rock Chersr jesus. He 
alſo put a new Song in my Mouch, which none but thoſe who are in 
Degree redeem'd by his precious Blood can ſing, even Praiſes to out 
Gop! Thas on my turning to God, I began to witneſs new 
Thoughts, new Defires, new Affections, new Hopes, new Joys, and 
new Fears; and to ſec the Neceſſity of Regeneration and a+ new 
Birth unto Righteouſneſs, without which I could not poſſibly enter 
the Kingdom of Gop; that all Things muſt be changed, and become 
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new, all of., and pointing to Gov. And farther; if I would be 


Cuxir's Diſciple, I muſt deny myſelf, take up a Crofs to my own 
Will, be _—_ to, and follow Him, under whoſe Banner I had now 
liſted. 


Thus examining and purſuing this Doctrine and Precept of our 
Lonp's, I was naturally led, in ſame Degree, to what is called Qua- 
keriſm (tho it a _ to me in no other Form nor Name, than that 
of primitive Chr hriſtianity) which, in my firſt Thoughts of Religion, I 
had no more Intention of. embracing, than I had of receiving Maho- 
metiſm ;, knowing little more of the Qualers, than that They were a 
plain People in their Garb and Speech. But it has been remark'd to 


me, that my Mother was ſome Time of this Perſuaſion, and no 


Wonder that I ſhould have a warm Side for her Opinion. 

1 anſwer'd, My Father was a Member of the Church of England, 
and educated me in that Way; and I well remember, I bad a much 
warmer Side for his Opinion; not that I knew what was the eſſential 
Difference in their religious Sentiments, or at leaſt that affected me, 


any farther than that one allow'd me ſomething more Liberty in 


' Dreſs ; whereas the other would tell me, Plainneſs in Apparel was moſt 


agreeable to Chriſtianity, and to the Divine Being, who hated Pride 


in his Creatures. To be ſure, I thought this Doctrine abſurd, by the 
Reflection I remember I made at the Time, That God, 1 beliew'd, 
| <vould not rejet# me, on the Score of <wearing Lace, or a fine and gay 
Si/k Goxwn, I have thought ſince, any one might imagine I 
fetch'd my Argument from Lucretian Principles, that the Almighty 
could not deſcend ſo low as to notice ſuch Trifles, or mark little Fol- 
lies, if Gaiety in Apparel ſhould be One; but no Water that _ 
I was a Child, I ſhould reaſon as a Child. > 

I am ſenſible that Silks, Ribbons and Lace, are not any a in 


Scripture directly rden but T learn from thence, that Pride, 
and all. Manner of Superfluity, is. And if, by wearing this rich Silk, 


or adorning ourſelves with the other ſuperfluous Ornaments, we feed 
and nouriſh a proud, vain Defire, it becomes by this Circumſtance as 
unlawful as Pride itſelf; and that they do ſo, I have greatly expe- 
rienced: For tho Religion flands not fimply in Clothes, yet true Religion 
flands in that which ſets Bounds and Limits to the Mind with eee ts 
Clothes, as wwell as other Things. And to ſtrenghten this Aſſertion, or 
rather to prove it, I ſhall offer an Inſtance of my own Experience, 
wiz. When it pleaſed the Loup to-wifit my Soul, and to appear to me in 
tis Glory, the View of which diſcover'd to me my own Unworthineſs, 
and cauſed me not only to deſpiſe and abhor r mel, yan my ſplendid Appa- 

rel alſo: I had now no Delight in Dreſs and Ornament, nor other Things 
I had uſually taken much Pleaſure i in: True Chriſtianity, which I began 
to be acquainted with, ſet a Bound to my Deſires, and directed me to 
Plainneſs, before I had any Intention of joining the Society of the People 
call'd Quakers ; and indeed all earthly and tranfitory Object were, and 
are, in my View and Eſtimation, as Loſs, Droſs and Dung, in Compa- 
ri len " the Excellency, r. and 2 „I behold in G ob. and find i . 
| 1 
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' ther's Care and Direction, I continued in my 


chan the Grave, I ſubſcribe to that alſo. 


England (of which I had profeſſed myfelf a Member ſome Years; 
 withbut-ſo"much as knowing what Doctrines or Principles hoy es 
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he Enjoyment. 0 is Du Fru i . Hs 3 
bow — his Glory, and tranſcendentiy great wa 2 
rd e Mo: 
Father's P on of 
Religion, for no other Reaſon that I remember, bat that it allo 4 


Bat to feturn: When I was (by Marri 


me molt Liberty in Dreſs and Recrentions, tho' my Father, as well 
6 my Mother, did not fail to inculcate-a juſt Abhorrence of the Evils 
* moral Law condenins. However, when 1 conſider d and ei - 


in' d religious Matters with more Seriouſneſs, Sincerity and Atten- 


| 3 than was uſual with me, I found the little Religion (or rather 


the Profeſſion of it) that I had, was that of my Education, which I 
could not properly call my own, as it was not the Religion of my 
udgment; which | find abſolutely n neceflary, and highly reaſonable to 
concern'd for. I read the Scriptures with —— Attention; and 
have conſider d the following Text, that ang we deny ourſelves, 2 
take uþ a daily Croſs, ve cannot be CanisT's Diſciples, This Paſſage 


 appear'd to me to contain ſome other and further Conſtruction and 
Deſign than many People allow, who confined it to moral Precepts and. 


Duties. But before I proceed to ſay in what Senſe others, as well asmy- 
ſelf, underſtand this Chriſtian Doctrine; Ithink, it may not be imperti- 


nent briefly to give ſome Reaſon of my Faith and Hope, which Ide- 


fire to do in the ſame Diſpoſition the Apoſtle recommends, wiz. It 


*  Metkneſr'and Fear. And firt, upon examining the Creed call'd The. 
Alles, I could ſubſcribe to every Article therein contain d, except 


one, (Cxisr deſcended into Hell } which, if it be meant no other 
Next, I have conſider d and examin d The Articles of (bt Church of ©; 


feſſed and held; this, I may venture to ſay; without Breach of ( 
rity, is the Cale of many Profeſſors at this Day.) But upon — 
the above Articles (as well as conſidering the Opinion of moſt diſſent- 


ing Seds) I could not reconcile ſome Opinions therein contain'd with 


Scripture Doctrine and Teſtimonies; particularly a Paragraph in the 
fifteenth Article, where it is faid, ** Tho' we ate al! baptized and 


born again in CurtsT, yet we offend in many Things.“ 


This Opinion appears to me manifeſtly repugnant to Scripture Ac- 
counts of many, who attain'd in this Life a perfect Freedom from 
Sin. And the Text farther quoted by that Church will not import 
the Apoſtle himſelf to be included in it, 1 Jo i. 8. And I am of 
Opinion, we may ſafely interpret the Paſſage by ſome other Scripture 
Text; wherein the Apoſtles mclude themſeſve with Sinners, yet by 
no Means can be underſtood, that they themſelves were in the like 


Circumſtances. And now ſhall offer the following Scripture Teſſimo - 


ves, which appear to cortoborate, and greatly to © juſtify us, with 
regard to a Tenet we particulary bold, «tz. The Pofſibility (God's. 


Grace aſſilling of — a perfect Freedom as from Sin even in 0 
i 7. a 


= This Doctrine being * by moſt . except the Quaters, I thought | - 
Dae. to tranſcribe Part of Converſation on that Subject, berween a Cem, 
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nnn bis Cnpatien,” VB 
_ gs a refit ou — e. Jon. ol roy Evil. Mr 


| | ere wired 


en he, 2 bis 
Maſter. Me fe. N alſo we 
wuz/h, roo ys Pf _ 2 2 Tel poof perfe. That the. 
Man of Go may be * — ghly furniſhed to every good Ward 


and Work, But the Gon f all Grace make you perfett. That you may 
by peri} and intire, wanting nothing. Thersfire leaving the Dodrines 
of be Principles of Cunts r, let ws go on to Perfection. Zachariab 
an Eli were both holy, walking in all the Commandments the 


Lorp blamelgſi. The Apoſtle Paul 2 a Conſcience void of Offence, 


1 both jn the Sight ef Gov and Man. Jf we ſay we have Fellowſhip 


with Gon, end walk in Darkneſs, aur lie, and do not the Trath. E- 
ven Man that hath Hope in CuzisT purifieth himſelf, even as be is 
IWheforver committeth Sin trangreſſeth the Law, for Sin is the 


Art. 
Tranſgrefſion of the Law. Whoſeever abideth in bim finneib not; for 
you know that Cux1sT vas maniſefted to take ay our Sins. Wheſo- 


ever /ameth hath not feen him, neither known him. Little Children, lit 


no Man dective you. He that deeth Righteouſneſs is righteous, even as 
Hie is righteous ; and he that committeth Sin is of the 1, For this 
Purpoſe was the Son of God manifefled, that he might deſtroy the Works 
of the Devil. Wheſorver is born of Gov ſinneth not; but he that is be- 
gotten of Go keepeth bimſelſa and that. wicked One toucheth him not, 


2 John, ver. 18. if ve ſay that aue have not fined, e make him a 


Tir, and bis Ward is not in us; but if we confeſs and forſake our Sins, 
he is. faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sims, and to cleanſe us From all 
 Unrighteouſne/s, which is Sin. M 
And further, 1 obſerve, that both Fa Old and New Teſtament a- 
bound with Exhortations to a Life of Holineſs and Purity. Let us 

_ cleanſe onr/ebues, ſays the A poſtle Paul, from the Pdllution of Fleſh and 
Spirit, perfofting Holineſs in the Fear of Gov. And I have never re- 
marked any Text yet, that leaves me the leaſt Room to think that a 
partial Holineſs will render us acceptable to Goo. 
And upon reading a certain Annotator * on the Subje&, tho” he de- 
nies: the Dodtrine, yet is obliged to own this much, That to require, 
2 Obedience to his Laws, is 4 Thing abſolutely neceſſary on Gop's 

Part, from the Perfection of his Dinige Nature, and his Relation to us 


» as 4 Governor; to require that we. ſhould not fin ; that is, ſays he, 


tranſgreſs any of God's Laws: For e Lauf of the 


n Qua. 3 


8 is bobs is Opponent anſwer d, He * ſame. 


HH 
$0 then muſt we be freed from Sin, and made fit for Heaven. ; 
4 I believe Gop Almighty is able to forgive his People their Sins, and fe 
| them e „a little before they * 
ow long? E. 


It may be an Hour or two. | 
ne a as well as an Hour or two. | 
aker carry'd —_— to a Month or two, till he brought i it to fea van 


Doctor Whitby. 5 
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Law, andperfo®t and uxfcrning Obedience being nan the ſag, if Gon . 
* requires under the nexw Covenant that 1 fbould nat tranſypa/s any of bis 
Laus, as be moſt certainly muſt do, be maſ{ require me nat ie againſt _ 
them ; and /o he muſt require perfett r Obedzence: Another 
Clergyman, Sr on the ue 2 n E 
Tb Divine Bring is tran/cenlently holy, and infinitely perfect; be is. the 
- Miniſters ; he requires perfect Holingſi in thoſe who. approach bim, and | 
e be hanour'd by bis Servants. And he * ſays, That true Hil- 
meſs conſiſts in a Conformity to the Nature and Will of Gov ; Ws : +l 
Saint is diflinguiſbed from the unrenew'd World, and is not ndted by then 
Principles, nor gowern'd by their Maxims and Cuſtoms. . 3 
But farther, upon peruſing the Scripture, I have found no Room 
for Ceremonies under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, nor Precedent ſor 
Mufick in the Chriſtian Church. The Liturgy, or Form of Prayer, 
became quite uſeleſs to me, and ſinging David's Plalms hurthenſome; 
I conſider' d, and it appear'd to me, we were endeavouring rather to 
Pleaſe and gratify our own Ear, than ſinging to the Praiſe and Glory 
of God; and I fad that David's Pſalms can no more be ſwtable rw 
the State of the Souls of a whole or numerous Congregation, than the 2 
fame Form of Prayer can be agreeable to all Conditions and ſpiritual 
Caſes. I ſhall, among many, give a few Inſtances. of the Incon: 
ſiſteney and Unſuitableneſs of the Pſalms of Dawid, to the Conditions © | 
of Men of the following Characters, who, when they are in the AC, * 
ſemblies where theſe Pſalms are ſung occaſionally, they cuſtamarilx 
Join in this Part of the Worſhip, The Wanton, who ſpends his pre, 
cious Time in Jollity, he fings, I am xveary with my Groaning, Inas 
Couch to ſavim with my Tears. The proud Atheiſtrwho hath baniſhed 
Gos out of all his Thoughts, he ſings, I bar /et the LorD glways bes 
fore me, &c. The van Man, who delights in the Company and WOT. 
of wicked Perſons, he fings, I have hated the Congregations of Evi 
dbert. The wither'd Tree, dead to Gov, and conſequently fruitleſs, 
he fings, I am like a green Olive-tree in the Houſe of Gap. He, whole 
| Heart is a Cage of Uncleanneſs, ſings, My Heart is inditing a good 
Matter. The daily Feaſter, whoſe Legs can ſcarce bear * his 
cCorpulent Body, he ſings, my Knees are weak thro' Faſting, and my 
Flee faileth of Fatne/s. Satan's. Captive, who wallows in the Mire 
and Filth of Sin, he fings, O Logo, truly 1 am thy Servant. The 
lawleſs Man, whoſe Life is a Life of Rebellion, ſubject to Sin ane 
Satan, he ſings, The Lav of thy Mouth js dearer unto me than Thou: 
and of Gold and Silver. The Proud and ambitions Perſon fings, 
Load, my Heart is not haughty, nor mine Eyes lofty ; my Soul is even as 
a weaned Child, &c. It has been objected, that we may as reaſona- 
bly ſing David's Pſalms, as read them; but I apprehend an eſſential 
Difference between reading them as David's Experience, or Words 
hee uſed in praiſing God (which were no Doubt ſuggeſted by the Holy 
Ppirit) and reducing them to our own Acts of Worſhip ; unleſs the 
- "Words be ſuitable to the State of our Souls, and brought to our Re- 
membrance by the fame rr which preſented them to | 
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e Mind of David, according as they ſuited the Circumftance of hig 
SBoul, or were ſuitable or applicable to the Condition of others, to 
whom he ſometimes ſpeaks, in a feeling Senſe, ofthe different States 

+ of the Godly and the Wicked. I have alſo conſider'd it irrational to 
limit and preſcribe to a Chriſtian, even the weakeſt, a ſet Form of 
Prayer, ſince the Apoſtle Pau/ expreſly declared, Vi know not what . 
"we ſhould pray for as we ought, but the Spirit it elf maketh Interceſſion 


* 


1 r us with Groanings, which cannot be utter'd, Rom, viii. 26. 


. 


* 


J remember, when I experienced the Work of God's Grace ope- 
rating on my Soul, and diſcovering to me my State and Condition, 
the common Prayer became of no Service to me, as I found it highly 

neceſſary that my Heart ſhould be prepar'd by the Loxp to enable 
me to addreſs him by his own Spirit, and when he is. pleaſed to touch 
and incline the Heart to himſelf, behold (as it is ſaid on 4'memorable 

Occaſion) <ve pray; we are immediately taught tg pray in Terms ſug- 

i Tegen by the Holy Spirit, who beſt knows our Neceſſities, helps our 

. Infirmities, and cauſes us ſuitably to approach the Throne of Grace, 

and to requeſt and pray with the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding. 
And as we are not to pray in dur own Words, neither can we play 
xàcceptably in our own Time; as I have witneſſed on a very particu- 
lar Occaſion, when I profeſſed myſelf a Member of the Church of 
England. Being return'd from a Voyage, I, according to Cuſtom, 
ſent Notice, that I ſhould publickly give Gon Thanks for my Preſer- _ 

+ © vation at Sea; thus when the ſtated Prayer of Thankſgiving was read, 

I was indeed on my Knees, but my Heart was not properly warm'd 
vor influenced to addreſs the Almighty at the Time the Congregation 

_— was told I was giving Gop humble and hearty Thanks for.{6 great a 

Mercy; I repeated the Form of Prayer uſual on ſuch Occafions, but 
ie was only with my Tongue, my Heart had little Share in this formal 

Devotion, and at the Inſtant, while on my Knees, I-am not aſham'd. 

do ſay, I was made to tremble; and I attribute the Fear and Horror I 
then felt to the Error of that miſtaken Devotion, which I was aut- 
wardly performing in an unprepared Spirit and Frame of Mind, and 
. conſequently the Sacrifice (If I may call it a Sacrifice) of Thankſgiv- 
ing, which I had offer'd in ſo irreverent and unacceptable a Manner 
muſtt be an Offence to Gov. Thus I find, that waiting to be ſuitably - 
- - influencedby the Spirit of Caz15T, ought to be previous to this ſo- 
— e 
| But farther, as I have above noted, I find no Place in the Church 


of un er for Ceremonies, as they appear to be a very great Obſtacle 
in the Way of ſpiritual Worſhip; for bodily Exerciſe profiteth" lil: 
tis the Spirit of Calis muſt quicken us for ſpiritual Worthip. And 
_ the” God wink'd at Times of Ignorance and Blindneſs, when Men 
pyainly imagin'd that Worſhip was moſt acceptably perform'd to him 
at this Place, or the other Mountain; in this, or the other Ceremo- 
© Hy ; yet Cnaisr the Light, who came, and is come to diſpel all the _ 
dark Clouds of Ignorance and Error, and to direct Men to himſelf - | 
| the Way, the Light, and the Truth, on a remarkable Occaſion eck. 
ploges Men's Opmions in this important Matter, by ſaying; thatis 
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as neither at Jeruſalem, nor yet at the Mountain (of Samaria] the f 
| ther wwas to be worſhipped but the Hour cometh, and now is, when the | 
true Wirſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in Spirit and in Truth : | For 
the Father /echeth fuch to worſbip him. Gov'ts a Spirit and thoſe auh 
worſhip (acceptably) muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth, not in 
Formality and Ceremonies © | ; n 
The Author of the Preface to the Common Prayer tells us, The | 
Ceremonies retain'd in the Church (of England) were deviſed and inſti». 
tuted by Man, and ſome that are thrown. out, enter'd ar firſt with a "I 
| Zeal without Kntwledge, and grew daily to more and more Abuſtsz - 
avbich not only for Unprofitablene/t,, but becauſe they have much blinded 
the People, and obſcured the Glory of God, are rejatad. Others, ſays. 
he, the" deviſed by Man, are retain d for Order and Edificaticn : And 
at the ſame Time tells us, that Cuxisr's Goſpel is not à ceremonial . 
Law ; but it is a Religion to ſerue Gov, not in the Bondage of the Figyre 
and Shadow, but in the Fretdom of the Spirit. To this laſt Propoſition 
I heartily agree; then why ſhould we return to the weak and beggar- 
1y Elements, or deſire again to be in Bondage? You obſerve, ſays the | 
'Apofile Paul) Days and Months, and Times and Years; I am afraid cg 
you, left I have beflozved upon you Labour in vain: But as ye have re- 
ceived CnAISH Jes the Lob, /o wall in him, and beware leaſ any 
Man ſpoil you thro". Philoſophy, and wain Deceit, after the Traditions of © * © 
Mien, after the Rudiments of the World, and not after Cuxis r. H, & 
. as though living in the World, are ye fubje# to Ordinances ? Touch, © © 
not, tafle not, handle not, which are all to periſh with the un, 
after the Commandments and Doarines f Men. But I ſhall no 
longer inſiſt on theſe Matters of Diſputation; neither do I. propoſe to 
give an Account of the Tenet or Principles profeſſed by us as a Soci- _ _. 
ety, that being already done in a very ample Manner by our Friend 
Robert Barclay. I have only thought proper to mention ſeveral Ob- 
ftacles which lay in my Way when I began to ſearch for Truth : For 
as my Buſineſs is not Controverſy, but Love, Good will and Charity, 
to all Mankind, I purpoſe to give you a ſhort Account of the great 
Diſadvantages I labour d under in a State of Forgetfulneſs of God, and 
the inexpreſſible Benefits I have witneſſed from a Return to, and at- 
tention upon God, and Submiſlion, Reſignation, and Subjection to 
his bleſſed Will and Commands. And as far as my Teſtimony to the 
Power and Efficach of the Grace of God, and the Doctrine and Ne- 
ceſſity of bearing the Croſs, will go, to invite, perſuade and beſeech 
y u to draw nigh, and acquaint yourſelves with -Gop thro' IEsus 
CnrrsT our Lorp, who hath ſaid, and now ſays, Look unto me all ye 
| Ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved. In vain is Salvation look'd for 
from the Hills or Mountains, or from our own exalted Imaginations, 
or high Pretenſions to Religion. And I have this Teſtimony to bear 
to Gor's Power, that I witneſſed Salvation from Sin only and alone, 
from the Omnipotent Hand of the Loro, giving me Victory over my 
vain Thoughts, AﬀeSions and Deſires, and bringing them under the 
Power of the Croſs of Cuxtsr, by which 1 am crucified unto the 
World, and the World unto me. Therefore if you would enter in- 
p his Reſt, harden not your Hearts againſt the Call and Invitation our 
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<oinpaſſiciate. Lonb continue to give all /re(whing,) Sinners 3. C 


unte we, (ſays CansT) all ye that are weary, and heavy lea, With. 
te Burden of your Sins, be willing to part with them, and he wil 
give you Reſt. Let not, I beſeech you, the Sin of Unbelief, in the 


Power of Cnais r, enter your Hearts: For if ye love e 
© Cur1sT) that 1 am He, (viz. the Saviour of the World, who is come to 


jade you from your Sins) and continue in your Sins, you Hal dis in them ; 
and then hither 1 go you cannot come. Fly then for your Lives, I be- 


ſeech yon; fly from the Wrath to come; apply to CnRISTH ſr eter- 


nal Life, and he will inform you what you muſt do to be ſaved ; his 
Power is eternally and unchangeably the ſame; his Hand is not 


horten d, that it cannot ſave, neither is his Ear heavy, that it cannot 


hear; therefore give not Sleep to your Eyes, till you witneſs Gov in 


CunrsT reconciling you to himſelf. The Time preſent, we all know, 
s only ours; then, while tis called to Day; let us hear his Voice, 


who ſpeaks as never Man ſpoke, even with Power and Authority, 
faying, Riſe up you that are at Eaſe in your Sins, . tremble ye careleſs 


Ones ; caft your Idols from you, and look unto the Rock and holy One r 


Iſrael; feck the Loxb while he may be found, call uport him while he 

it near; let the Wicked forſake bis Ways, and the unrighteous Man his. 
- Thoughts, and turn unto the LORD, and be will baue Mercy, and to aur 

God, ab, c abundantly pardon. | N : 2 

I F would now obſerve to you who indulge yourſelves in the falſe 
- Pleafures, vain Amuſements and Recreations of the Age, which once 
I had a Fondneſs for, as well as you now have; that when the Al- 
mighty was pleaſed in his Mercy to open the Eyes of my Under- 
- . Randing, I plainly perceived by that Light (he had placed in my 
_ Conſcience, which enabled me to diſcern between Right and Wrong, 

the Precious and the V ile) that a Life of Pleaſure and Diverſion was 
- -znconfiſtent with the Life of a Chriſtian: I found, that to be thus 


85 -carnally minded, has been Death to my Soul ; but'as I gradually wit- 


neſſed CRS H, and the Power of his Reſurrection raiſing me from the 
Death of theſe Sins, I felt a Neceſſity of parting with, and deny ing 
myſelf of them; ard I conſider d them to be of the greateſt Obſtacles 
in a religious Progreſs. PF 

hut it has been objected, that Recreations are abſolutely neceſſary 


. relax the & ind, when it has been occupy d or employ'd 
in worlely Affairs, or in the more ſerious Attentiag on divine Objects, 


to which it is not poſſible it can be attending always. 
I grant, that our Losp's enjoining his Followers, to avatch and 


gray continually, and Paul's exhorting the Theſſalonians to pray without , 


ceaſing, does not, in a ſtrict and literal Senie, oblige us to be always 


on our Knees, nor occupy'd in mental Prayer; ſor tho' we ought to 


be led and guided by the Spirit of Cnæ is in all our Adtions, or, a 


Ileaſt, that all we do by Permiſſion, as well as by immediate Direction, 


may be approved in his Sight; yet we are not at all Times under an 
Influence neceſſary for addreſſing the Throne of Grace, in the ſolemn 


Act of Prayer: Newerthele/s, we ſhould always b: fa fur in a Spirit H 


ÞPrejer and Il atctißulneſs, as abe evght to be always in a Chriftian ap4 


Q 


hs 
14 HM 
+. Laid — - 


he I. 


| ei Fe r 

er , when we do | wal and of — 
100 ws, or appointed. s of Devotion, but to a conſtant, ſteady 
and uniform Life of Virtue, Piety and Holineſs. Some are apt to 


1 and they have done their Duty to Gon, when they 5 5 


n not cuſtomary times of formal Prayer, or Devotion (as it is 
falfly called) or their Diverſions don't interfere with this Formality, 
en by ſome is punctually perform d. 

This brings to iny Remembrance the Ard a3 well 2s kf teu 
character a-certain Author gives of a Woman of this pfepoſterous 


Compoſition of Diverſion and Devotion, or, in his own Words, f. 


Religion and Cards; he-repreſents her, in ſome Interval of her Game, 
jult recollecting it was her Hour of Devotion or Prayer, upon Which 
me riſes in great Precipitation, and deſires her Neighbour to hold her 

Cards till the ſteps and fays her Prayers. To mention this Character, 
is fafficientto ſhew the Abſurdity'of it. Again, the Deſcriptibn ano» = 
ther Writer gives of a Woman at her Gaming-Table, is enough, one 
would imagine, to make the hardeſt Forehead bluſh: And to ſa» no 
more, than that it renders her unaimable in the Eyes of reaſonable People, 
one would judge, this would be à great Reaſan for her to decline the 
Diverſion; but when ſhe is repreſented accuſing her ill Fortune, as 
ſhe calls it, in Terms of Fury and Abſurdity, the Portrait is borrid 


and ſhocking, unbecoming'a rational Mind, and moit-unworthy an 


| Perſon who profeſſes Chriſtianity. Compare this Character with 
humble Mary's fitting at her Loxn's Feet, waiting to hear the graci- 
ous Words that proceeded out of his Mouth ——— compare it with 
the Apoſtle's Deſcription of a Woman profeſſing Godlineſs, whoſe 
Mind is adorn'd with Meckne/s, Quietneſi and Mod:fty ; and ſee if you 
can diſcover one ſimilar Line in the Characters. Again, deſcribe a 
Woman dancing at a Ball, and adorn d with all the Luxury and Pomp 
of Drefs, tending, according to the Opinion of nf car ous Writer, to 
excite a Paſſion 1- torbear to name; and Country Dances, ſome of 
em, you know, are condemn d by a Writer much admir d by the po- 
lite and faſhionable Part of the World; who peruſe him, I have 
thought, to very little Purpoſe: ſramine: I ſay, the Characters I 
have mentioned, and ſee if you can obſerve the leaſt Trace of Chri- 
ſtianity in them: In ſhort, a dancing, gaming, maſquerading Carifli- 
| ah, appears as great a Contradiction, and ſounds as harſh and uncouth 
in one's-Ears, as a polluted Chriftian; which I have heard a learn d 
Perſon ſay, was no Inconſiſtency; however, he fail d in his Proof, 
fince I can as ſoon reconcile: Light and Darkneſs, Cuxis r and Belial, 
as that a Perſon can be both a Sinner and a Saint, at the. ſame Mo- 
ment of Time. Bur, farther, tho ſome Recreations, properly  cho- 
fen and adapted, may be lawful to a Chriſtian ; yet 1 have found 
thoſe the Generality of People allow themſelves in, are peruici 
and hurtful in their Conſequences, and therefore unlawful io, and in- 
| ne with the Life of a Cyriſtian. Ar 855 
pon peruſing the Seripture, I find the Apoſtle exhorting the 
: "ram in theſe Words, Whether * er drink, or n 
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not to do any Thing that would obſtruct or hinder, or may be in Op- 
poſition to God's Honour. And tho I don't find any direct Prohi- 


bition of Cards, Plays, Balls, Aſſemblies, Maſquerades, Mufick- 


| Gaidens, c. yet I obſerve they are indirectly forbid, as they have 


not the leaſt Tendency to promote Gop's Glory; but, on the con- 
trary, if you'll take my own Experience for Evidence, tend to hinder 
and prevent any Taſte or Reliſh for divine or ſpiritual Enjoyments ; 


when tis deſign d to contemplate and enjoy more rational, 
ſublime and heavenly Delights. 


We ſare told by an Author (pretty generally read) who diſcourſng, 


nn ſome of his Writings, on the Defign of the Almighty in placing 


Miortals here on Earth, Ve were, ſays he, left here for 4 Time, to be 


 edurated for Heaven: But when we look about, and obſerve what 


Methods for this Educationare purſued, we can't well help concluding; 
the Generality of People have very unnatural, inadequate and groſs 
Ideas, of that glorious Kingdom; and that, if they reflect at all, they 
muſt conſider it no other than a Mabometan Paradiſe; as the Plan of 


- _ Education now a. days, ſeems: deſign'd and calculated, to qualify 
; for a Place where the Senſes are only to be gratified and entertained - 


And indeed I am induced to think the Apoſtle's Doctrine quite reyers'd 
by thoſe called Chriſtians, who, many of them, appear to live by 
Sight, and not by Faith. That Chriſtians ought not to indulge 


themſelves in the uſual Pleaſures, Diverſions, and vain Cuſtoms of 
the World, ſeems evident from the ſacred Writings ; as theſe Amuſe- 


ments appear to be diametrically oppoſite to the Spirit, Temper and 
© Rules 
und Tendency, calculated to ſubdue and regulate the Paſſions and 
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Chriſtianity ; that Syſtem being abſolutely of another Nature 


\ 


Affections of the Mind, by calling us to a Life of Self-denial; and in- 


ſtruQting us to walk in the Steps of an humble, lowly and crucified 


Saviour; for whoever will be Cukisr's Diſciple, muſt crucify be 


Haß, with the Aﬀettions and Lufis ; and I think the followipg Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture-greatly evince, that a Life of Pleaſure is inconſiſtent 
with the Life of, Chriſtianity ; the Apoſtle Paul tells vs, that rho/e 
aubo live in Pleaſure, are dead while they tive: Dead to God and ſpi- 


* ritual Enjoyments. Chriſtians are by the ſame Apoſtle exhorted to 


# edeem the Time, bectiuſe the Days are Eil; which I cannot reconcile 
to the faſhionable Phraſe uſed by profeſſed Chriſtians ; How fall aue 
kill Time ? Work out your own Salvation ci Fear and Trembling, is a 
Precept incompatible to ſpending the greateſt Part of our precious 
Time in Mirth, Wantonneſs, Gaming, Dancing, c. Be ſober 
. Ge wigilant, becauſe your Adverſary, the Devil, is walking about like a 


 voaring Lion, ſeeking whom be may de vour; whom” refift, fledfaft in 
«the Faith : I have conſider d this Paſſage alſo, and find it contrary to 


the Practice of modern Chriſtians; who, inſtead of refiſting the Temp- 
- tations of Satan, blindly feek and run into them, by their -frequenr. 
Attendarce on prophane and wanton Plays, ' vain Muſick-Gardens, 


and wicked Maſquerades, Opera's, Ec. The Reaſon why Chriftiaus 
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| take Heed how we „ left we fall, to cu, and pray, left we . 
' ter into Temptation ; therefore a Life of Wartouneſs and Riot, Eaſe 
and Security, cannot be agreeable to that Circumſpection and Dili- 
Fig wiſite in every Chriſtian, in order; to make bis Calling. 

Han 

anſuitable to Sianers, who may be guilty of immoral Acts, 
and, peu, hve fv lo as theſe to awake out of Sleep, out of 
the Lethargy and Death of Sin ; for the Lond by the Mouth of his 
Prophet, pronounces a Woe againſt ſuch as are at Eaſe in their Sins 3 
and calls upon them to reform, in theſe Words, Cleanſe your ' Hands, 
VVV 
Sin, mourn and weep': Gs to, you rich Men, ue, and 4 your. 
Miferies ths hall come wn you forgo ve ond in Pleas a the 
Barth, and wanton ; ye have nourifbed your Hearts as in a Day of 
Slaughter, &c. And our Loxp pronounces a Woe t them that 
laugh new, for they Gall weep and mourn ; but blefſed are 


- 


Children, was the Advice of CunIs to the Daughters of Jeruſalem ; ; 
and very neceſſary for us at-this Day, that our. Mirth ſhould be 
turned into Mourning, and the evil Rejoicing of many into Heavineſs. 


= 
And T have thought a Life of Diverſion and Pleaſure, 


ye. that weep 
now, for ye Gall r goice hereafttr. Weep for CC = far Jour 


the Devil, it u be'may ; we are exhorted to 2 


open Violation of Govy's Laws: | | 


' Theſe, and ſuch like e of the e Blacebde, appear to mem 


to be irreconcilable with the common Stud and Prattice of leaving” 
Nl -r: Luxury and Wantopneſs, 3 4 
To-morrow ſhall V& 5-id Di aud mach more abeidant 


nn For what is your Tit It 


is even as a Va that appeareth for a little Time, and then 


niſhes away, 7 be Wicked ſays holy Fob, ſpend their Days in Mirt dad, 
and, in a Moment, e But ſome object, that & /o- 


non ſeems to allow us Times and Seaſons for Recreation and Divertiſe- 
ments, Which you confider as unlawful Pleaſures, vit. I Time to fg, 


| and a Time to dance; &. But, what is called an Allowance, appears to 


me to amount fo ho more, than that in Solomon's 5 Days, as well as in 
all former Ages of the World, there were Times in which People did 


thoſe Things he enumerates, and which he obſerves, only adds Va- 
nity to alf human Actions and InventiQns ; but he does not determine 
whether they vere lawful or otherwiſe ; He tells us alſo, of a Time 


to laugh, or rejoice; our Lot, as above, pronounces a Woe againſt — 9 


thoſe that laugh now "or in this Gopal. Bay, ewhertin you are called to 


Repentance, to fit and qualify you to recerve the Goff! of Carter and bie . 

3 Kingdom) for they ſhall mourn amd Weep. 

Solomon mentions a Time to hate which ynder the Goſpel 1 bo- 

ftively prohibited, or forbid, by Cuais T's den Remarks on the 
Jui Low or Tradition; where he evidently ſhews; CCS 

no ſuch Paſſion of the Mind to be exerciſed by Chriſtians 

5 Een Sin, as the Godly hate Sin, becauſe it is a Breach of 
M Ne eee Ennis fra e 


and 
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what is commonly called his Recantation; e 


A leſſer Degree of Piety and Holineſs ? Jam not acquain 


— — — —ꝛ— — - _ - — — 


8 


* 
„ 
-* ot * 


emnting that Solomon i 

' bimſelf in the Pleaſures and Vanities. ke the Age he lived in, which in- 
dieed, appears to be his Cafe ; yet here N in 
firſt proved worldly: 
Wiſdom, he perceived that this was Vanity ion of * : 
Fer in much Wiſdom is much Grief; and be Ang increaſeth Know 


_ #ncreaſeth Sorrow, Eccl. 1 18. Then ſays he, 7\commended Mirth, 


che a Man hath nothing better ander the Gun, than to eat, drink, and bs 
-Go to; I awill ee with Mirth, therefore enjoy Plea' wel 
but, behold, this in ade i; I. ſaid of Laughter, it is "Made, and 
of Mirth, aubat doth it  Eccle il I, 2. For den in Laughter the Heart 
is forrowful, and the-End of that Mirth is Heawvine/s, Prov. xiv. 13. 
And we have this wiſe Man's Opinion, That it is better to go to 
the. Houſe of Mourning; than to the Houſe of Feafling; and that Sor- 
row is better than Laughter ;” for b the Sadneſs of the Countenance, the 
Heart is made better : The Heart of the Wiſe, is in the Houſe of Mourn- 
ing; but the Heart of Fools, in the Houſe of Mirth : Thus, thou may 


_ xejoice, O Man, in thy . and let thy Heart chear thee in 


the Days of thy Vouth, and walk in the Ways of thx Heart, and in 
the Sight of thine Eyes ; but remember it is at thy Peril; ſor know - 
thou, "ikir ber Al ce Things Goo will bring thee into Judgment. 
Let us now bear his Concluſion Of the whole Matter: The Far of the 
Lend #s the Beginning of Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil a good Under- - 


Panding 3 therefore fear Gob, and keep his Commandments, for this is 


the whale Duty of Man: For Gop Hall bring every Work into Judg- 
or! Bk: with oy Jars Things wor it be gaod, r <vbother oe | 
Tai R 


_ But Fahey. to; evitee that the- common ing 3 cw ds and\Amuſe: | 
monts of the Age, are incongruous and unfit for Chriſtians to recreate | 


bhemfelyes:with — do but propoſe to a pious, grave Clergyman, to 
| accompany any. one of you to a Ball, a Play, a Maſquerade, or Aſſem- 


. bly; or invite him to make a Party at Cards, Dice, or any Game; and 


ſee what an Indignity he Il tell — thou haſt offer d him, telling thee, 
that theſe Amuſements. are inconſiſtent with: his Function, Ac. And 
indeed every one who has, or does frequent Play- houſes, knows that 
thoſe Clergymen-who take the -undue Liberty of f venting them, - 
go conceal'd and diſguis d in what they call a Lay-habit: Whereas, 
if theſe Entertainments were ſuitable to a Chriſtian Spire, and that ſo- 
lid, grave, pious ſition of Mind, uchich it is the Duty of every 
common Chriſtian to labour for, and be found. in; why may not the 
beet Chriſtians frequent them openly, a$ well as thoſe who 4 arg to 
ted with any 
Text in the ſacred Writings, that allows me, or any one elſe, te be 


| ene Wht les piobe, holy, or virtuous, than our Teachers; nay, Da- 


vid did not ſcruple to ſay, In Matters of Religion, or the Things 
of Gop;- that he was wiſer, and had more Underſtanding than all his 
Teachers; For thy Teſlimonies, O Lokb, are my. Meditation and De- 
Jight.; Iundirſtand more than the Antients (who undoubtedly were well 
„ the outward a written Law) for this cogent Rea- 


ſon, 


de World, real Perſons of the Character of Romantick Heroes; 


* „% „  RTE 
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_ theſe Words, Brethren, be ye Fallowers of me, and mark them which 
co ſa, as ye bave u for an Example 5 and whereunta db bave . a,. 
really attain'd, let us walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the ſame Things, 
And in his Directions or Council to — tells him, To be an KA- 
ampli do the Bulitbers, in Word, in Coroerſation, in Charity [or Love] 
in Spirit, in Faith, aud in Purity He alſo directs Titus, To extiort - 
the the Frong den Men to 0 be ſaber minded; in all Things ſhewing himſelf a 
Works, in Uncorruptneſs, Gravity „and Sinceri > > 
2 it may hood objected, that ſome of the n on thefaſhio le N 
Diverſions of che World, don't immediately affect you, as you have 
no Maſquerades nar Mufick- gardens, to entertain you; neither are 
Theatrical Entertainments frequent amo! of you. This is true ; but 
you have, in the Winter-ſeaſon, 'Aﬀermblies once a Week, wherein 
vou dance and game; Balls and Dancing at other Times and Places, 
Card-playing at To own Houſes, fc. And, ſuffer me farther to 
ſay, That I am ſenfibſe you, many of you, fall not to give your At- 
 tendance on every Occaſion of Mirth and Jolity; and that you mimick 
Great Britain in every Foppery, Luxury and Recreation,” within | 
your Reach; which diſcovers àæn equal Inclination, but A 3 44 3 
pairings Fondneſs for Pleafure and Diverſions: — oy —— 
ave few or no Opportunities: of freq your EDEN: 
ſets, doubtleſs, we feind with Books Fu dort ; which, if it be 
unlawful to ſee them exhibited on the Stage (as Mam Law, a Cler- © 
man, greatly proves it is) "tis equally law fat and unfit for Chriſ- 
ns to read them: And, permit me to remind you, that you have _ 
Biſhop Butnet's, as well as Bifhop Tillotſon's Teſtimonies againſt Plays; 
wah, in a Sermon on the Education of Youth, in ſo many Words, 
calls the Play-houſe, the Devil's Chapel : And i in a Diſcourſe againſt | 
corrupt. Communication, he occafionally mentions Plays, and fays, 
They are intolerable, and not fit to be permitted in civilized , much 
©lefs a Chriſtian Nation: They do moft notoriouſly miniſter, to 
Vice and Infidelity :, By their Prophaneneſs they are apt to inſtil bad 
Principles into the Minds of Men, and to leſſen that Awe and Reve- 
_ * rence which all Men ought to have of God and Religion: And by 
their Lewdneſs they teach Vice, and are apt to infeft the Minds of 
Men, and diſpoſe them to lewd and diffetute Practices: Thus far 
Biſhop Tillotſon. ; 
Now hear the Archbiſhop of Camdray* s Sentiments of theſs kindof 
Books and Entertainments. In his Treatiſe on the Education of Voutk 
he tells us; Young Perfons, and eſpecially Women, have roving 
wy Imaginations, and for want of ſolid Nounſhment, their Curioſity 
turns on vain and dangerous Objects; ; ey are extremely affected 
With. Remances, and chimerical Adventures, 'ang Plays, in which 
Prophane Love bears a mighty Share, and fills their "Minds with 
empty Notions, which bear no Proportion to the 'tras Motive or 
8. © Spring of our Actions in this preſent Word: A poor Girl, whoſe 
Head is fill'd with ſurprizing Strains, is diſappointed not to find, _—_ 


I es ſhe would ve like one of their re Princefles, Wae | 
\ | 4 D 2 | , Dig” "> 


CF 


LY tv 
»-© 2 


"[3}]_ 


©Di dees it be for her to deſcend from this imaginary Sure, to 
| (Big Parts and Offices of Houſewifery?” © 4 | 
Thus you may obſerve from the Sentiments Fd tad ed | 


Ons . the 8 ee. that attend the frequenting 
| Books ;. as 


* e 1 Gall, % 
j ja the ſublime Myſteries of Chriſtianity, yet I have been induced ts 
| conſider it both abſurd and irrational to propoſe vain Amuſements and 

Diverſions to Chriſtians, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven; who have 


taſted of the good Word of Life, witneſs'd of the Powers of the 


World to come, ſhar' d, in Part, of the Joys of Heaven, by divine 
_ - Communion and Fellowſhip with God : For, as the Apoſtle fays 
_ truly, The Fellowſhip of all real Chriſtians is with the Father, and 
with the Son, 8 Jrsus; with whom, having fat in high and 
| heavenly Places, they look down with holy Contempt on lower En- 
oyments :*? To preſcribe, I ſay, to theſe earthly Pleaſures and De- 
lights, - nay, vain and irrational Ones too, is, as the pious Boyle juſt! 4 
obſerves,” as unreaſonable, as if one ſhould imaging an 4 le could 
dazzled with a Glow-worm, when, from bis high Station, 15 had heen 


neg newly gazing at the Sun. And indeed were the common Recreations 


both innocent and lawful, a true Chriſtian could not conceive any 
Delight in them, or in any Thing that tended to divert their Medi- 
tation, and carry them ſo far from Gov, whoſe. Words and Preſence 
are become more to them than their neceſſary Food; and even the 
Ceres and Concerns of this Life, which on various Occafions, muſt 
neceſſarily occupy the Thoughts of Chriſtians, are irkſome ane bur- 
thenſome to many; as they, in ſome Sort deprive them of more near 
and intimate Communion and Intercourſe with Gop ; who, tho” he 
is that High and Holy One, that inhabits Eternity, and dwells in 
Light inacceſſible by mortal Eyes; tho' Heaven is his Throne, and 
Farch his Footſtool, yet 111 by his Hol 25 to tabernaele 
with Men, and ſtoop ſo low as to ſtand at the Door of our Hearts, 
and knock for an — Behold! ſaith the Load, I fand at the 
Door and knock, any Man open to me, I will come in and ſup with. 
| bins, and he. ſpall ſup vith me. Thug, when we are made Partakers of. 
this bleſſed and divine Communion' and holy Supper, we are ready 
to cry out after this Manner, Tis good for us to be here; Lord | E- 
vermore give us this Bread 1 I — thought the royal Pſalmiſt 
- ſeem'd to be much in the Caſe or State I have mentioned; thirſting 
aſter Gop, as he himſelf expreſſes it, but often interrupted and carry d 
away by the Avocations of his Kingdom, and Perplexities from his. 
Enemies, at a greater Diſtance from Gop than was pleaſing to him, 
and which he ſeems to have in View, and lament, when reading 
bis Cauſe before the bra he complains of the O from. 
Men of the World, who, fays he, have their Portion in this Life. 
And, on another Ocraſion, 124 deſeribes ſome of the ſame Diſpoſition, 


| N e . us So PIO Good ? But as for my * 
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by Kube with tly Likeneſs ; Troll bald thy Face i Righta 
220 Lon, I wp 2 . x by Countenazice upon me, then Hall T 
rejoice more, than when Cor and Oil encreaſeth. And again, , 
hen Tal (or am free from loterrapton rruption) I am fill with. thee, * 
where 1 drink in thy Preſence of the Fountain 0 Life, and in thy Light T' 
Jer more Light ; for bleſſed is the Man duboim f chooſoft, « and cau/ef ts . 
approach unto thee, that be may duell in thy Courts, for in thy Preſence 
is fulneſs 92 27 Th, and at thy Right Hand are Rivers 4 Pleaſures s for 
. evermore . And he pronounces the Man bleſſed, woþy/+ gbe is in the. SE 
| Law of the Lond, and <ubo meditates therein Day aud Night. 
Such Meditations of the Lozp are ſweet” untg his People, A 
makes them glad in his Preſence ; and the ſpirituzl Intercourſes, with 
which the Almighty in great Mercy and Condeſtenſion is pleaſed to 
favour his Servants and-Children, are indeed in ſome D ree Fare. 
taſtes of Heaven: For tho' the tells us, 1 (the af che 8 
natural Man, who is devoted and enſlaved to earthly Things) hath se 
ſeen, nor Ear beard, neither hath'it enter d ita yhe Heart (of ſuch Men 
as theſe) to conceive the Things aubich Gap bath For them that 
| love him; but Gov hath revealed them unte us. by bis Spirit: For thy 
Spirit ſearcheth all Things, yea, the deep Things of Goy : ' But the natu- 

ral Man receiueth not the Things of the Spirit of Goo, for they are Fees 4 

liſone/s to bim, neither can he know them (while he remains in his natu· 

ral and carnal State] becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 7 
But to proceed ; have partly told you what Recreations are con- 

ſider'd by us as.unlawful for Chriſtians. to be exerciſed in ; and ſhall 

now, in the Words of one of our Worthies, tell you What we 12. 

lawfal or convenient. Tunocent Divertilemants, ſays he, whic 
ſufficiently ſerve for Relaxation of the Mind, are be; Friendemey 
vi/it one another; hear or read. Hiſtory L of the refenc or peſt Trout: 
aliens; follow Gardening; uſe geometrical and mathematical 
ments; and {ach Things of this Nature; in all which aus are not to forget 
Gov. To this-let me add the Concurrence of the Biſhop of Cambray, 
in his Rules for educating Youth ; who, ſpeaking of Reereations pro- 

per for a young Perſon, ſays thus: There id Nd of fine Machines or | 

Sights, theatrical Pomps or Expences, to recreate @ young Woman ; but 
, en inſiruftive Reading : a Labour which is by herſelf freely undertaken ; 

4 Walk, or a little innocent Converſation, which relaxes the Mind after 'F 
hard Tae and leaves a purer Foy in her, than of the moft charmig 
Mufick, or fludied Diverſion. And, further, we may conſider. the 
Works and Order of Nature; for. the Heavens. declare the Glory of 
God, and the Firmament ſheweth his Handy-work ; Day unto Day ur- 

tereth Speech, and Night unto Night forweth Knowledge : Thus the. in- 
viſible Things: of God are ai/cerned (by the Things ** are viſible) 
even tbe Eternal Godhead, By ſuch Obſervations, ſays one, of our 

Authors, The Creation I; no longer be a Riddle to us ; the Heavens, 

Earth and Waters, with their raſbective various, and numerous Inbabi- 
tants ; their Produdtions, Natures, Seaſons, Sympathies, and Antypathies 5 *' 

their Uſe and Benefit, would be better undir/tood by us ; and an ettrnal = 

: ier, Tower, Aal and Goodneſs, very con/Picuous to u, . 2 
N, 
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Lubeſe Stamp 0 7; | - ' 
yd, 1 This e 1 Das the Uk of the World? 
Por bow could Man bave the Conſcience to abuſe it, while they fee the 

220 great" Creator flaring them in the Face, in all and every Part of it. And 


add; 4s Mas as confier"d as the Epitome of the World, we ſhould not 


85 be ignorant of tur own Make and Frame ; 4 Glaſs, in which we Hou 


fee that true, inftrufting and agreeable Varitty, which is to be ob/erwed 


| nog ee een and Aoration / that 
, " Power, that created and 


Theſe and ſuch like e from higher Auentions, do not 


exclude Gob; whereas it would be impious ſo much as to imagine, 
chat the Smiles of God's Countenance, or his holy Preſence, can in 
the leaſt Degree be enjoy d in the common Paſtimes and Diverſions 
of the Work; 


tis not expetted nor pretended to by any of the Vo- 
taries to Pleaſure. On che contrary, how is the {acted Name of the 


Almighty daily and frequently prophaned, not only by profeis d 
.. Gameſters, but by Perſons of both Sexes, who play, as they ſay, for 


Diverfion, and Who make no Scruple frequently to take Gop's holy 
Name in vain, and uſe it wickedly and abfardly to blefs or curle 


their, as they term it, good or bad Fortune f And indecd it has been 
8 es Subject of Amazement and Sorrow to me, when I ſo frequent - 


meet with, and obſerve this Impiety, even amongſt Profeſſors of | 


| Chriſtianity of moſt Denominations, who ireverantly, and, without 
Fear, take God's ſacred Name into their Mouths in their ordinary 


and trivial Diſcourle, and vain Converſation ; -not 


this Practice is an open and manifeſt Violation of one of God's Laws 
9 or Commands, in which he declares, He avi not hold them guiltlef; that 


rake li, Name in vain (which Precept they frequently repeat in their 


© Worſhip.) Ard our-Loxp aſſures us, that for every idle Word that 


Men thall ſpeak, they ſhall give an Account in the Day of Judgment ; 


how much more then for this daily Breach of One, x the leaſt, of 

his Precepts'? I would beg Leave to remind you, how careful and, 

-  EircumſpeRt David was in his Words; J. ſays he, <vill take Heed ta 

- my Ways, that I fin not with my Tongue ; Tauili beep my Mouth as with 

2 Bridle, &c. And the Apoſtle James tells us poſitively, That Per- 
. Religion is ain vt ho bridleth nos his Tongue That wwe ſuffer no 


Communication-to proceed out of our Mouths ; but, on the con- 
trary, /uch as is good, to the Uſe of edifying, that it may 


miniſter Grace 


1 9 5 Heartrs, One Mark of the Enemies of Gop is, that they 


Prophane his Name. Thine Enemies, ſays the Plalmiſt, tale th 
Name in vain, O GOD! 
Ia the Life and Character of Robert Boyle, as an Honour to his 


f Memory we are told, That he never mentioned the Name of the 


Almighty, but with the greateſt Reverence, and always made a Pauſe 


at the ſame Time: I wiſh the Example of ſo pious a Man may be 
more regarded, and the Evil Conſequence of the above impious 
Practice more conſider d. But to return: The Manner in which we 
think it allowable to ſpend our leiſure Eours, as has been obſerv!d; 


* 
. ” 
. 
* _ 


Joes not exclude Gov; hat ever 


Eye to Gop; and as we live in a Senſe of his Fear and Preſence, 
mort Ejaculations, or Breathings, which come from, will often aſ- 


cend to, Gon. On the*contrary, where is the leaſt Room for Gov, 


am 

pecially in Great Britain, where the Hours of People of this Name 
are ſpent in Folly, Impertinence and. Wickedneſs ? As Home is bur- 
thenſome to Perſons of this Caſt, tis now faſhionable to go Abroad to 


ng thoſe People who are ridiculouſly term'd. People of Faſhion, ef- 
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. edifying, moral and pious Reflections, never forgetting to have an 


Breakfaſt, and, like thoſe prophane Perſons the Apolite Peter de- 


* ſcribes, They. count it Pleaſure to riot in the Day-time; ſome. of 
theſe dance great Part of the Morning away, while others are enter- 
tained with Drollery, Mimick'ry and Buffoonery, When they are ſuf- 


ficiently tired with this Levitꝝx and Wantonneſs, the next Appearance 


of the Women at leaſt, is at the Mercer's, Milliner's, or 'Toy-ſhop, 
ſpending in Folly, Superfluity and Extravagance, while the Huſbands 
of ſome of them are perplexing their Brains how to ſupport his Wife's 
Vanity, which is now become his own, as he proudly conſiders it a 


Reproach to himlelf, that his Wife ſhould be leſs fine and faſhionable - 


than his Neighbour's. The Toilet claims the Remainder. of the 
Morning, till call'd upon at perhaps Three or Four o Clock, for 


Dinner; and then ſhe is ſo hurried and uneaſy, that ſhe can't ſtay 


longer at her Glaſs to admire her Fopperies, that ſhe has little to do 


but quarrel with her Dinner or Servants, "till the Hour of Viſiting N 
er Diverſions, which poſſibly may continue till Three or Four next 


Morning. By the Account you have of one Day, you may eafily 


eonjeture how the whole Week. is ſpent. The Buſineſs. of this 
Week being over, let us now ſee how the firſt Day of the next is em- 


ploy d, or whether any thing of the Chriſtian appears in their Beha- 
viour on this Day. Having no Buſineſs to. do on this idle Day, as 
many make it, ſome indulge and ſleep longer than uſual on other 
Days, except thoſe who uſe it as a Dax of Exerciſe or Recreation, 


' making, Excurſions into the Country merely for Pleaſure. But let y 


attend thoſe who go to their reſpective Places of Worſhip regularly, 
theſe, by the prepoſterous, fantaſtical and ſplendid Dreſſes, of both 


Male and Female, would. induce a Stranger to think were Idolators, 


_ repairing to ſome Heathen Temple, rather than the Worſtip, of the 

true Gop,. who beholds their Splendor * and Pride with Contempt, 
and every One that is proud will he abaſe ; for it is ſaid, The Lozxp- 
of Hoſts hath purpoſed to ſtain the Pride of all earthly Glory. But next, 
let us obſerve them in their Worſhip ; and here again, we might 
imagine they were addreſſing ſome ſenſeleſs dumb Idol, rather thay 
the great Searcher of Hearts: For if we may be allow'd to judge by 
the Evidence of our Senſes, when we ſee. the Eyes of the greateſt 


Fart of the Congregation wandering abroad, on the Faces of Dy | 


„ Are God's Eyes charm'd thy Veſtments to behold, _ 
« Glaring in Gems, and bright with glitt*'ring Gold? 
— The Sacrißces he requires, | 
9 55 « Are Hearts which. Love and Zeal inſpires, + 
And Vows with ſtricteſt Cara made gocd. 
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| bf d ben we tiny eber derb their: GC a 
7 3 or intent on their Worſhip : But how monſtrous and impious 
B the Behaviour of theſe People, pretending to be eniployed in the Ser- 
vice of the Supreme Being, when we behold them bowing and a 
ug Homage to-each eher, ſometimes in the nid of their Wo 
This trreligious Conduct I have not only been an Eye Witheſs of, Y 
" - Þut in the Practice of it, when I profeſſed with you's on which Be. 
| haviour; a as well as other Parts of Indevotion, 1h have fince refleQed 
with Horror; and found our Lozp's Words on ſeveral Occaſions, | 
verybied in myſelf ; 1 had been-indeed big. 1 bnqw not wah 
therefore in vain was all the AAS Cy and 1 | 
a outwardly, when 1 received us inward or ſpiritual 
A certain Clergyman, now living, as far as I lin kk Re- 
marks on the Levity and irreverent Conduct of Feople in this falſe 
Devotion) wiſhes Their Prayers may not be found in the Catalogue of 
- their Sins. And another adviſes them, when at their Prayers, “ 
Tauſe, and of themſelves, if they really + pray? I have been fp ca | 
concerned, when I have thought that ſuch Pretences to Worſt 
be confider'd no other (if I may be allow'd the Expreſſion) 
' fronting the Almighty to his Face; and that 1 take 85 
| fame Cranplaine as he did of old a yo the Fews, ſaying, This Peo- 
155 Ha pigh to me avith their ongues and their Lips, but their 
WE rts are far from me. And now # the Worſhip is over, 28 
ſetve if we can r any Remarks on the Sermon: No ſurely ; that 
us not the Buſineſs that principally concern'd them; but the Faſhi- 
ens and Garbs of one another ingroſs the whole Obſervation, as 
7 are diſmiſſed, and are commonly the Subjedt of Cover. | 
lation moſt part of the remaining Day. 
hut when we conſider the Fractice and Preparation of the forego- 
ing Week, the Horror and Amazement we muſt-certainly have been 
bild with, while we are refleQing, will ceaſe; and we ſhall en- 
1 elude with Regret, That better cannot be expected from People, 
| while they remain in ſuch an inconfiderate, irfehgious, and unhappy 
SBitastion! The Impiety of a Life thus ſpent in this Cirde of Mad. 
nes, Folly and ale Devotion, is ſufficient, one would think; to 
* and draw down the Indignation of the Almighty on the 
eady of ſuch Tranſgreſſors, with — he has long ſuffer d, in or- 
dier to ＋ N them to Repentance. And have been led to admire 
and adore -Forbearance and Mercy of the Majeſty of Hea- 
vel, who is A. ly affronted and lg by his Creatures; 
Creatures too of his Pleaſure; whoſe 25 Breath and Being, depend 
* 6n his Will; and who placed us here on this Earth to ſerve him our 
Creator, by glorifying him with our Bodies, Souls and Spirits. But 
alas! lte of giving the Honour due to his Name, or acnow- 
kd ging him in all our Ways, as we are exhorted, tis impoſſible that 
People in this Courſe of Life that I have deſcribed, can acknow- 
ledge Gop in any of their Ways; and that in the Room of having 
him in all their Thoughts, they take certain and ſore Meaſures to. 


_ exclude him kom all ther Thoughn, And when 1 bare MR 
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4 fu te: 55 
| „bow wou'd, or coy'd they reliſh the Pleaſute ſaid to bo at 


25 ee br adlight i. ls Preſence, when heb few dec 


can rationally * to ne ut Heaven) 7 


Acquaintance, union or Felſo wir him on Earth ? | 
Wt Kioſk, ternity in his Service 
and Praiſe, when Menti Eier, 2m and the Things of 


Gob, are irkſome elf e in Time f And it is now become / 
upfaſhionable and mean, and the Mark of a pufillinimous Spirit, fo 
wuch as to inſinuate any nh ye eee 


55 But let not _ deceive themſelves, and hope to 
ca v 


en and Happineſs or cafier Terms than Parr Bars Fig Maw "_ 
dat thoſe > 


5 1 For if we will credit the facred' Writings, none 
1 have fincerely Trepetited of their evil Ways, and turn'd from 


who have Jov'd, fear'd and ferv'd God here below and 


bo Rave gain'd the Victory over their finful Tufts and Paſſions, can 


wig admitted into this glorious Minfion of Bliſh (nor none bat thads f 


ws are properly qualified. for a N who 

Song of the I) where the happy E 
of ne Right hteous 5 0 be praiſing G op, and giving 

Name ; 1 John (call'd the Divine) teſtißes; 7/aw, lays be 7 

who had gotten the Vice ory, *vith Hargs in their Hands, finging 

of Moſes, the Serwant 3 2 * Lob, and the Song of the Land, 455 

ing, JS ws and Marvel, wo * 1 Wh wo 

| true are thy Ways, - thou of” Saints [ , not 

I 0 a glbrify t th Mas, And every Pl fr 

in Heaven pr 12 Go? Sing. Bi hs Foes, Glory an Power, 

be unte him thi. 


rer And every Ordo of continually ' crying, Holy, Ho 
# the Lond A And thoſe who are redeemed, wh 


* 


are waſh'd in the Blood of the Lamb, 9 — arm x 


Habitation, not thro Pomp and Luxury, but thro" great Tribula- 
tion, ſtand before” the Throne of God, and ſerve him Night and 
Day in his Temple; and he that fitteth on the Throne ſhall dwell 


ſhall wipe away all Teats from their Eyes 


It this be the ha py Situation of the Bleed above, an wekovs 2s: of 
but ie s, examine ourſelves, - I beſeech you; _ wo 


- Reaſon' to doubt 
ſee how. you are prepar'd and for ſuch a Place and Condi 
tion'; and remember . Living only, thoſe whom Cunts hath 
redeemed from the Power of the dk of Bin, and quicken'd, by 
. the Reſurrection of his Holy Spirit, to a Life of Holineſs, that can 
| truly praiſe Gov ; thoſe who are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin, can - 
not celebrate bis Praiſe, nor fing the Song of the ranſomed Ones. 
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teth DON Te "anil to tht Lamb, 8 1 75 


amongſt them, and lead them to Fountains of Uring Water, and Ce 
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mmune with 


Gop; and be at Peace: For I teſfify to you th 
witneſſed his Peace and Favour to Wetter that Ls; for whi 


my Heart, az well as my. Lips, have often return'd,” to his 
Name, 
"ole his Favour to their & 1] 15 the way ſes” ind 
R — 51 ©: You who afe afar 

from Gop, draw near, N taſte it ; and 
von who are near, with me, 0 e his Might, Times of 


"33% Ignarance Gop winked at ; but now, in | this Goſpel. Day, ke com- 


mands all Men, every where, to repent ; as Life and Immortality: 1s 
krought to Light, t * the Go of. Jesvs Cunts ;* whoſe 
Goſpel you 71 to rejoice in: But if thoſe, calle Chriſtian: 
8 3 e Famifies of the Fafth) re 
againſt the Light, your Pantone ai be the greater, according to 
the Pr oportion of Rnowky 2 8085 e For that SerVant 
according to h Vale, 
8 Bring your 90 . A to e lo of Cyr we in your ow 
2 ices, and ſee if they are i Gas: Remember why 
8 refuſed to bop their! ed to this Lip ht; it was be. 
8 it would manifeft inanifedd that the they were Evil, aid therefote teproved 
© by it. „ tho' the Proſpect may appear bloom and unpleaſant to 


to gratiſy than croſs our Tenſual Inclinatiops and Ap tites ; 
1 you. may be averſe to 2 Undertaking which is likel is prove 
3 a Taſk ſo  diſguſtful and diſagreeable, as cuaging our 
old Cuſloms and Manners ; which you are told by the Apoſtle, muſt 
$8 done: All _ are in 2 1 Abe's new ee, ; ON 
ings 7 may, all Things ces Bea v, and all of Gov. 
1 — 8 y think lava 1555 but Se the 
ties of F rſh 251 | Blood cannot we e with. 5 you into the King- 
_ of Gop ;, whoſe Love, when you are Ny, 2 Poſſeſſion of it, 
will make hard Things eaſy, and bitter Things 
Many are diſcouraged and afraid to ner 1283 a religious Courſe 
of Life, as it will, They wag Ine, retrehch their Liberties and 
der, their Lives unpleaſant, 1 and melanchol/: This, indeed 
is one of the Subtilties of ann ; one of kis evil Reports of the good 


Land of Promiſe, which tis his Advantage to Prevent your Entrance 
into. But don't believe him, nor his evil he was a Liar 


from the Beginning, and remains fo to this Day. "Though the Path 
* moſt 9 is narrow, and will not At of many Thin, 
and the yrant, Cuſtom, Maintal 
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dur 
your -; 


Sow the Caſe 


and Thankſgivings ! O that war) ey e 2 


EL an neither does | 


a and you may be unwilling to break your falſe Peace, and diſ. 
"rs Reſt you have created to N vo and find a ſtronger Pro- 


E the Way, you vin Hate ao Affen. i 


APs 


"F7 


eqpagh.t0 2 Have kings 

n aig: indeed, 

5 82 5 SEO AN Caf th love 8 5 
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5 e ere, prbap / 


lies in! tc 


1 8 ein 
= Service, 1s Perfect 


8 e 3 


oe if 


herefore let me e e 
hk: G ENT 2715 = 

5, wad aſe Call, while the Diy of Viſta 
whey. x4 U. © 05 Ga e e 
13 Gags fre d Ma, . be alſo ja; 


ply then with the o Term of Savin yo 
e 3 to 1 15 ESC may e 
| bt if 
He many 0 995 Falleve,” K 


V at little Sins will not be N he 
might; that Satan, & e World, and the Fleſh, are fo powerful, 
that they cannot get 5 tter of Boſe Httle Weakneſſes F 


ſo incident to in Nature ; an er not, on their Princi- 
ples, expect to freed from the 99 th e the Grave, they do 
pot lo mack as deb le. to obtain 185 veſt over them; 
but depend on Gop's 8 pig lea he will se bs extreme to mark 
mall N and are exaR in forge moral Duties, they 
| 1 5 BR Fg Gino, e . * 85 1 
is t don't 4 is alſo | 
ꝛeign Juftice, will We 5 bot 09 the n neither will vil ko 
of gy from his Eq 


uity, to acquit the _—_ for as the Righte- 
[of te Rhino be upon him, ſo the Wieder of the 
| Ezek. xviii..20. Cay ye to tbe Righteous, it ſhall 
3 fer be ſoall eat the Fruit of bis Doings : But. vor 
FN. eee, 

Kid, 5 theſe trite ee which are ſo ge- 


roy ke ef e Palins „appear as it 


8 down. to yours: Dow: 5 5 4 
© from Frier 


Ws 


£ e as, and I think, Sine 
they ake the Almighty s m_ e 

n Ther Ka. greater Power ad Strength to Satan, than to the 

But Perhaps they imagine the Almighty will diſpenſe 

yi 5 — "of his Prone, fince they allow ac in a more ab- 


And now: ive we Leave to tell you what the 4 r AJ 5 
5 vocate, Chilling worth, ſays on this Subject, in a Sermon = | 
| before King Charles the Firlt (i I'remember right) which take it in 
bis own Words and Senſe. * Some aſcribe a Sort of Onipotency 
Ide Ward, the Fleſh, and the Devil; and that Gop neither does 
dor will give ſufficient Strength to reſiſt them; which Opinion 1 
A -: 8 lode, and poſitivel) affirms, that. by the A 
_ os: no? Gon it is in our Power ta reſiſt them ; and ſhews' w 
_. © Necellity of ſo doing, rom what we ate ſo frequent l y and plainl 
= * aflured of in the New-Teflament „ viz. That without actual Log 
1 * feftual Mortifcation, with aftual and eſſential Amendment of Life, 
_ :.-- Ky Regeneration apd Sans, no Hope, no Poſfibility of Salva 
| "ET * tion, Thus vou ſee, Jays Be, all the divine Writers of the New. 
Fenn, with one Conſent, and with one Month, proclaim the 
*  * Neceſſity of real Holineſs, and labour to diſenchant us from the vain 
Fancy, That Men may be ſaved by ſorrowing for their Sins, and 
— 's intending to leave them, without effeftual Converſion and Refor- 
325 * mation of Life: Which, it may be fear'd, has ſent Thoufands of 
. hay: ho | Hell, 25 a olden Dream of Heaven; And therefore he 
is Audience, * That it was not the pleaſin 
7 e of If being of ſuch a SeQt « or Profeſſion, ther with 
2 ing to Church, ſay ing OT hearing of Prayers, rec ving 'of 8881 
2 ments, hearing, repeating or preaching "of Sermons'; ; with Zeal for 
_* Ceremonies, or Zeal againſt chem; or, indeed with any Thing 
+ * elſe, than copſtant Piety towards Gop, Joſtice and Charity to our 
_ ,* Neighbours, "Temperance, Chaſtity and Sobriety towards out- 
| * ſelves; we ſhall © one Day find we have not mocked God, bot our- 
„ ſelves; and ſhall have dur Portion among Hypocrites ! We make 
. * the Church a Stage whereon to act our lars laying our — | 
. there we, make a Profeſſion every Day of confeſſing 
© dans, with humble, lowly, penitent and Obe dent Hearts; ; yi 
* when we have talked after this Rate, twenty, thirty, or forty 
1 K ** our Hearts, for the moſt Part, continue as proud, as 17 
nitent, and as Gſobodicat, as they were in the Beginning *. . 
= e 
„ Þ A de RL in ſome Remarks on the Confetfion and Litam in the 
Book of Common Prayer, exclaims after this Manner; What! always learning, 
and never coming to the Knowledge of Truth? Miferabls Sinners you find us, and 
miſerable you leave us | And, in the Taſte of Confeſſion, he thus ſtates the» Mat- 
ter; . Suppoſe thou hadſt a Son, and ſhoulaſt daily let him know what og” 
wouldſt have him do, and he ſhould Day by Day, Week by Week, and Y 
" Year, provoke thee to th Face, ſhould ſay, Father, I have not pi What 
thou commandeſt me ta do: but I have done quite the contrary J and ſhould con- 
- tinve-to provoke thee to thy Face, once, or oftner, evety Week, wou'dſt thou not 


_.. ©» think him a rebellious Child, and that his Applitation to thee was mere Markey $ 
And would it not oecafion thee to 4. him . 
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render Thanks to Almighty Gov; for-the'great Benefits received at 

« his Hands: And if this were to be peformed with Words, with 

*« Hoſannas, Hallelujahs, Gloria Patris, Pfalme, Hymns, and: ſuch 

"like outward Matters; peradventure'we- ſhout! do . ſufficient- 

_ » © 1y: But, in the mean Time, in du Lives and Actions, we pro- 
| oke the Almighty, and that to his: Face, with all Variety uf 

*'grieyous and bitter Frovocatione f We do thoſe Things which be 
has aſſhred us to be d unto Him, add to bis Nature. 

And therefore” he laments to ſes; that the Nower of Godlinels; al- 

moſt in alt Places, was decried And vaniſhed ; the Form and FY 

ſelſon of it on femaining : "that the Spirit and Soul of Religion 
was, for the- nioſt Part, gone, and only the outward Carcals br 

Shadow of it left behind ! His whole: Diſcourſe-was to preſs the ab- 

* ſalite Neceflity of Converſion from Sin, and to ſkew that nothing 
'« ſhort of it would find one in an Stead. That none were Cuntsr es,, 
© but thoſe who have crucified the Fleſh; witk the Affections and Luſts: 

They that have not done ſo, let them bs us ſorcowful as they . 
they, as yet, are none of Ca- And he -cries out, Lon p! 

„hat a Moltitade of Chriſtians are there in- the World, that do not 

belong to Cx IsT ! And then goes on; It is not a wiſhing, but a 

Working Faith : Not a wiſhing you were a new Creature: but be- 

5 Ling a new Creaturs: 

. have not kept, not purpoſing valny vo leg ; but the 

his Commandments muſt prevail with Him, | as it is not to the 

* wk but to the Obedient the Promiſe id given. But is nob this, 

run Works, as the Papi do No, 'cermivly but 

oe orks, * as n and his AD : Gy it is to 
1 IS the of them, which no good Proteſtant, no 

| hriſtian ever denied; C 

_ © which is the Error of che Papi. N 

By this Author's Manner of preach E Works, we may inks, that 
he includes all Chriſtian, as well as moral Virtues; we Are, We 

muſt become new Creatures, and keep all God's Commandinents :* 

And I would obſerve to ſome, whom I have elſewhere ſaid ſeem to 

© confine Chriſtianity to moral Duties, and, in ſome Sort, to enclude 

"the Duties of the firſt Table; Which we are as punctual to perſorm. 

as thoſe of the Second; what will it avail us, 'tho' we be exact in 


, = ; * 9 . 
* 0 
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"pes wile yaw! had kept, nor aſorrowing _ 


© moral Works, if the Motive of them do not come from Gop+for 
tho“ we do all, imaginable Juſtice to Mankind, tho“ we give all out 


Goods to the Poor, and ſuffer —4 what we thin our Religion; et 


8 the Apoſtle Paul tells us, we may e the moſt material 
Point, if we have not Charity 3 b do from that which ought 


to be "the Spring and Motive of all our Actions, wiz. Love to Gov. 
The young Man who came to Caisr, had, as he faid; kept the 
Commands contain d in the ſecond Table, and yet we find him unfit 
for eternal Life; he was negatively good: he had not done any | 
Murther, nor committed Adultery ;| he had not ſtole from, nor de- 


; frauderl his Neighbours PRION Kult DoD * 
| ca 


* 4 
* 


, 
— 


* 


F ee 
* 75 "ment 5 ot * or 


* = 7 7 2 
o * = SF. | . . | 7 * 
A 4 


= \ 47 F A " 4 1 * 
1 Y * o g . 
* ” 
| MW | 7 2 ; 


Rd 


its 


Lit, 
„ Exceſs. \ 


185 20 that 


785 


2 r hy > aches nals — 11 60 — pirated in 4 
Sings, to. dawe them leſi, er hate them (comparatively) ther ave may 
3 bis (Diſciples. And next I ſhall endeavour. to illuſtrate, by one 


Inſtance, among the many I have experiepcsd, how I. underſtand the 
©- above Precept, by Jaying how I conducted myſelf. in a Circumftance 
wherein Self- Genial apperdoregaine aud. neceſſary to be put in 


When I was conduRted, by my 8 ivto the narrow Path 
of Self.denial, I was ſenſible that qual. part arch e hurtful and 
/ ous Things, I had been aceuſtomed to; the Way was too nar- 


Adel, e of Fre e and as 1 tee 

Apparel, as well as many ↄther luſtances of Luxury, appear d to me 

inconſiſtent with the Doctrines of Chriftianity, and the more . 
Aalracdone and Admonitions of general of the Apoſtles, 


I laid afde 
ET OP Oren with the Profeſſion of a 


CSE oo 


4 


5 nn; at ek je ut ne iples of the he 225 —— 4 
ther con e Principles o c 
I joined to thr Sockery. This dene fgular, and 


and ſome of ' Acquaintance 


4 away, 

I frequented the gs 
Doctrines they taught, and their Mode 
Ceremonies and tion, and moſt 
I had tg"; 


Maxima of Conner and his Ap 
my Acquaintance, Friends and £ 
Ba where be ds of 00, thr tb op bi Go and back 
vor (comparatively) Father, | Mother, Children, &c. ſays our bleſſed 
Lord, i nit worthy of The, and cannot be my Diſciple. e 
And, though, in this Inſtance, I endeavoured to pleaſe God ra- 
ther than Men, I'll venture to aſſert, that few have a more natural 
Tenderneſs, and affectionate , in both, or all theſe Relations 
chan myſelf. And, indeed, when the Love of Gov is received into 
our Hearts, 'tis ſo far from leſſening or contracting our lawful Aﬀec- 
tions, that it enlarges our Hearts, in a peculiar Manner, to our Rela- 
tives and Friends ; F 
tion towards all Mankind; whoſe Happineſs we entirely wiſh 2 
any Man ſay, I lowe Gov, and hateth his Brother, bris a Liars fir be | 
. who merh mt bis Brother, <obom be bath ſeen, bow can be love Gov, 
"bom he hath not feet ? And this Commandment we have from him, 
Mat be cob lovinb Gov, will love bis Brother alſo; and wwe love G- 
Berat ſe be firft Ibwed ws : Therefore, if Gov ſo loved us, we ought to 
love one another, and do Good to all ; but, mere efpetially ro the 
Houboltt of Farb; with whom we are made one in Cuntsr. 
But further, among many Inſtances of Self-denial, as I have above 
remark d, I found Pride, in Apparel, abſolutely neceſſary to be a- 
voided ; and tho” Pride, ip every Species and Appearance, is abo- 
minable and odious in the ht of the Almighty, yet it ſeems parti- 
'culirly againſt this Branch of it, that the Prophet Iſaiab exclaims in 
His third Chapter: And, I am ſorry to obſerve, that the of 
this odious, as well as irrational Paſſion of the Mind, equally aﬀfets 
the Male, as the Female Part of my Species, But "what renders it 
He move \nerdble,” ir, bur we don't rm, in preceeding Ages, any 
 Probibition ; inthe Article of Apparel, ever jo "wich at mention'd; or 
"why Candies given to Men, to avoid EY or VOY of this Kind 4 
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dne Folly in mee as ited inn nd pea | 


| Women. only 8 : 871 I 


Bhs And we — bun et Hiſtory, that wiſe Men always be. | 
2 7 deſpi Soy nh their ae and, 25 bel any Va- 
nNity of this Sort appeared, tho in young Men, it was 'd; upon 
With Contempt, and: derided by reaſoabl Men, who ee it 
® as a Mark or Indication of weak In 


tellects. 
Bur however that be, I ſhall: take the Liberty of aking w own 


8 Sex, who ſeem moſt concerned in the Judgements pronounced by 
Prophet againſt the Pride of Women, their Opinion of the Chapter ” wi 
| | have memioned. After the Prophet had been enumerating the great 

| Pad vantages and, Calamities the Children or People My Iſrael had 


ght upon therpſelves by their Sin and Diſobedience, for which, 


he: e them, the Logo would aſſuredly enter into Judgment, de by 


g theſe Calamities ſuddenly upon them; he adds, M 
4 es an ſaith, becauſe the Daughters of Zion are 8 we. 


hs worth ftrutched:forth; Neths, and wanton Eyes, <walking, and minci 


they go," and making a tinkling with their Feet ; Therefore, in that 


ne Day of / his ee ſaith. the Loxb, 1 will take away > | 
Braxery of their tinkling Ornaments from about Her By Feet, and their 
and thiir round Tires like the Moon, the Chains, and the Brace; | 


leis, en the Mufflers, the. Bonnets, and the Ornaments of the Legs, and 


the. Head:hand:, and the Tablets, and the Ear-rings, the Rinzs, and 
1 Ne jewvell, the , chingeebly Suits of I, and Mantles,. and the 
mil, and the Criſpin-pins, the Glaſſes, and the fine Linus, the 
> Hoods, and the Veils. And it all come to. paſs, that inflead of ſaueer 
© Smulls, there ball be a Stink ;_ inſlead of a Girdle, a Rent 3 inſtrad of 
avell:jet Hair, Bal dusſi; inſtead of a Stomacher, a greg. with Sac, 
dub: and Burning, inflead of Brauty 


And hence let us obſerve the te Effeats of Pride, i in A opayel tos, 


which- many think ſo inſignificant ; and ſome have been ſo abſurd as 
to ſay, that the Ornaments, &c. enumerated by the Prophet, were 


only unlawful to the a Women, who poſſibly had borrow' 0 0 


their Faſhions from the Heather, with whom they were forbid an 


Bort of Commerce; neither were they to walk after the Cultoms aug 


Manners of the. Heathen Nations. But we may remark, theſe Things 


Were not to be taken from them, becauſe they had borrow d the 


Forms of them from the neighbouring Nations; but becauſe the 


Duaugbters of Zion are proud and haughty, and walk with frretched. =o 
Miecks, when they are adorn'd with all the Bravery of theſe 
ments 3 therefore the Load will depriye\ them of the Thing the 
made ſubſervient to their Pride and Vanity ; ; the Sin of which is 
equally odious and abhorrent to Goo, in us, the Deſcendants of the 


Gentiles,-as.it was in the cus: Nor does the Prohibition of Sin, or 


the Command or Precept of Holineſs, loſe one Wit of i its Force and 
Energy, for being deliver'd two or three thouſand, or ſeventeen 
-handred. Vears ago. As the Almighty is unchangeable i in his eſſential 
Holineſs ; fer with Him is no Variablaneſſ, or Shadow of Turning; Sin, 
that vag din ſome 5 back, mut e be ſo at Ws Day. 
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wail pe 3 
tbey were . 
and which $ithy: thus notes: in hike Mar 
Chrifian Women adera thenſolve in mod Ayare 
2 n 


ru — 
e bat. 


| * 
Th, 4 
* f 


TT TH 


n gen & 
in the old Times, the i Nene 6 
 them/ehves.: pro Kr hr Parent ra in An 
Words of both theſe Apoſtles, gives you his Senſe thus: * 11 
— alt Acre; which, by the Rickne6 ad Collinels of | 
«jr, ſhews any Pride or Vanity of Spirit or any Ambition to excel 
«others, is forbid by the Apoſtle's Words: All great Cancernment. 
«Care and Study, to appear in ſuch Attire, as I it were-our-trueſt + - 
 *: Ornament, and that which made us excel, and be more bono. 
«able than others! This Vanity and Pride, | this Eſteem of, and 

« Concern for, — wh ag no wel contre wh So 1 
fans) tary ' | 
2 
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and 

ſhew - , 
. note hente, that if it be ſo endreomng e ze, to be 
* thus concern'd in ddorning and Arr. muſt be 
„ much more unbecoming a Chriſtian . Attn, 
% which makes him trul the Name of oy 
And next let us hear the Opinion of one of the n 


| mens of Alexandria 3 he tells us, Thar Women, Who wear Gold, 
„ and plait che Hair, have for the Image of Goo in the inward - 
„Man; de th t ts forbid Women to | 
* wear y | þ+ -, 


* Women wors Gold, but lewd Women only.“ 1 
Hence you may obſerve, that the” People called Quakers, aro hot 

gegn in the Conftrution-they put on, or Senſe they conſider the 

| Hpolitle's Words in, in the of A our 

5 ORE this Matter does not 


111 


5 Fancy, ws AB ates e "but from. « Convidion 
Is in our on Underſtanding, that Superfluity and 
its Riſe ſrom Pride; is inconſiſtent and contrary: to tie 
p, unambitious Temper and Spirit of -Chrilkianity, -. 
2 BY ator me ſome: have made uſe of to ſu 
and: coftly»Clothing, was this; That the, 
| thes, but in the: Heart: e 
by. my/ own Experience. I could not imagine 1 


the humble, low- 


iche Vanity of 
was not in the 


rr for I kno full 
roceeds from a vain and àmbitous Heart; and that i 
2 and Seat there, it would not appear in the Habit 
or Garb. Rut tho' ſome perhaps may allow, me to be acquainted with, 
-  and-therefof®a Judge of my own Heart ; yet, wau'd it not border 
upon Uncharitablepeſs,. 0 alledge that all Perſons. who, wear gay. 
Clothing, 9 y. proud and ambitious? I anſwer ; Tho it 
may notibefafe to.j r Sight — 
Eye, yet our Lon ſeems to allow us the Evidence of our 
d ee Every Tres, ſays he, is known by its Fruit. . 
bh.” horns Men do not : Figs, nor off a Bramble-baſh Grapes. 
tien givesus the following Mark or Criterjon to judge by, 7: hal 
deu them by their Fraits. This when I' fee Fruits of the ame Kind 
by others, which I certainly know 


ble, but_a natural and rational Concluſion, that they ff 
be like evil Root in others. Agood Tree cannot bring forth 
7 N 7 —— en read i Jaw 
tre o cart, F ch it 3 
4 ied reed out of the evil Trea/are of bis Fart, nt forth gar 
| As op 2 
deren Fit ier that Perſons, who hare alas been ac: 


in che orld:; cl ould 22 On ta Appenmncs they ſid 
75 Er: 1 thele Matters. are 


Luxury, Which bas 
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produced from the bit- . 
deter Root of Pride in my own Heart, Sq oy my > yt 
Fruit, 
4 good. Man, __ 


proud of 


yu 


ried why the theil dreſſed ſo gay! She anſwer d, that Suede ap- 


I d to'an Extremity, which proved the'Soarce of her 
3 be nothing leſs than Pride, in pight of all her 
"ty. I have eiten thought, our Feldheß for Trifles, 
and Noiſe, may be 2 Inconſideration: For aid » 5 


nerality of Mankind are wont to do. And T an certain, from our 
Ignorance of Divine and Heavenly Things, proceeds our Fondneſs 


and inordinate Defires for eaten and earch Pleaſures and Enjoy- | 


ments. "And indeed ſince I have thought at alt, I'mean'to any good 
Purpoſe, I have been amazed-at my own Stupidity and Folly, when 


I have conſider d and recollected how anxious 1 had formerly been 


e % 
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examine and compare Things, we ſhould certain] niaks — pos HOES 
rent Deductions, Concluſions, and Eſtimations, what the Ge. 
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eier; er n ee Wos wh 
man in Gar- Britain, will ſerve to confirm What L have obſery'd. - 
She 2 ſhe was free from Pride, tho“ ſhe did adorn herſelf in 
ſplendid Manner. I alk d her if fhe could be is well fads: | 
2 nent in a plain Dreſs, and oh, e e 3 
as with the gay Silks ſhe uſually wore? She unfwer d. I que- 


| | par ggromable workers. ak d her why ſhe was ſo much concern d "4 +I 
o pleaſe others with der fe Clothes, Ge She Taid, "it was" leaſt 
- the thoald be defpiſed for the hennes of her Appearance.” I ad 

2 that Fear? Here, I chink, ſhe Was fi = «+ + 


ill I was jn Poſſeſſion of this gay Silk, and the other fine Lace ; and =» 


I. have bluſhed with an holy Shame, when I reflected how I had 
Wes or any other Toy or Bauble, that 


Ae doated on a R 
had but the Title of new- -faſbion 4 aher d to it! One common Argu- 
ment for Superflaity and Luxury of all Kinds, is, that it'encourages and 


© ſupports Trade; and that the Bread and Subfiftence of Thouſands 
depend on new Faſhions : But thoſe who offer this Reaſon, do not 
conſider how many, on the contrary, are ruin'd and undone by * | 


tributing to what 1s alledged the Support of Trade; this bei 


"manifeſt, eſpecially in Great - Brilam, that it needs no other Ap = 


but the Evidence of our Eyes, if we will but look round and conſt- 
der how many Families are reduced to Poverty, Wretchedneſs and 
Miſery, from this very Source Pride, 


People endeavour all in their Power to appear as grand and faſhion- 
And when I have conſider d, how ufual it js 


able as their uy mer 
for the lower Part of Mankind to be ſway d by the Example of the 
Higher, I have thought it greatly behoved People of Rank and Con- 


dition to exhibit Patterns & umility, Temperance, Sobriety and 
| Moderation, with every other Chriſtian Virtue, to r 0 


"But I have heard it oblected, that coftly and ſplendid Apparel, . 


is deceſſary to make and ſupport a proper Diſfinction between Per- 
ſons of high and low Degree. The Argument I have thought weak, 


and unworthy to be offer'd by a Chriſtian, as I am of Opinion, eve- 


Ms reaſonable Perſon will grant, 72 Piety and Virtue "I Gold —_ 


Pp © 


from whence ſpring Luxury, 
in all its hideous Forms and Shapes. The Diſorder, as a late Wri- 
ter obſerves, is become al epidemical, as the inferior Cliſs of 


9 Ge and 1 Cn Bank Sie 
© rn ni o a Manner, and have 
1 c, bs thipſe who urs great- 
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8 3 they may obtait Food 
which they are rere Religion has bounded 


1 301 r y experience, that the Happineſs of a 
8 Life he gr conſiſt in the Abundance of this World's 
Goods. ee a Clergyman for what I am now 

9 ein to mention, vg. That all thoſe who profeſs themſelves 

| , ſhould, in all their Actions, pug oat ty in their Calling 

1 or Profeſbons of Buſimeſt, aſk themſelves this neteflary Queſtion, 

8 an 1 do this Thing as a Chriſtian ? Ox, is it confiſtent with the 
* | Principle and Precepts of my Chriſtian Profeflion.?”* And if upon a 

© ſerious aud fincere Examination, we find that the Calling or Employ- 
ment on which qurBread depends, be in any wiſe contrary to the Pre- 
cepts of Cnalsr, and the Example he 80 to follow ; if it be either 
direcily or indirectly ſo, I believe we are culpable if we don't leave 
off. For Cuxtsr tells us, if our Right Hand of end =;, dr or cauſe us to 
act any Thing againſt his Laws, we, muſt cut it 0 ; we mult qui 
— whatſoev,r caufes this Offence, how near, dear, av ofeful ſoever it 
be to us, as tis better to enter into Life halt and maimed, then bavieg 
dau Hands to be caft into Hellfire... 

I am not i | that what I have bere offered will be thoug he 
\, hard Sayings by many ; but for ur Kntragewant our Victed Lou | 
aſſures us, Tha any One abe bath forſaken any : Advantage 

e Emoyment, as Heuſes, Lands, Father, Mather, ife or Children, 

© Brethrenor Siſters, for his Sake and the Goſdel's, Mall riceive an Hun- 

ee fold in this World, and in that to come Life everlaſiing. For God- 


\ 


: Jinefs bath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, and of that which is to 
N We have not only an  Huodred-fold of Peage in our By- 


. 5 
. be 1 
* 4 g 7 
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den 1 vive e Mr, Conſcience (a greater Blefling 1 
N than any we have parted with) 225 eat, which he 
| is 2 * and Water 14 


e Land, and Fotily. thou tale bo | 
le to fear the Lox, and 


( hriſtians) Fran the Le of Gap? 

cava af atively) /ight Afſhdions, which we ſuffer 
for us 4 far more exceeding and eternal Nei LE 
1 For tho the ſpiritual Exerciſes, as well as tem. 74 
ber Tobie o of the Righteous, may be many, yet che Loan deli- 
Ty” ereth out of them. all. wag mg he ny» og eo of of 
„We will love the Loap our. , be having | 

been our Strength and our Shield, and done | Ties edn us 3 | 

| rejoice - 2. "oh 


Lee) 
. unto our Go Let us therefore aſcribe $ r to God; .- 
_  for-his Name is glorious in Holineſs ; he is ul in Praiſes, abd a 
Gos that has indeed wrought Wonders for us.” Thus are we extited + 
do Jove Cod, who firſt loved us, and has called us to Glory, which  - : 
we have beheld, 25 of the Glory ofthe aly begotten $00 of God, ' 
* full of Grace and Truth, of whom we have received Gracyg 
Brace; and baving thus ſeen his Glory, our Hearts are oregon 
- with his Beauty, 'and we endeavour to return in our Meaſur _ 
for Love, and can now ſay in Truth and Sincerity, Whom bak wwe  * 
in Heaven but thee, and ehore is mebing thei <ys fire 06 Barth is Cowp- 
pariſon of thee? Then art indeed breame the Chief « ten Thouſand os 
eur Souls, Thus the truly Godly love Gop above | earthly Forgl- 
_ derations, and in the hi leſt Degree 
De Love, of Gov, IDE Writer, „eee, Neu, 
' * phat the Ra tg, wwhic, 1 Excellence, is | 
Inder fiction. "The Man, after Gav's own Heart, | e 8 
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E but the W uber . Nile, the oe 
$- the more avelcomg. 

he royal Pro bet indeed diſcovers often 4 Wear Love to, va 

re. after, the joYment of God's holy Preſence J he d tefs_ 

ble to what our blefſed'Loxy ſaid" in 


15 eren his. ; apgreea 
* ages to b ie ples, Je love mo, * 75 4 
225 $ Eels warn 1 77 1.8 but "thy 5h 12 20 $ 


Tweet art of Words to my. Tafte? 
N 75 py 
Gold. Thy 3 _ T n 75 an e fon 75 are 555 | 


Far Thy Teflimonies are my Delight, 
2 delight to 744 Wil 0 my 887 5 2 is 1 ehithin 
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m cXix. - The A poſtle l Fan 154 7 5 in the Law 

Goo F Min: And agreeably; the Righteous, in all 
_— decline hot from the Commandinetits of his Lips, bur eſteem 

Words of his Mouth more than neceſſary Fobd. 

But let nche in „that tho? it is our Hut to love Gos with 

at dur Heart, Sou and Strength, above every Conſideration,” and. | 

_" with the greateſt Ardency, that this IrjunQivn' claſhes with, & hin- 

- ders our exerting this Duty of Love in it's full Force in every nato., 

Wn. and ſocial Relation; as. it is not the fame Species of Love with 

. which we love Gov, as that we extend to oor Neighbour, Children, 
For as Gov is an itifinitely 1 Being, and bappy in bie 

on Perſections, we cannot add to pinefs by wiſhing well to 

bin; therefore we cannot love him with he Move of Benevolence or 

cede, with which we love our Neighbour, Ec. but with“ the 

Love of Defire, deſiring to be with him, and to partake of his Ful. 

© nebs, agreeable to what the royal Prophet ſpeaks, * Owe Thing have / 

Ari, and that will T {ek after, that 1 may dwell in the Houſe (or 

\- Preſence) of the Lot for ever ; to Bebeli the Beauty of the Loy, 

I © ahll to worfbip in bis Temple !— 4 religious Sol, ſays one, may 44 the 

Cn of r Ls intirtl, tho" be allows ber Affection other 

5 85 8 fy, vg n a due Subordination, and From entering 

inc Competition un 1 which ought 10 be appropriateſ to Gov, 

5 17 Apoſile Peter loved Govp 1008 all earthly Conſideratio * 
© when he refuſed to obey the High Prieſt, who hn $ him with the 
other Apoſtles, n they ſhould not teach in the Name of Css: 

He anſwer'd and ſaid, Vs ought to obey GOD rather than Man. Tho' 
in fo doing they inclür d- the Diſpleaſure of Men, and were in Pan- 
ger of loſing not only their Liberty, but even their Lives; never- 
thelefs, ſay they, we. cannot But pal the Things which que Bade ſer 
end beard (and. for which Purpoſe we have been immediately com- 
miſſon d by our great Maſter himſelf x viz.. That t by 11 Repentatice < 
and eee of Vim: Þ Pould be preach'4'i in bly Name among all Nations, | 
at Jeru 

And. the Apoftle Paul Set the greateſt, as well as the moſt 
1 Love to Gov, when he thus queries, „ho (or what Conſide - 
rate e /eparate ut from the Love of God in Curr, Jusvs, our 
5 1 £ 0 Ti ibulation, or "Df e, er Ferſerulios. or "Rn by” 
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228 . Therefore I am 


that her 
1 17 aer, Things 10 come, nor . (of Pro er 
* . rin nor þ on to Gas, Pall 9 
} from the Lowe of God 8 . 
hs 7 no fort of Proportion to. the 3 rale of: ſupreme , 
beawuenly Enjoyments.; ; to Jour, ef ＋ a Nature, enaugh ta - 
| gage us. to. court Heaven, at the ſr e 
unmanty Sexſualitics,. and trifl 7 far Fat + znconfoderate Mor - ry 
ee ee. early. baſea 


e ve cites lad. we ma attribute the en . 
i ces and 2 Follies,. which the 0 3 indulge . 
_ themſelves io, to eee wt 7 t Ne Oar ane 
1 1 2 this i permanent 
ade. 7 . e we did, e thould ſoon diſcover 


— nk Diſproportion, and 2 willingly part with all ſinful and rank. 
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i all theſe PE 7 — ry 
Yeath, For, Angeli, nor n N ner P 8 
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1 "have been reflefing that Vies and Lurury,. in 68 gn 


Branch 400 165 abounds not . in Great- Britain, where I haye io. 
22 105 10 frequently, lamen | this pM: han Dilondes, amd 
22 nevertheleſz aſſume the Title of Chriſtians, and ba DE. 
of Cuz1sr, without rememb' 2 that all wha take chat a- 
cred Kip ame upon them, mult d 
ce is rdeem ws fm al Sn, nd 0 Ka 
People, salad of good Warks :) 1, fay, have re ben that 
Vice, Softneſs,, Eftewinacy, and Luxury, of-moſt Kinds 
| where ſows Jn 7 N Sime or a Coup 
mies, my ig ks at g the Pollibilty,. not to 
Praba and Danger (without timely Repentance and 
45 ment. of Life). of careleſs, gent and. 25 dous Sinners, * 
8 from. Li of Fate | iverlion, to 4 State 
| af,eedleſs. Woe [ From the Aa ea of wanton and 
Companions, * qciate with wicked and AT, Spi: 
* Wee melancholy Bemoanings, - and bitter Cries and Compl ts, will 
be far different irgn the melodious Strains of Mulick the Ears of the 
Voluptuous have been, accuſtom'd to; Therefore it gry behoves 
Sinners to make a ſuitable Preparation for the trying Time of Death, - 
leaſt it ſurprize them at unawares; and the unhappy and dreadful Seaſon * 
approach, wherein. it will be ſaid to him that on Gb, B. filthy, fill. 
Thus will Fearfulneſs ſeize the ;H ypocrite,. and Sinners will be 
aſham d of the Idols they once 3 in, and then will they caſt 
the whole Train of them to the Moles, and to the Batts. 
But aſter all that can be ſaid againſt Pride or Vice, of what Nature 
ſoever, the ſtrong Man arm d will keep Poſſeſſion of your Hearts, 
till you ſuffer a ſtronger than he to enter, and turn him out, and nl. 
bis Goods. Thoſe Sins which do let or hinder your coming to Goo, 
wall let, wal, you eg them to be removed. Trey wild Ole. 
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WI Attendant at Balls,” Se wr or, at ew * 
; "If the Theory , as well as in the p Fart; * But When Religion 
to take Phite in thy Heart, I found Muſick flood in my Way, FC 
-  - and I conifider'd'ir'only s an" Amibſement, which detain'd me from 

# mow fold xd leful Tho ts and Reflections : In ſhort, it became 
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un Tele Pleaure | (as fome Bede fondly aeg therefore I 1 — 
3 8 as well as Practice of it, for Ares I now eſteem d a' 
1 e table and rational Science, viz. The Study and 
* K gwIedg g of my own Heart, which I have found worth all knew 
at of che aber ſeven: But further, on peruſing the ſacred Writings, - 
do not eee Mg oY * Chriſtian rp nt 1 
Newer ent in it appears that ro- 
3 Aa big the Wantonneſs of the Children of ae, and 
'- —  enumerativg the many Inſtances of their Luxury,” he mentions Mu- 
ek as a Mark of Levyity and Wantonnefs ; They thant, * he, e 
tze Sound of the Viol, and invent to r e A 
u. David; but they are not _grieved for the Iii | 
-* the Prophet ia Wegen x Woe againſt hem Hard, 
erp bur 
ORD, neither &. they confider the 


_ and the Fial, the Tabret, rk and Wine, 1 
1 
Lain of bis Had not being moved with the Calariities of the 


] they reg ;ard not the Ferie 
art of Mankind, To + Agr Arby or Eaſe nd Plenty. 
And pow hear what-the Biſhop of on the Subject of 
Mufick. * As for Muck, it is well known, Nat 4 88 believed 
* nothing more icious to à well regulated State, than to ſuffer an 
l effeminate M ny 25 0 into it: It R Men and 
rrenders theit Souls ſoft and voluptuous: Languiſhing Strains are 
ee becauſe the Soul gives itſelf up to the Charins 38 
Senſes; and this, adi he, was one of their moſt important Pob- 
14 cies. *P , in he like Manner, ſeverely rejects all the foft Air 
vol the Afatic + Melek; and Wich men * * "OM 
ws +. PR a7 99 . 
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* to have an Averſion 


8 i lpr is ay Oblerns on Diverſions and Re- 
by mok.P d as innocent Amule. 
— ———— —— and dangerous, 155 In- 
conveniencies, ag. well as T ings, creep into t | 


2 er People, vader the {pecious Title * 


Fel, in his Annomnt on the Bible, tells us, 2 922 
on the Lawfulneſe of y Evjoyments, Tis to | 

ee nts of Eiesten ud Bags by indalting wad *. 
© themſelves in Things deemed lawful, than by committing gi in | 
enormous Evils ; theſe, | many ſhrink at, with Horror; but thoſe 
Things conſider d lawful,” which ſometimes becomes circumtianti- 
* ally unlawſul, and Pleaſures term'd:ipnocent, are uſed and embrac- . 
| * ed without Fear or Caution ; andy with all their Train of miſchie- 
vous Conſequences. 

Bor this erer T hve alſo duel th legen Pride in Apparcl | 
yet I am not inſenſihle that it appears in many other F orms beſides 
that, or what I am. going to mention, vir. 

That all true Chriſtians conſider it as an Evil, when it diſcovers 
itſelf in Houſes, Eguipages, Furniture, or our Tables ; As one wha * 
is endued with the Chriftian Virtue of Humility, diſcovers it in "yt | 
ry Action, or Thing, Won be bes. (he ordering. god: cond acting of: 
Always in Memory the Aſſertion of the Apoſtle Pauls He 
that rive 1 or ro fo me of gl, is temperate in all 
Things. And as he is temperate in the Uſe and Enjoyment of th 
Things of this Life, ſo is a true Chriſtian moderare in his Nefires and 
Paras after worldly Riches and Profits ; he makes not Haſte to be 
tich z his greateſt Concern and principal Care, agreeable to our 
Lond's Direction and Advice, is, Firft to ſack the Kingdom of Gen 
and his Righteouſneſs ; to lay up a good Foundation againſt the Timg 
to come; a permanent Inheritance, which fadeth not away: And as 
Heaven is the End of his Hope and Deſires, he is careful to lay up 
| Treaſure there ; uſing the periſhing Enjoyments of the Things of this 
Life, with as little Concern, and as much Indifferencg, as if he 
uſed: them not, for this great and good Reaſon, * Becauſe the 
Faſhion of them paſſeth away ' On the contrary, Pele we 
obſerve the ſordid MWorldling, purſuing with 2 itude 
and Warmth, the periſhing bes af this Li e? And, in direct 
Oppoſition to our LoeD's Precept, they ſeek firſt, and . 
the Things of this World, which he exhorts us not to be = 
anxious or thoughtful about ; but to ſuch as ſeek firſt his Kingdom, 
and the Righteouſne thereof, he aſſures us, all theſe Things (ie are 
need ful for our Support) all be added. | 
Nevertheleſs, when we come to reaſon with P le of this Cha- 
der, who ſo ready to confeſs, and aſſent to the following Truths ? 
% That as we are in this uncertain and 44 'tis great 
. | immoderate in our 2 


o 


| 8 
ſuits after Wealth, or to be ſo very careful as ſome are, in making 
large Proviſion for theſe mortal Bodies; laying up Goods for many 
Years ; whereas we have no continuing City here; that tis * 
ed to all Men once to die, and we know not how ſoon we be 
ſummon'd to judgment, to render an Account of the Deeds done in 


thoſe frail Bodies. Yet what has been Matter of Aftoniſhment to 


me, is, that this very Body, which People profeſs in Words to make 
ſo little Account of, when they reflect on the Shortneſs of its Conti- 
- nuance here in this Life, engroſſes the whole Care: What ve 


| ſhall eat, what we ſhall drink, and wherewith ſhall we be cloath⸗ 


| ed? appears to be the chief Concern of the Generality of Man- 
| kind. Not that I think the Body \ſhould be excluded from a neceſſa - 
| ry and proper Proportion of our Care and Nilligence ; as it would be 
abſurd and irrational to ſuppoſe our Bodies can ſubſiſt without ſuitable 
Care and Proviſion : On the contrary, it is every Man's indiſpenſable 
Duty to provide a Subſiſtance for himſelf and his Houſhold; ſuch 
who do not, are conſider'd by the Apoſtle worſe than Infidels; having, 
by this Neglect, denied their Faith in Cuxis r; But then let it be a ra- 
tional, moderate and Chriſtian Care ; let the Things appertaining to 
this Life have their juſt and proper Place in our Affections; and 
not rebelliouſſy and unnaturally ufurp an Authority Almighty Wil. 
dom thought fit to inveſt his Creature Man with, at the Time when 
he preſented him with the Creation, and put it under his Subjectiön, 

ſay ing, Have thou Dominion over every living Thing, &c. and ſubdue 
the Earth. Here was all ſublunary and earthly Objects placed under 
our Feet ; that the Creatures were, by the Wiſdom and Order of 
Gov, placed in Subordination and Subjection to us, to be our Ser- 
vants, not our Loxps (that our Reaſon ſhould rule them, not they 

| govern our Reafon) which they immediately become, when we make 
+ an unlawful and improper Uſe of them ; and which we certainly do, 
ow we employ them to fulfil the finful Luſts and Vanities of the 


"And further, is it not Matter of Wonder and Amazement, Com- 

- paſſion and Lamentation, to obſerve fo little Proviſion made for, or 
Concern employ'd about the immortal Soul, which muſt abſolutely 
and certainly have an eternal Exiſtence, either in Bliſs or Miſery ? 
And tho' many who pretend to Religion and Virtue, acknowledge 
that our Felicity confifts in rightly knowing, truly loving, and reve- 
rently ſerving the Supreme Being: And that Obedience, Submiſſion 
and Reſignation to his divine Will and holy Commands, is the high- 
ell Point of Wiſdom, and indiſpenſable Duty of all rational Minds; 
yet how ſmall the Proportion of thoſe who act agreeable to this Con- 
feTon, to thoſe, by far the greater Number, who inconſiderately and 
blindly follow the dark Imaginations of their own Will and Affecti- 
ons? This Conſideration is indeed Subject of Mourning to thoſe 
whoſe Eyes and Underſtandings the Almighty bas mercifully opened by 
the Hand of his divine Power, and aſſiſted by the Light of his Grace, 
to ſee their own Miſtakes; and has graciouſly afforded his holy Aid 
and Inſtruction, by which they were enabled to reQify them. 2 
4 * | , eng 


« Aa 4 - r — — as MM. a« n. gre a—— 


| * b 1. 
getfulneſs of Gop are obnoxious. to, are concerned to diſcover and 
point out the d Rocks ſuch muſt inevitably fall on, if they 
continue to purſue the perilous Courſe of Sin and Folly; and to mark 
out, as far as they are enabled, the Way and Means by which they 
may eſcape the Pollution of, .and.. Puniſhment. due ta Sin; and 


obtain Acceptance with the Almighty, wiz. © Repentance towards 


Gop, Faith in Jesvs Cuxisr, and, by the Aſſiſtance of his holy 
Spirit, a conſtant and conſiſtent Walking in the Paths of Virtue 


and Holineſs: For we are not ſo ignorant as not to know, that 


his Will concerning us, is our Sandtification : And that we may 


not be led aſtray, nor be deceived' by the grand Adverſary of our 
Soul's „our merciful and benign Creator, knowing our 


Weakneſs and Inability to perform any Action, or to the 
leaſt Temptation, by any Strength or. Power of our own, with- 
out the Inſtruction, Aid and Aſſiſtance of his Almighty Arm, has 
provided us a Leader and Conductor, who is mighty to ſave, 
and able to deliver to the Uttermoſt, all who come to him with full 
Faith in his Power. We -muſt, as the blind Man did (who came to 


Car1sT to have his Eyes open'd) believe that he is able to do the 


ſame great Work for us in a ſpiritual Senſe, which he perform d for 


him in a natural; and alſo ſay, with the Leper, Lord, if thou ⁊uilt, 


thou \canſt make me clean; and as-CurisT's Office was alſo to open 


the Priſon Doors, and to let the Captives go free; All you who may 


be in cruel Bondage, held in Captivity by Sin and Satan, as it were, 


by Chains of 'groſs Darkneſs, if you are: but willing to be releaſed 
from this Slavery, apply to Cyz1sT, who is able to bind the ſtrong 
Man armed, to ſpoil his Goods, and to expel him out of your 
Hearts. Are you willing to be free? CyzIsT our Logp proclaims a 
Year of Jubilie, wherein he is ready and willing to ſet you free on 
eaſy Terms, vr. Love and Obedience to his Will, whoſe Ser- 
vice is Freedom; for if Cuxtsr make you free, then ſhall 
vou be free indeed; when the Law of the Spirit of Life in CRISsT 
Jesus hath: made you free from the Law of Sin and Death, and 
brought you into the glorious Liberty af the Sons of God ; - glori- 
eus Priviledge indeed! Behold the ſtupendous Love of the Father, 
and the Dignity he beſtows upon ** thoſe that are led by his Spirit, 
** that they ſhall be called the Sons of Gov ! and if Sons, then 
** Heirs, Joint Heirs with Cur1sT, Rom. viii. 14. 17.“ of the. King. 
dom he hath-promiſed to them that love and obey him. And per- 
mit me to aſſure you, from my own happy Experience; (which I 
would always mention with Humility and Reverence, never, I hope, 
forgetting, that what L'am, I am by the Grace of God) © That who- 


* ſoever looketh into this perfect Law of Liberty, and continueth | 


* therein, this Man ſhall be-bleſſed in his Deed, 7/a. i. 25. For the 
Effect of Obedience to the royal Law of Gon, is Quietneſs and Aſ- 
ſurance forever ; which will afford us a well-grounded Hope of Ac- 
ceptance with the Almighty, agreeable to the Apoſtle . Beloved, if 


our Hearts condemn us not, then have we Confidence tayards 
3 60 . - Gop, 


all Who are in a State of gin and For- 
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-yer 23. And oo kno? has ke/@es to take away our 
Sins. But if any one aſk, How ſnrall I . — or where 
ſhall 1 go to meet with Him; ſince ſome ay, Lo, bete is C 
and others, L, he's there? | | 

Hear now where the Apoſtle Paul direfts all ſuch Enquuers ; 
gay not in tlie Heart, who ſhall aſcend into Heaven ? that is, to 
bring Cxz1sT fown from above: Or who ſhall deſcend into the 
Deep? that is, to bring Cunisr again from the Dead (for the 
* Rightebuſneſs, which is of ' Faith, ſpeaketh on this wiſe) The Word 
© is nigh thee, even in thy Mouth, and in thine Heart, that is the 
© Word of Faith which we preach, Rom. x. 6. 7. . 

- And this is the Law and new Covenant the Prophet Jeremiah 
foretold org make with his Peaple, which in' theſe * 
; or G ifpenſation, dur great Legiſlator puts into 

0 of Mankind, and *. moſt ſecret Rete ſſes of our 
Conſciences ; inſtructing us more immediately in our Duty, and _ 

to the — and Diſobedient, This is the Way, not 
which chou art walking in, of Sin and Folly; but this is the 
1 Wey che Wuy of Righteouſneſs, - Holineſs, and Obedience to all 
ob's Commands ; ſer che Commandment is Lamp, and the 

e e ns to 1158 
P & 3. F 

In this Way and Light the Righteons ae uratubtdavalicy” « the 
Law of his Gov being i in his. a i NR A AE a none of 
* his' Steps Mall flide,” Pan wait. 31. 

To the Truth and Extemtioa of this Light 455 — Hg. of 'Cunnar's 
Holy Spirit, in our Hearts, this more ſure Word- Prophecy,” 
the Apoſtle Pau bears ample Teftimany, as I have elfewhere' noted. 
in theſe Words; *The Grace of Gop, that _ Saltazion, hath 
| appeared to all Men, teaching us that denying Unggodlineſs, and the 
World's Laſts, we ſhould-live-foberly, n 'and godly : in this 
; 1 World, ine ii. 11, 12% 2311 HOY. 24 

With this Teſtimony of the Light tbe Litugy 'of the, Ghurth of 
England coneuns. God, bg at this Tame didi teach: gbe Heir ts of 

thy Yaithful Profle, by Yeading to'them the Lag ht of thy Hg Spirit ; 
grant ws, by the ſame Spirit, us ham a right in wall Things ; 
and evermore Teoice in bit bely'Gomfort. And in the Litany ; + May 
it 'pleaſe' the to endue us unt vibe Gra of thy Haly Spirit : Let us be+ 
gesch Gop to grant ws true Ropentance, 3 &nirit, - that thoſe 

hing, may pleaſe him that aur do at preſent, and that the ret of our 
Lives may be pure and holy. I Forafmech, O Gon, as without tht 
Eve are not able to pleaſe thee, grant that dy Haly Iris may, in all 
Things, rule our Hearts; and bucauſe of the I talngſi af our mortal Na- 
ture, *ve can do no good Thing «without thee, — "the Help of thy 


Grate, that, 2 Ms Commandments, cue thee, 2 in 


» Gol. Whit, Sun. + Abſolation. + Col. 19 Sund. Tin. 


| 33 | 
Therefore as the ® Diſcourſes and Prayers of others abound with 
Teſtimonies to the Neceſlity of Chriſtians being led and guided, and 
ws gn pre 2 rome which "yy 2 ex- 
„ Scripture ſigniſcant Metaphor, of Light ; Wh 
Frould this Doctrine, or theſe Terms, —— rk and "Flioaled -d 
Abſurdlities in our Words or Writings ; ſince We underſtand and uſe 
them in the ſame Senſe and Acceptation, and pray for the Illumina- 
tion and Aid of the Holy Spirit, for the ſame goed Purpoſe, wiz. 
To give rus a right Judgment in ul Tings. And we know that the 
Son of God is rome, and hach given us an U ing. We 
know that he is come by the Gift of his Holy Spirit ſeat into our 
Hearts; which chews us all that we do, or ever have done —- This 
is he of a Truth, whom the Prophets and primitive Chriftians bore 
s 'Teſtimony to; By his Heart - ſearching Power, we koow him; 
nor can we miſtake him for another : And as he thus knows the 
* Secrets of all Hearts, and will judge them with. righteous Judg- 
ment, in the Day Gon has appointed for it ; the only Way for. us 
*'to be happy here, as well as hereafter, is to obey the DiRatos 
7 of this moſt holy Gift; and refrain from every Thing: it reproves 
for; and we, as well as thoſe in the Apoltle's Time, ſhall feel the 
Peace of Goy to fill our Hearts and Mands. This Holy Gift there- 
fore is the Power of Godlineſs, which che Apoſtle foreſaw ſome 
would deny, tho” they retain d the Form of it: To deny therefore 
* this Influence, is to deny one of the eſſential Benefits af CarzsT's 
Death and Mediation; for he leading Gaptivity Captive, that is, 
the Power of Hall, Death and the Grave, aſeended up on high, 
and mediated and obtained theſe divine Gifts ſor Men; and as the 
Grave could not hold Captive the Body of this Holy One, To-nei- 
ther can the Heaven of Heavens conta in or limit his ſpiritual Infla- 
ene; by which his Miniſters and Servants receive Power, Kaow+ 
L — Men may, with as good a Grace, go about 
* to deny the Influence of the San by its Light and Heat, as that of 
Go upon Man. But poor, „mite Man, beeauſe he can- 
not comprehend the Mode and Manner of it, would as pteſumptu- 
* ouſly as injuriouſly (to himſelf) deny it. Whereas he can't ſo much 
* as underſtand or comprehend the Manner of che natural Sun's emit- 
ting its Rays of Light and Heat, tho' he daily ſees and feels the 
Nieceſſity and Benefit of them: How mach mote ſlupenduopſly 
* ſublime and incomprehenſible is the Diffuſion of the Holy Spirit! 
» Tis ſufſicient for us finite Creatures, to feel the Effects of it, as we 
* do of the Sun, without comprehending the Manner of its Ema- 
nation. As the powerful Operation and Motions of God's Spirit, 
s quickening the Heart towards God, are compared to the blowing 
of the Wand; for as it is by the Wind, Man perceives the Effect of 
it, that there is ſuch a Thing, and that it does blow ; yet his 
Power -cannot refirain it; neither ean his Reafon reach to know, 
* whence it riſes, or how far it comes, or how far it reaches. How- 
* xyer, it is fit to be obſerved, that G ob does not act by a coercive 
or 
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or compulſive Power; but as he has gen Men ſpiritual Gifts, ſo he 
© has given them ſpiritual Faculties to uſe them, as well as natural 
Ones: But if Men will not hear, the Conſequence as naturally fol- 
low, as in any other Caſe, God remaining invariably the ſame, 

and without the leaſt Shadow of turning. | 
I ſhall now produce another Teſtimony to the Truth of the Opera- 
tion of Gop's Spirit in Man, which the Archbiſhop of Cambray gives 
us in the following Words; © By Scripture tis certain that the Spirit 
of Gop dwells in us; that it acts there, that it prays there continu - 
ally, that it groans there, deſires there; that it aſketh for us, what 
'* we know not how to-aſk for ourſelves; that it excites us, animates 
© us, ſpeaks to us in Silence, ſuggeſts all Truths to us, and unites us 
* to itſelf, that we become one Spirit with Gop : This is what Scrip- 
ture teacheth; this is what the Doctors who are fartheſt off to in- 
ward Life, cannot but acknowledge: And yet, notwithſtanding their 
© Principles, we always ſee by their Practice, that they ſuppoſe the 
< outward written Law, or, at moſt, a Light drawn from Scripture 
© and Reaſon, to be what enlightens us inwardly ; and that it is not 
our Reaſon afterwards which acts of itſelf by that Inſtruction. Theſe 
Mien ſet not enough by the inward Teacher, the Holy Spirit, he 
© does all in us; he is the Soul of our Souls; we cannot frame a 
© Thought, or create a Defire, but through him. Alas l how great 
is our Blindneſs !: We make account as if we were by ourſelves in 
this inward Sanctuary; but, on the contrary, God is there more 
© nearly than we ourſelves are. Perhaps you will ſay to me, What 
_ «© then, are we all inſpired? Yes, without Doubt; but not as the 
Prophets and Apoſtles were. Without the actual Inſpiration: of 
- © the Spirit of Grace, we can neither believe, will, nor do any 
< Good. We are therefore always inſpired ; but we ſtifle this Infpi- 
ration continually, -- Gop- ceaſes not to ſpeak ; but the Noiſe and 
Hurry of Things without, and our Paſſions within, deafen us and 
© hinder us from hearing Him. We muſt ſilence every Creature, 
and ourſelves too, to hear in a profound Stillneſs of Soul, the inex- 
preſſible Voice of CxIS r, the Bridegroom of our Souls. We muſt 
* liſten'dilligently ; for tis a very till and ſoft Voice, which is not to 
© be heard, but by ſuch as hearken to nothing elſe. O how ſeldom 
is the Soul filent to let Gon ſpeak! The leaſt Whiſper of our vain 
© Defires, or of Self. love, attentive on Self, confounds all the Words 
of the Spirit of Gop. We hear plainly what he ſpeaks, and that 
* he aſks for ſomething ; but we don't perceive what it is ; and very 
- © often we are contented not to underſtand it. The leaſt Reſerve, 
the leaſt Regard for Self, the leaſt Fear of underſtanding too plain- 
y, that Gov aſks for more than we care to give Him, dilturbs 
* this inward Voice. Shall we wonder then that ſo many, and even 
* pious Perſons, but full of amuſing Thoughts, vain Deſires, world- 
* ly Wiſdom, and Confidence in their own Virtues, can't hear it; 
but take this inward Voice to be a Chimera of Fanaticks! Alas, 
what do they mean by ſuch ſcornful Language? Ta what Purpoſe 
would the outward Expreflions of Teachers be, and even of the 
* Scriptures themſelves, if it were nat for the inward Voice of the 


| | $5 ] "7 
Holy Spirit; which gives the other all its Efficaty, The outwarck 
Words of the Goſpel itſelf, without this living, efficacious Word 
* within, would be but an empty Sound. "Tis the Letter that kil- 
_ © leth, but the Spirit giveth Life. O eternal and All- powerful 
Word of the Father! tis thou who ſpeakeſt in the very Bottom of our 
Souls. The Words that proceeded out of the Mouth of our Savi- 
our, when upon Earth, had not been productive of ſo much Vir- 
* tue and ſo great Fruits, but becauſe they were animated by this 
Word of Life, which is the Word himſelf, | 
This made Peter ſay, Londb, to whom hall we go? Thou haſt the 
* Words of eternal Lift! Therefore it is not the exterior Law or 
* Rule of the Goſpel, which Goo lets us ſee by the Light of Rea- 
* ſon and Scripture ; tis bis Spirit that ſpeaks, that teaches, that 


© operates in, and animates us; ſo tis the Spirit that worketh in us, 


© both to will and todo what is good; as 'tis our Soul that animates 
our Body, and regulates its Motions : *Tis certain therefore that 
we are all infpir'd continually ; that we live not the Life of 


Grace, but in Proportion as we partake of this inward Inſpi- 


ration. Theſe Poſitions and Principles being laid, it muſt be ac- 


© knowledged, that Gop ſpeaks continually in us: He ſpeaks in 


' © harden'd and impenitent Sinners; but they being ſtunn'd, as it 
were, by the Noiſe of the World, and their Paſſions, cannot hear 
© his Voice; tis to them a Tale or Fiction: He ſpeaks in penitent 
Sinners, they feel a Remorſe of Conſcience, and that Remorſe is 
© the Voice of Gov, which reproaches them inwardly for their Sins: 
When theſe Sinners are effectually reached and ſmitten, they find 
© no Difficulty in underſtanding this ſecret Voice; for tis that which 
ſmites them ſo ſharply ; tis in them the T wo- edged Sword St. Paul 


« ] of, which divides aſunder Soul and Spirit. Gop makes him- 
©« ſelf to 


felt, taſted, and obeyed : They hear this ſoft Voice, which 
« gently ſmites them in the very ſecret of their Hearts, and the Heart 
is tendered and broken; and that is true Contrition : Gop ſpeaks 
in enlightened and learned Perſons, whoſe Lives are to Appearance, 
exact and regular; but commonly theſe Perſons being full of them- 
* ſelves, hearken too much to themſelves, to hear God ; they rea- 
* ſon upon every Thing, and do all by Rules and Principles of hu- 
* man Wiſdom and Prudence ; which would be much better done 


© thro' Simplicity, and a Docility to the Teaching of Gov's Spirit: 


© Such as theſe appear to have more Goodneſs. than others; and they 
© have, in a Degree; but then it is a mixed Goodneſs ; they 
are great and big in themſelves, and value themſelves in Propor- 
tion to their Capacity and Reaſon ; they are always ſway d by 
© their own Counſel, and ſtrong in their own Eyes, and Opinion. O 
* my God, I thank thee with J=sus Cnxlsr, that thou hideſt theſe 
© Secrets from the Wiſe and Prudent in their own Eyes, but revealeſt 
© them with Pleaſure to weak and humble Souls! *Tis only Children 
thou art familiar with; Children in Malice, and every other Vice; 
but behaveſt towards others in their own Way: They will have 
Knowledge, and other ſplendid Virtues ; thou giveſt them ſhini 

* Parts, and makeft them a fort of Heroes; but this is not * 

8 Ss ar- 


© Portlon 3 there is fontething more hidden for thy'dear Children 5 


: © they lean, as Jobs the beloved Diſciple did, upon thy Boſom. 


If theſe Arguments, drawn from a ſenſible Experi 
6f' Gop's ion in the Soul, convince not the Reader; if he 
be not one of thoſe who think to have eternal Life by the Scriptures, 
yet will not come to Chats, that they may have Life; he would 


do well to examine and ſee, if be is not in the State the Author bim- 


felf ance was in; ſeeking for Gop without, and never think to-find 


him within. I tried, ſays he, by collecting in my Mind all the 
wonderful Works of Nature, to frame an Idea of thy Grandeur; 


© I ſought thee among thy Creatures, and did not think of finding 
© thee in my own Heart---where thou art never abſent.  Confider 


* theſe Things, my Soul, and ſhut the Door of thy ſenſual Deſires, 


© that thou mayſt hear what Gon the Lord ſpeaks ; and with the 
© Prophet Samuel ſay, Speak Lon, for thy Servant heareth. Let not 
* Mofes, nor any of the Prophets, ſpeak ; but do thou rather ſpeak, 
O Loxp God, the Inſpirer and Enlightener of all the Pro ! 
* for thou alope, without them, canſt perſectly inſtrut me z but 
© they without thee, can profit nothing. They ſound forth Words, 
* but cannot give Spirit ; they ſpeak well, but if thou be ſilent, they 


inflame not the Heart; they teach the Letter, but thou openeſt 
© the Senſe ; they bring forth Myſteries, but thou unlockeſt the Mean- 


ing of them; they declare thy Commandments, thou helpeſt us 
* to fulfil them; they ſhew the Way, thou giveſt Strength to walk 
in it ; they act outwardly upon us, but thou enlightens and in- 
* ſtruts the Heart; they water, but thou giveſt the Increaſe ; they 
—— the Ear with Words, thou giveſt Underſtanding to the 
eart. FL | : 

Thus, my dear Fellow-mortals, I would hope by this Time you 

are all ſenſible that you have a Portion of Grace or Light, which 


has manifeſted Sin and Folly to you ſometimes in the Cool of the 
Day, when you have been a little ſequeſter'd from your Diverſions ; 


lien then, I beſeech you, to its Voice; it will ſpeak, as I ſaid 
before, as never Man did ; it will tell you all you have done, and 
eontinue to reprove when you do amiſs. This is the Voice of that 
Prophet which Moſes told the Children of [fac would be raiſed up 
amongſt them: A Prophet foall the Loxp your Gor raiſe wh 
of your Brethren, like unto me, him fball you bear in all Things. Ani 


rohe ſor ver vill not lar this Prophe', be ſhall be cut off from among 


rhe People, Acts ili. 22. 3 Et 
Hearken, I beſeech you, to his Voice; receive him in his ſpi- 
ritual Appearance ; kiſs the Son while he offers his Grace, left he 


de angry, and cut you off in the great Sin of Uabelief, in his 


Power to cleanſe you from all Unrighteouſneſs. | 8 
I don't purpoſe to particularize or conſider ſingly every Sin the 
corrupt Nature of Man is liable to; yet as there have ſeveral Inis 
quities occurred to me which I have noticed; ſo I ſhall, as it now 
preſents to my Underſtanding, make a brief Obſervation on that 
black and cruel One, of Detraction, eſpecially as J WW 
; h | 1 obierred 


ienco and Feeling 


unto you, - 
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obſerved how many fall into this Miſchief inconſiderately, without 
thinking it of ſo cruel and evil a Nature as it really i is ; this noxious | 
Weed being the Product of moſt Countries, I can't forbear putting 
you in Remembrance how many able Pens have been employed, o 
eradicate it, by Reaſons and Arguments, ſufficient abundantly to con-- 
vince us of its hurtful Nature, and give us a juſt Abhorrence of i ity 
as an Injury done to our Neighbour ſeldom fails to recoil apon our 
ſelves at one Time or other; for he that diggeth a Pit ſhall fall into 
it, and he that rolleth a Stone, it ſhall return upon him. And as 1 
have noted, this Vice has been expoſed to the World long ago, in its 
hideous Forms and cruel Conſequences, I don't here preſume to think 
myſelf capable of painting it in more gloomy and diſagreeable Shapes 
than others have done. 

What I would remark i is, That ic is to be feared many don't pe- 
ruſe carefully the Scriptures, and other Books, on the Subject of Mo- 
ral, as well as Chriſtian Virtues; or at leaſt do not ſufficiently conſi - 
der them ; for did we but rightly and juſtly reflect on this Precept of 
CurisT's; Thou Halt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf, One would think' 
it might be ſufficient to prevent the Mouth of Envy, Malice, Infamy 
and Detraction, from ever being open'd ; and were there but Room 
for this Reflection in any Interval of ſuch Converſation, how wou'd - 
it filence all Uncharitableneſs! CHaisr mentions our Love to God in 
the firſt Place, and in the ſuperlative Degree; and in the next, Love 
(or Charity) 2e our Neighbour, as the two (molt material) Command 
ments (or Points) on which depends the Law and the Prophets, And he 
has left us this Injunction, which is ſtiled he golden Rule, and ought: 
to be an inviolable One, Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do 
unto you, do you even the ſame to them.“ And on another Occaſion 
adds he, A new Commandment I give unto you, that ye love: 
ane another.” 

And the Apoſtle Paul recommends to the Rowan: the accompliſt=o. 
ing this Commandment” in theſe Words Owe no Man any Thing, 

but to love one another; Love worketh no Ill to his Neighbour z' 
therefore Love is the fulfilling of the Law. And after enumerating' 
the Laws of the ſecond Table, he ſubjoins, “ If there be any other 
Commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this, Thou ſhalt: love 
thy Neighbour as thyſelf.” But if ye bite and devour one another, 
take heed that ye. be not conſumed one of another.“ 

The Apollle Fames tells the Believers, if they fulfill'd the royal 
Law according to the Scripture, © Thou ſhalt love thy N I as 
thyſelf, ye do well. 

And the Apoſtle Paul, giving the Romans and Galatians a Cata- 
logue of the Fruits or Lins of the Fleſh, among others he mentions - 
" Packbiring, Envy, Whiſpering, Malice, Emulation, &c.” And 
he exhorts. the Epheſians to put away ** all Bitterneſs, Wrath, Cla- 
mour and Evil-ſpeaking, with all Malice; and be ye kind to one 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one einn as Gov for CnRIST's 


Sake _ ven ou.” | 
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And the Apolile Peter, dehorting Chriſtians from the Breach of 
Charity, ſpeaks after this Manner; Wherefore laying aſide all Ma- 
lice, Guile, Hypocriſy, Envy, and all Evil-ſpeaking, by which you 
will become as new-born Babes (innocent and pure) fitted to receive 
(ar delve) the Gncere Milk of the Word, that ye may grow there, 

| | WS þ | 
And next let us obſerve, how that St. Pax/ exalts this Love to 
Gop, and Charity (or Love) to our Neighbour, above all other Gifts 
and Virtues : ** Tho' I ſpeak with the Tongue of Men and Angels, 
and have not Charity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling 
Cymbal. Tho' I have the Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all 
Myſteries and Knowledge; tho! I have Faith, ſo as to remove Moun- 
tains, and have not Charity, I am nothing. And tho' I beſtow all 


my Goods to feed the Poor, and tho' I give my Body to be burned, 


and have not Charity (if I don't give and ſuffer from this Principle of 


Love to Gop and my Neighbour) it profiteth me nothing. Charity 


or Love ſuffereth long, and is kind; Charity envieth not (the Hap- 
pineſs of another) Charity vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth 


not bebave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own (Honour or Reputa- 


tion) is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth not in Ini- 
quity, but rejoiceth in the Truth, or (when any act to the 
z0ſpel of Car15T) beareth all Things, believeth all Things, (all the 


Good jt hears, or can have any charitable Grounds to think of 


others) hopeth all Things (that if our Neighbour is bad he may 


mend) endureth all Things — as all Things work together 
30D. This 


for Good to them that love Charity never faileth ; but 


Whether there be Prophecies they ſhall fail; whether there be 


Tongues they ſhall ceaſe ; whether there be Knowledge it ſhall va- 
niſh away. . And now abideth Faith, Hope and Charity, but the 
greateſt of theſe are Charity,” as it will continue when Baith ſhall 


end in Viſion, and Hope in Enjoyment. Yu 


And now permit me to recommend to you a ſerious Peruſal of 
theſe, ' as well as other Paſſages of the Holy Records, which were 
written for our Learning and Inſtruction: And amongſt many which 
I might mention, who has wrote againſt the Sin-of Detraction, the re 
is one in the Collection called The Lady's Library, worth peruſing, 
as the Ar ts ſeem ſounded on Chriftian Principles and Doc- 
trines, and the Reaſoning obvious and convincing. But ſuffer me 
now, without Offence, to mention a Thought I have often had, 
when 1 have been reflecting on this Fault in both Sexes. As I endea- 
vour to cheriſh a more charitable Opinion of Mankind, than to think 
any Perſon can delight in Evil fimply as Evil; ſo I would fain hope 
few are of ſo cruel Diſpoſition, as to receive a Pleiſure in hearing 
the Errors and Miſcarriages of their. Neighbours related. And if any 
be guilty of the ſame Fault, or any other, our Brother may be cbar- 
ged with, the Company of others in Evil, will by no Means-extenu- 
ate our Crime, or render ſuch leſs culpable in the Sight of God, or 
leſs odious to good Men: But, on the contrary (if I may be allow!d 
the Expreſſion) che Confederacy againſt Heaven is the more 8 


ani: -- . 
ned by the Number of its Enemies, yet tho" they join Hand in 


Hand, they ſhall not go unpuniſhed: However, I have put the Con- 


duct of People of this Character on 4 more charitable and favourable 
— for I have cer of that theſe'Sorts of Coverſations, or 
rather Conſpiracies, againſt our Neighbonr's Fame, proceed from 4 
_ Defe& of that ſolid Nontiſhinent 15 Author I have before cited 
ſeems to recommend, and I have ſometimes thought, that it is our 
. Ignorance of other Matters, and better Subjects, which occaſions 
our Neighbour's Conduct to be fo frequently the Topick of our Con- 
verſations ; bat I wou'd not be underſtood to call in Queſtion the Ca- 
pacities of either Sex, and wou'd only defire the Liberty of giving 
a Caution again the Mifapplication of your Talent or Talents. 
This appears to me to be the Fault, People's <mploying their Fa- 
culties ſo much, not only on vain, and trifling Subjects, but frequently 
on pernicious and hurtful —_ ſo that A 


85, ey have no Room nor 
Leiſure to attend to more uſeful and important Subjects; and as I have 
faid, that tho“ we may not be chargeable with the ſame Fault our 
Neighbour may be guilty of, yet the Apoſtle Pau tells us, All 
Mankind have ſinned, and fallen ſhort of the Favour of Gov ;'* and 
therefore all who have not yet fincerely repented and amended their 
Ways, have need of Repentance and Forgiveneſs. But if any com- 
mit an Evil, how are Chriſtians to act in ſuch a Circumſtance? Are 


we to expoſe, blacken and defame our Brother, or to rejoice in his 


Miſcarriage ? No ſurely ; the Goſpel of Cuxis r and his Miniſters 
teach other Things. | | | tit ee 

* Brethren, if any be overtaken with a Fault, you that are ſpiri- 
tual (endeavour to) reftore him; How ? In the Spirit of Meekneſs, 
conſidering, leaſt thon thyſelf be alſo tempted,” let his Miſcarriage 
Excite our Compaſſion towards him, and Caution towards ourſelves ; 
and bear ye one another's Burthens, and ſo fulfil the. Law of Cnatsr, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf; and whenever we call 
in Queſtion our Neighbour's Conduct, let us remember we are firſt to 
be ſpiritual ourſelves, walking in all God's Commandments blame- 
leſs : And agreeable to the Doctrines and Principles of Cukis r, let us 
firſt pull the Beam out of our own Eye, and then ſhall we. ſee clearly 
to take che Mote from our Brother's. And when we are converted 
then ſhall we be fitted to ſtrengthen our Brethren : Thus the royal 
Pſalmiſt petitions the Almighty, ** Create in me a clean Heart, O 
God, and renew a right Spirit within me: Then will I teach Tranſ- 
greſſors thy Ways, and SinnersYhall be converted to Thee. 

I ſhall now mention another particular Evil, not only as I find it 
greatly blam'd by others, but as it has often been Subject of Con- 
cern to me when I have obſery'd this unnatural Conduct, which re- 
lates only to the Female Part of the World, ſo juſtly chargeable on 
them : Bat which- I would charitably hope they have not yet many 


of them ſeen, or at leaſt reflected on the great Miſchief it produces, 


both to themſelves, and their Offspring. The Fault I mean, is Ne- 
glect of Duty, and natural Obligation to our helpleſs Infants, which 
is fo obvious at their firſt Appearance in Life, when we deny * 
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that Nouriſhment Nature has provided for them, and by framing 
{ome inſignificant Excuſe, forſake and leave them to others, | 
This inhuman Treatment of our tender little Ones, I can't 
 helpthinking has its Foundation in Pride. Natural Affection to our 
Offspring ſeems blendid with our very Conſtitution ; and it appears 
to me we muſt uſe uncommon Violence to ſeparate it from our Make. 
But behold the Effects of Pride! what Miſchief is there-that it is not 


. of ! Even a few Weeks after our tender Babe beholds the 


ight, left it ſhould occaſion us ſome extraordinary Trouble and 
Care, or prevent ſome little Delicacy in our Shape, or Dreſs, or de- 
tain us from making unedifying and impertinent Viſits, c. we con- 
fign the poor Innocent into the Hands of a Stranger, to be foſter'd by 
Women, oftentimes, of ſavage 'Tempers, and vile Affections, which, 
ſome are of Opinion, the Infant imbibes with its Milk; tho' I can't 
conceive this, as I apprehend we are not Sinners by Conſtitution, but 


Corruption. However, it is manifeſt, and often happens, that the 


Child imbibes an unwholeſome Conſtitution from its Nurſe: And, tis 
the Opinion of ſome, that the Death of many an Infant (in other Pla- 


ces at leaſt) may be chargeable on their Parents, on this Score; as al- 


ſo when the Nurſe proves careleſs and negligent in her Office; and 
that this has been frequently the Caſe, few will deny : For how can 
we reaſonably expect that a Stranger ſhou'd take that due and tender 
Care, and faithfully. diſcharge ſo troubleſome an Office, which a Pa- 


rent, ſuppos'd'to have a natural Engagement for her Infant, declines 


and reſuſes, for this very Reaſon to take upon her. I, who am a 
Parent, have been fill'd with Aſtoniſhment at the Parent, and Com- 


* towards a Child, when I have beheld the delicate Mother 


ſit unconcern'd and unrelenting, at the Time her little Offspring 
has been uttering its tender Complaints, and, as it were, petitioning 
the obdurate Parent with its little Eloquence of Tears for its own Sup- 
port, provided by Nature, without her Care or Trouble. | 
Dr. #hitby, in ſome Obſervations on Things natural, to explain 
and illuſtrate his Subject, has theſe Words; Tis natural, /ays he, 
for a Woman to ſuckle her Infant, becauſe Nature has furniſh'd: 
© her with proper and ſuitable Means of Nouriſhment for that Pur- 
© poſe.” But had that Auhor lived till this Day, he had poſſibly 
been told Nature had changed her Order, and generally with. 
held and denied the common Means. It has often been Subject 
of Reflection to me, when I have obſerved that Women pretend 
they are ſo univerſally diſabled, tha: they are incapable of taking 
upon them this tender Office, and diſcharging the natural Cbliga- 
tion of Suckling their Children. The general Plea is, want of 
Milk, or Tenderneſs of Conſtitution, which renders them unfit to 
take upon them ſo troubleſome an Office: But as often as I have 
obſerved, examin'd, and traced ſuch Pretences and Excuſes for this 
Cruelty, _ I have found (except in ſome few Inſtances) they abſo- 
lutely center in Pride and Self. love. | 5 | 
- But I only propoſe by this ſhort Remark, to remind ſome, and 


inform others, that this unnatur. 1 Conduct has been - juſtly con- 


demn d 


nee. ese ese a. 
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demn'd by Archbiſhop Ti/lorſer, to whoſe Diſcourſes, on the Educa- 
tion of Children, I would refer you. However, he (as well as 
others) does not propoſe Impoſſibilities to any; on the contrary, he 
goes far in admitting real and reaſonable Pleas and Excuſes; but 
where none of theſe appear, he is of Opinion, tis every Woman's 
indiſpenſible Obligation to nouriſh her Infant at her own Breaſt. His 
; nts are brought from Nature, Scripture and Reaſon; and I 
heartily wiſh every Parent, in this Circumſtance, and of this Character, 
may peruſe them impartially and candidly; and that they may have 
the good Effect of reſtoring that natural Affection and Tenderneſs, in 
the Female Part of the World, which has been ſo long loft. e 
And before I conclude this Obſervation, I ſhall Tranfcribe a Paſ- 
ſage from a Pamphlet lately printed in Linden, entitled Britain's Re- 
membrancer ; wherein the Author (whom J have heard is a Nobleman) 
propoſes a Method for improving the preſent unhappy Situation of the 
ation and Kingdom of Great- Britain ; and ſhews that the Calamities 
— . in, are the Effects of the Vices and Irreligion which 
prevail among the Inhabitants; againſt whom he brings a general 
Charge: And then in a particular Addreſs to the Women, he takes 
the Liberty of telling them, That no ſmall Share of the national 
Guilt is chargeable on their Account, as ſays he, 
Tou have given up yourſelves to Pleaſures, Theatrical and Muſical 
Entertainments, to the Neglect not only of all that is ſpiritual and ſacred, 
but alſo of thiſe Domeftick Cares which are 2 proper Province. The 
unavoidable Effect of a'conflant Purſuit of theſe publick Diver ions, muſt 
be intirely to pervert your Minds from what is the only natural Sphere of 
Womankind, and what they were originally intended for, by the Ordina- 
tion of Heaven; abo form'd you for the plain and homely, but. neceſſary 
and endearing Characters, of a Wife and a Mother; and that all the 
various Ornaments of Pride, which fill a Woman's fantaſtict Brain, 
and disfigure the.native Beauties af her Perſon; and all the giddy Hours 
ſhe paſſes in a Round of guilty Follies, fallely called Pleaſure and Diver- 
fion, tend to make her more unfit for what Nature defign'd her. And 
whenever you aim at any thing elſe, than to be dutiful Daughters, Iow- 
ing Wives, tender Mothers, prudent Miſtreſſes of Families, faithful 
Friends, and pious Chriflians, you aim at ſomething uite out of Nature, 
and befide the Intention of Heaven in making you rational Creatures. 
Will Vauxhall Improve you in Oeconomy and Frugality ? Or Ranelagh 
in the domeſlick Arts that make Families happy? Will the _— 
Rant of the Play-houſe furniſh you with Maxims of Prudence? Or its 
obſcene Ribaldry flore your Minds with the Graces of Modeſty and Vir- 
tue? How long muf! you die away to the ſoft Strains of Mufic, or fludy 
theatrical Excellencies of Stage-heroes, before you wwill be the fitter Com- 
parjons for Men of Senje ? How long muſt you practice curling the Hair, 
Auttering your Fans, and ovorloading your Perſons with falſe Orna- 
ments, before your Conver/ation will be ever new, and ever entertain- 
ing to a Huſband of Knowledge and North. This, and much more to 
the ſame Effect, ſays that noble Author, to whom I refer you; and 
SIE FE | ſhall 
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ſhall only add what he propoſes-in — as the deſ Expedient to 
improve the preſent Juncture of Affairs, wiz. © Flat every Indivi- 

dual endeavour to reform One. | 

I have ſometimes. had a Concern ot my Mind to 16commend to 
your Conſideration, the Juſtice and Duty you owe: to your Children 
in another Reſpect beſide that I have mentioned, wiz. The 

tion every Parent is under to manifeſt an eſpecial Regard for their hn 
ture Happineſs of the Souls of their Children, by a religious Care in 

their — ng But I have been diſcouraged from offcring Sen- 

timents on this Subject, when I confider the little Care and Regard 
tao many Parents have for their own Souls, whoſe future Well · being 


1 to be much diſregarded by many, chough profeſing Chriſti- 


ene purpoſe t0fay much on this Sabjef yet think proper to 
offer a few Things to your Conſideration,” which tho they may per- 
haps appear trifing to ſome at firſt Sight, I have ſometimes 
thought them of greater Conſequence, than I apprehend many others 
do. That Errors in the firſt Principles. of Education (as well as in 
other Caſes) are dangerous and pernicious, is a received Maxim; for 
if we ſet ont with wrong Means to obtain a deſired End, we have 
not only loſt our own Time, but wich great Difficulty and Labour 
muſt unlearn our firſt Rules and Leſſons. 
pon reflecting on the Appearances of Anger and Reſevtment, 
which we find ſo early and ſo often glow in the little tender Brealts - 
of Infants, and the early Propenfities we obſerve in them to Pride 
And a Fondneſs for Trifles ; it has appeared to me, they may be of- 
ten attributed to the ill Example of arents, &c.-and Errors in their 
Man gement from their Infancy, as young Children we know com- 
monly imitate and act from the Example of their Parents, or thoſe 
concern'd in the Care and Education of them. 

To fay little of the ſuperfluous Ornaments of Lace, Lace-work, 
and Ribbands, which the Infunt is adorn'd with, as ſoon as it comes 
into the World, as well to pleaſe and gratify the Mother's and Nurſe's 

/anity, as that it may be admir'd by the formal and ceremonious 
Viſitors; as ſoon as the Infant is capable of the leaſt Notice, it is 
immediately preſented with a Number of fooliſh Toys, which, tho 
ſome, ſuitably choſen, may be proper to give them an Idea of natu- 
ral Things, yet I have thought there are many Trifles peſented and 
recommended to them as Things of Value and Worth, which lead 
them afterwards to entertain a Fondneſs for Vanities and Toys, that 
are more expenſive and hurtful, \ 

. By this Time, ſome little Dawning of Reaſon begins to appear in 
the Child, Care is taken to inculcate the Principles of Anger and 
Malice, Re'entment and Revenge, as the Child is inſtructed to re- 
<eive every little Contradiction, as an Injury or Affront, which he is 
2 1 enge, by giving the Nurſe the Blow to execute on the Offen- 


| N ext comes in Courſe, to 2 the Child, a String of idle abſurd 
Sonnets and Pallads, which, as ſoon as. its liſping Tongue is able to 
form Words, is taught to repeat. The 
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The next Inſtruction is, in a Catalogue of vain, amuſing Stories, 


a Relation of Fairy Tales, Hiſtories of Giants, Tom Thumbs, and 
ſuch like Stuff, are the young and tender Brains and Capacities of 


. Infants ſtyr d with; as proper Rudiments to fit them for, and intru- 


duce more ingenious Lies and Romances. | 
The next Thing Children are early inſtructed in, is Rule and Au- 


thority, by teaching, and allowing them a Superiority over Ser- 
vants. | | 
A Servant tho? never ſo judicious and capable of knowing what is 


| fit and convenient for a Child, is nevertheleſs reftrained by many Pa- 


rents from keeping Children in Subjection and Order, or croſſing and 
diſappointing their Will in any Circumſtance ; this manifeſtly teaches 
the Child a Leſſon of Self-will, which many never unlearn all their 
Lives after. 

\ The next Cruelty we are guilty of to our Children, is Flattery fat 
the ſame Time by Example or Precept teaching them many little 
and mean Artifices and equivocal Turns, unworthy a rational and 
generous, to ſay nothing of a Chriſtian Mind) this is commonly 

(ed both by Parents and Servants, by whom Children are in- 
firated, when adorn'd with all the Pomp and Vanity within the Pa- 
rent's Reach, to ſet an high Value and Eſtimation on themſelves, on 


the Score of their fine Clothes, &c..or the PerfeQtions of their Bo- 


dies, and at the fame time they are taught to deſpiſe others, by per- 
ſwading them they are both finer and handſomer than ſome others. 

And now to finiſh and compleat a modern Education, it requires 
the following Accompliſhments, viz. To be expert in Dreſs and 
Dancing, Ombre or Gaming in general, to be able to make judici- 
ous Remarks on Opera Airs, and Stage Plays, and to repeat much» 
of the Ribaldry and Prophanity they learn from thence, and reading 
Romances and other pernicious Books. 

Add to all this, the Art of Viſiting, where after thoſe preſent are 

much flatter'd and complimented ; P Abſent, on the contrary, are 
as. yngeneroufly. dealt with, and ſeverely handle. | 

- But with reſpect to the religious Education of Children, we do not 
find many Parents employ much of their Time in giving Children an 
Idea of the Supreme Being, ſuitable to their Underſtanding; and as 
far as their little Capacities will admit, inſtru& and inculcate the Prin- 
ciples of moral and Chriſtian Duties On the contrary, the Genera- 
lity of Parents, ſeem 'to think they bave ſufficiently diſcharged their 


religious Duty, if they are careful their Children are taught to re- 


peat - the Nuties the Catechiſm contains; and in the ſame Manner 
ſay over a Set of Words, entitled, Prayers for Children: which they 
neither do nor can underſtand, at the Age they are taught them ; and 


which I can't but conſider as great Impiety and Irreverence in both 


Parents and School-miftrefies, when they teach Children to ſpeak 
Words, they do not underſtand, to an Infinite Being; of which they, 
at the Time they are taught them, can have no competent Know- 


ledge, ſo as to enable them to addreſs Him at all; much leſs in the 


commonly put into their Mouths, _ . | ny 
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The Time I am confin'd to, would fail to enumerate every In- 

| Nance the Generality of Parents are culpable in, with Reſpect to In- 
Juries they inadvertently and inconſiderately do their Children, in 
their Infancy, c. but I can't without a ſeeming Abſurdity, put 
them in Mind of the Juſtice they owe their Children, when, with 

Concern, I obſerve ſo many fail in the Juſtice they owe themſelves, 

by the apparent Neglect of their own Souls. I defire them to per- 
mit me to recommend to each of their ſerious Conſiderations, the 
meſtimable Worth and Value of your own' immortal Souls, as well as 
thoſe of your Children: For wvhat is a Man profited, if be gain the. 
whole World, and loſe his own Soul ? Or what Hall he give in Ex- 
change for his Soul ? No Man can give to GOD a Ranj/om for it, ſeeing. 

the Redemption is fo precious, that it ceaſeth for ever, (Plal. xlix, 31) * 
when once it is loſt, ; 

' Twould be an inexpreſſible Happineſs, were every one ſenfible 
of this Truth; there would be then Hope that they would enter up- 
on the great and neceſſary Work our Log D recommends ; that is, 
« Firſt that our own Tree be made good, and then the Fruit, it will 
neceſſarily produce, will be good alſo: And when we find a Neceſſity 
of doing Juſtice to ourſelves, in the great Duty and Care of our 
Souls, we ſhall, I am certain, feel a very ſtrong and ſenſible Con 
cern for the real Happineſs of our Offspring. Whether the. Educa- 

tion. I have been above deſcribing, is agreeable to Chriſtianity, I 
leave all Parents, in their ſerious Moments, to conſider ; and pro- 
ceed with a Remark on the Time called Chri/imas ; which being ſo 
lately obſerved here, occaſioned me to purſue a Reflection I have 
heretofore had at ſuch Seaſons. I ſhall firſt mention an Obſervation 
of Alexander Cruden, a Clergyman (if I miſtake not) After he has 
given us a Catalogue of the Feſtivals obſerved by the u, he adds; 

In the Chr'flian Church, we have no Feſtivals that appear to have. 
Bess inflituted by CnxI1S＋ or his Apoſtles : Nevertheleſs Chriflians bave 
always celebrated the Memory of Car1sT's Reſurrection, and kept this 

Feaſ on every Firſt-day of the Meet; which auat called the Lord a. day, 
fo early as in St. John's Time: 1 was ( ſays John) in the Spirit on the 
Lord's-day. | IS "a 

However, I intend not here to enquire how, or when, this, or 
any other Feaſt, came to be introduc'd among Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity ; but only briefly to ſay, Thoſe who obſerve Days and 'Times, 
ſhould, as they profeſs, obſerve them to the Lokp. , 

You have a pretty large Account (in Late) how the Birth of the 
holy Child was uſhered in. There were (ſays he) Shepherds abiding in 
the Fields of Judea, near unto the Town 1 Bethlehem; wvatching their 
Flocks by Night. And lo the Angel of Gon came upon them, and the. 


| 
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Glory of the Lord ſhone round them; and they were ſore afraid And 
the Angel ſaid unto them, Fear not, for behold J bring you glad Tidings 
of great Foy which all be to all People: For unto you this Day is born, 
in the City of David, a Saviour, which js called CHR15T the Log. 
And fuddenly there was with the Angel a Multitude of Heavenly Hoſts, 
praiſing Gov, and ſaying, Glory to. God in the bigheſt ! on Earth. 


Peace, 


noiſy 


v1. 


Prate, Good. ai to Men !' Then ſaid 1he Shepherds let ws dete 20 th 
Bethlehem, and ſee the Thing "which is now-come 10 paſs,” and which 
the' Loy bath made known unto us; and when t had ſeen the 
Child, they ninde known the Saying abroad, and they that heard, <von- 
dered at the Things that were told them by the Shepherds ; who returned 
glorifying and praiſing Gov, for all the Things they had beard and ſeen, 
as it was told thim by the Angel : And wit eight Days were accom- 
pliſbed for the circumcifing the C Child, they called his Name Jesus (a Sa- 
viour) c, awas e named of the Angel before he was conceived in the 
 Wemb;' for this Reaſon, becauſe be fall ſave his People from their 
| Sins, Here are Glad-tidings of great Joy to. all People, expreſs d 
with the greateſt Solemnity: For 75551 ſuddenly a great Multitude o 
Beavenly Hofs appear d with the Angel, praiſing God for his Good. 
_ wall to Men ; by introducing the Means of Peace on Earth, as Gop 
is, in Cuater, reconciling the World unto Himſelf ; and blotting out 
the Hand. vuriting that was againſt them, nailing it to the Aer and 
muy Mankind into a Capacity of Salvation. 

next good old Simeon, who it appears, had been waiting for 
the Conſolation of Iſrael, celebrated the Birth of Chats on this wiſe, 
Lord now letteft 'Thou thy Servant depart in Peace, for mine Eyes have 
Jeen thy Salvation, which Thou haſt prepared before the Face of all Peo- 
2 A. Light to r er the Geutiless and to be the Glory of thy Peo- 

e Iſrael? 

Then 4 the Propheteſs, coming into the Temple, gave Thanks 
likewiſe unto the Load, and ſpake of CartsT to all them that looked 
for Redemption in Iſrael. 

And next we may obſerve how the wiſe Gentiles behaved on this 
Oceafion, when they came from the Eaſt to Jeruſalem, twelve Days 
after the Birth of our LoxD: Theſe Men tho' they were Heathens, 
and conſidered Him as a temporal King (as well as a ſpiritual Savi- 
our) ye * Him with no loud 0 clamarous Acclamations of 

frantic Joy; no Drums, Trumpets, nor Fiddles; but 
when they came into the Houſe and law him, proſtrating N 
they worſhipped him. 
And now I-wou'd beg leave to aſk the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
if they, on theſe Occaſions, act conſiſtently with themſelves, who 
tell us their Times call'd Holy-days are more eſpecially ſet apart 
for pious Purpoſes; Are they then agreeable to this Deſign employ d 
in an. Enquiry,- whether you have any rational Ground to hope you 
have an Intereſt in the Saviour, whoſe Birth you profeſs to comme- 
morate? Do you examine whether your Practice keeps Pace with 
your Proſeſſion? Do you live a Life of Humility and Holineſs, 
agreeable-to the Example our holy Pattern recommends to our Imita- | 
tion; who was holy, harmleſs, and undefiled, ſeparate from Sin, and 
Sinners ? Or, on the contrary, are not theſe Times confider'd, by 
. moſt People, no otherwiſe than Seaſons of Mirth and Jollity ? And, 
as ſuch, are they not chiefly ſpent, by Proſeſſors themſelves, in Feaſt- 
ing. and Dancing, Gaming, Jeſting and Wantonneſs; not conſider- 
ing the Work our Lokp came to 1 neither do they re. 
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d the Hand of Power that would ſave them! And among the in- 
Claſs of People, what but one continued Scene of Drunken- 

— Riot, Debauchery and Madneſs, yo to every common Ob. 
ſerver! Twould be much more ben That the Hybandmasx 
ſhould till bis Graunds, and the Artiſt following or qvorking at bis Trade, 
| than that they ſhould be thus idle, or, what is worſe, dung quickedly ou 
theſe Occaſions, when, by Reaſon of wicked Works [oof erutify afreſh the 
Lord of Life and Glory, and put him to open Shame ! 

J would once more aſk both Profeſſors and Prophane, whether 
Men, Sc. in theſe Circumſtances, can poſſibly have any juſt Title 
to the ſacred Name of Chriſtianity, while they att in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to the Nature of it? and whether this, and ſuch like Converſa- 

tions, becomes the Goſpel of our Loxu and Saviour Ixsus CugisT? 
Examine I beſeech you, theſe Things ſeriouſly, and ſolidly 4 and 1 dare 
venture to ſay, you will find, with me (who was once in the Obſer- 
vation of Times, Oc.) that all ſuch Rejoycing is Evil; And that the 
appointed Faſts and Feaſts, in the Manner-you obſerve them, are Fan 
Abomination to the Lozp, yea, his Soul loaths them! . 
have before told you, that it was not my Intention to examine 
and conſider wm 8 n the oye ne * Go 
is againſt, yet I ſhall briefly mention the Catalogue of Sins 
5 gives us, and which he ſays are the Fruits of the Fleſh * 
while People continue to produce ſuch Fruit, they cannot poſfbly 
have an Entrance adminiſter'd to them into the Kingdom of Gon. 
% Now, (ſays he) the Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, which are 
© Theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Ido- 
<'latry, Witcheraft, Hatred, Varience, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
<* Seditions, Herefies, Evvyings, Murders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, 
„ and ſuch like.“ Ard in 1 Cor. vi. 10, he adds, Theft, Cove- 
os tuouſneſs, Revileings, Extortion, &c. of which (ſays he) I have 
7 told you in Time palt, that they which do ſuch Things, ſhall not 
inherit the Kingdom of Gop.”* And in the firſt of Romans, he 
deſcribes ſuch as did not like to retain Gov in their Knowledge, by 
theſe Marks or Characters, That they were filled with all Unrighte- 
* ouſneſs; as Fornication, Wickedneis, Covetuoſneſs, Maliciouſneſs, 
& Full of Envy, Murder, Debate, Deceit, Malignity z that they 
« were Whiſperers, Backbiters, Haters of Gop, Deſpiteful, proud 
«© Boaſters, Inventors of evil Things, Diſobedient to Parents, with- 
% out Underſtanding, Covenant Breakers, without natural Affection, 
implacable and unmerciful. And to make the Contraſt or Op- 
poſition of ſuch Things to the Spirit of Chriſtianity the more —_ 
and obvious, he immediately oppoſes the Works or Fruits, which 
the Spirit of Cuxisr produces in his People, who follow 3ts Lead- 
ings and Directions: But the Fruit oft the Spirit, is Love, Joy, 
* Peace, Long - ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
„ Temperance, Galatians v. 22. And the Wiſdom which is from 
* above, (or from Gop) is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy 
* to be entreated, full of Mercy, and good Fruits, without Partia- 
* auer and without Hy pocriſy, yu i, 17.“ After the * | 


Sade gr. 
had been enumerating the Sins of the Gentiles, c. which had been 
18 among them before their Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith; 
Such (ſays he] in time paſt were ſome of you ; and he tells the Epheſi- 
ans, you hath CurIsT guicten d, who were dead in Tre/paſſes and Sins; 
avherein, in Time paſt, ye walked, according to the Courſe (or Cuſtoms) 
| of this World, according to the Power of the Prince of the Air; the 
 * Spirit that worketh now in (the Hearts of) zhe Children of Diſobedience, 
among whom alſa vue bad our Converſation in the Lufts of our Fleſh ; 
Fulfttog the Defires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind: But Gov who is 
rich in Mercy, even when wwe were dead in Sin, &c. hath quicken'd us 
together in Cuxisr JEsUs, and made us fit together in heavenly Places. 
And now it ſeems fit we ſhould examine bow this great and glori- 
ous Work was brought about and affected, wiz. by a Reſurrection 
from the Death of Sin to a Life of Righteouſneſs ; which this ſame 
Apoſtle tells us, was (and is) done by the waſhing of Regeneration an 
renewing (Power) of the Holy Ghoft (in the Heart ;) But now are ye 
waſhed, but ye are. ſanfified, but ye are juſtified in the Name of the 
Lord Ixsus, and by the Spirit of our God. LY 1 OR 
Hence we may obſerve, that theſe Believers, who were in Time 
ſ Sinners, are now, by the ſanctifying Power of Cuxlsr, and 
bedience to the Faith deliver'd, become Saints ; a le to what 
the Apoſtle Pau writes to the Chriſtian Churches, Tour Bodies (ſays 
he) are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, which is in you,” 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
The Epheſians were Fellow-citizens with the Saints, and Houſhald of 
Gop.. The Converſation of the Phi/lippians was in Heaven. The 
Colloffians were delivered from the Power of Darkneſs, ard tranſlated 
into the Kingdom of the dear Son of God. "The Hebrews were come 
to the City of the living God ; to the heavenly Jeru/ſal:m : Aud the 
Apoſtle Peter tells the Churches, that they were a-cho/en Generation, 
a royal Priefthood, an holy Nation, a peculiar People, 1 Pet. ii. g. 
But is this the State of Chriſtians in out Age? Can we ſay we are 
come to this heavenly Jeraſalem, where the great God is worſhipped 
in Spirit and in Truth? Or are we Strangers to thoſe Things that 
they experienced ; and yet perſwade ourſelves, that we are the Peo- 
le of Gop, and good Chriltians? The primitive Churches had the 
DL Title of Saints; we can give ourſelves no better Name 
than miſerable Sinners. And what is the Reaſon, that we are ſo 
much outdone by the Churches aforementioned ? we can't conclude, 
that the Kingdom of CATS, that then appear'd in Power, did, as 
the Sun in the Firmament ſometimes doth, ſhew itſelf in a Morning, - 
and bt no more ſeen. all the Day; for the Kingdom of CALs T is 
an everlaſting Kingdom, and his new Covenant an everlaſting Cove- 
nant. Neither can we conclude, that Gov hath withdrawn Himſelf 
from the Children of Men ; for he never forſakes us, unleſs we for- 
fake him; as the Clouds hinder, that we cannot at all Times of the 
Day ſee the Brightneſs of the Sun, ſo Iniquity hinders, that we do 
not remain ſenſible of the Preſence of God. The Apoſtle foreſaw, 
that there would be a falling away from the Grace in which many 
of the primitive Chriſtians were eſtabliſhed 3 and it ſoon after his 


Deceaſe came to paſs, 
1 m” = But 


© 
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But we ſay, that the dark Night of Apoſtacy is over, and we live 
in Goſpel-days again ; if ſo, where are the Fruits? We may, I con- 
ſeſs, hear Goſpel- Words; but where is the Goſpel-Power, by which 


| Believers come to be Sons of Gop ; to bear his Image in Righteouſ- 


neſs? Why are not we, call'd Chriſtians, grown to the Stature of 
them that were the Children of Heathens ? e 
The Reaſon to me is this, we have not built upon the ſame Foun- 


dation: Thoſe built on the ſure Rock, and living Foundation; on 


Cnr15T; as he in all Ages, was, and ſtill is, in a ſpiritual Appearance, 
the Light of the World, and the Life of Righteouſneſs; and taking 
his Eternal Spirit in themſelves for their Guide, turn'd from what- 
ſoever they were reproved for. Thus their finful Deſires came to be 
mortified; and ſuch as were carnal came to be ſpiritual; and this 
made them a peculiar People. Did we walk in their Footſteps, we 


might riſe to their Attainments; but if we build on Words, and out · 


ward Services, without Spirit and Life, we can never riſe. For as 
Paul ſaid in another Caſe, F I ſpeak with the Tongue of Men and 
Angels, and have not Charity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, &c. 


80 I ſay in this Caſe, if we hear Men and Angels ; if we could live 


continually under the Sound of good Words, if we have no Regard 
to that inward Light, which diſcovers Evil, and gives Power to 
turn from it, we can never mortify Sin, cleanſe our Souls, and be- 
come an holy People. The Work of Sanctification is inward in the 


Heart, and to be effected by inward Means: Nothing but inward 


Light can expell inward Darkneſs : Since Men fondly perſuade them- 
ſelves, that tho' they ſow Tares, they ſhall. reap Wheat; tho” they 
go down into the Grave Sinners, they ſhall riſe Saints ; and attain in 
another World, what primitive Chriſtians attain'd in this: Their 
Converſation hath not been in Heaven ; but in Earth : They have 
welked in Darkneſs, and not in the Light; the Gap of this World 


hath been ſerved, and not the Gop of Heaven. 


And notwithſtanding this is the unhappy and deplorable Circum- 
flance of many of the Profeſſors of this Age; yet from the Mouths 
of ſuch, how frequently do we hear Exclamations and Complaints, 
againſt the daily Growth of I»fide/ity and Deiſm! never ſo much as 
imagining that they are any way acceſſary or inſtrumental to this 
Miſchief; yet one great Cauſe thereof, I take to be, the irregular 
and unholy Lives of Profeſſors. And till ſuch can be perſwaded, 
that a conſiſtent Practice with the Religion they profeſs, is abſolutely 


Tequilite, to recommend the Chriſtian Religion; and till they pro- 


duce the moſt convincing and prevailin Argument, Example, how 


can they hope or expect to be credited by this [nfidel Race, which 
ſo much abounds ; as every one muſt be ſenſible of the Difficulty of 


enforcing a Precept (tho* never ſo laudable in itſelf) in Words, which 
in our Lives and Practice we notoriouſly deny? Therefore the onl 
Expedient that I know of, to ſtop the Mouths of Unbelievers, wi 
be, To fhew forth your good Converſation in Cur1sT Jesus, coupled 
wunh the Fear of Gov; to let your Light /o ſhine before Men, ay” they 
5 . Jeeing 
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fering your good Wark, may glorify Gov, and be excited to follow your 
£908 Example. 1 8 | 

And now dear People, having, in a broken Manner, declared to 
you theſe Things which lay as a Weight on my Mind, there re- 
mains little but to propoſe to you, to try the Foundation of your 
Faith and Hope : Truth never loſes by Examination, but ſhines with 
greater Light and Splendor: Therefore, agreeable» to, the Apoſtle's 
Advice, Examine yourſelves, whether you be of the (true) Faith; 
know you not yourſelves, how that Cys1sT IEsus is in you, except 
you be Reprobates.?” That is, (ſays Grotius) Chriſtians in Name, 
and not in Deeds.” RE) 2 8 
Do not trifle, I beſeech you, in a Matter of ſuch Importance, as 
the future Well-being of your immortal Souls! To be miſtaken in 


this Point, will be of fatal Conſequence ; Errors of this Sort being 


only to be reQtify'd while we remain in this Life; for we are poſi- 
tively told, That there is no Wiſdom, nor Knowledge, Work, nor De- 
vice, in the Grave, whither we are all baſtening. And our Lorp 
tells us, He wrought while it was Day, and excites us ſo to do, by 
ſaying, The Night cometh wherein no Man can Work. Let us there- 
fore enquire whether our Faith is ſuch an One as operates by Love: 
If ye love me, keep my Commandments, ſays our bleſſed” Lord. Let us 
remember what Obſtacles this true Faith, removed for the primitive 
Chriſtians, what Difficulties it enabled them to ſurmount. Heb. xi. 
Without this Faith (in the Power of Car1sT) it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
Gop. I will (ſays the Apoſtle James) he thee my Faith 
Works ; for as the Body,- without the Spirit, is dead, ſo Faith without 
_ Works, is dead alſo. ** Ye are my Friends (ſays Carts) if ye do 
whatſoever I command.” by RY. 
What will it avail us, tho" his outward Goſpel be taught in our 
Land, if we do not obey his Law written in our Hearts, and con- 
form to its Rule and Government? And tho' CHRIST our Log is 
the Fountain to cleanſe us from the Pollution of Sin ; yet if we re- 
fuſe to be purified by his ſpiritual Baptiſm ; If he waſh us not, we 
can have no Part in Him, nor his Merits. And indeed my Friends, 
I have taken ſome Pains, by divine Aſſiſtance, to examine and en- 
quire how I might have a well graunded Hope to obtain Salvation, 
or, in other Words, eternal Life and Happineſs. And in all my 
Enquiries and Reſearches, I have not been able to diſcover any 
other Way than this, which the Almighty continues to direct Man- 
kind. in at this Day, as well as heretofore, ** The Way of Holineſs 
thro' CyaisT,”* he being the Author of eternal Salvation to all Be- 
lievers. © Be ye holy, as I the Lode your Gop am holy; and 
„ without Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lon do: And I find I can 
be made ſo no other Way, but thro' SanQification of the Spirit, 
unto the Obedience of Faith, and Sprinkling of the Blood of Jzsvus | 
CHr1sT.” For every one who has, or can reaſonably have any 
Foundation of Hope to be ſaved by CnRISsT's Life, Sufferings, Re- 
ſurrection, Aſcenſion, ' and Mediation, muſt, by his Grace aſſiſting, 
- purify himſelf, as he is pure; as no unclean Thing can poſlibly * 


1 
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His holy Kingdom. And it is by his Grace we are faved, through 
Faith, operating by Love; * not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of 
r ef OT 
Thus, as I became obedient to the Teaching of this Grace receiv- 
end, 1 came to witheſs Mercy and Peace multiplied to me; for which, 
In great Reverence and Humility, I defire always to bleſs Gop, the 
Father of out Lorp Jasvs, for his onfpeakable Gift! and for his 
abundant Mercy wherewith he hath vifited my Soul in his Day- 
ſpring from his high and holy Preſence ; and afforded me a 

oundation'to hope for his Salvation; and T defire to give all the Glory 
to Gop, and to ſay, ** not unto us, O Loxp, not unto us, but to 
thy great Name and Power, be the Glory!“ Be ye holy, is a Pre- 
rept which contains no Myſtery; here is no Enigma to unriddle ; no 
Need of Commentators ; no Room for Scepticim, nor Controverſy ; 
but a plain and poſitive Command, ſo (cgi le, that he that runs may 
read; the Wayfaring Man, tho' a Fool (with Reſpect to the 
Wiſdom of the World) cannot etr here. Therefore ſuffer me to 
eounſel you, to break off the Sin that you find eaſily beſet you, by 
Righteouſneſs ; and your Iniquities by Amendment of Life; that fo 
your Tranquility may be lengthened, and attend yoa beyond the 
3rave. | SD | 

And to you, as I have ſaid before, who may not charge your- 
flves with grofs Immoralities, yet who prefer a Portion in this 

Life, to the durable Riches and Righteoufneſs in another; who fa 
unto Gold, Thou art my Hope, and make fine Gold your Cong. 
dence 3 who have forſaken Gov, the Fountain of living Waters, and 
hewn to yourſelves, Ciſterns, broken Ciſterns, that will hold no 
Water; who have changed the Glory of the incorruptible Being, 
and given it to your corruptſble Things: Remember, Gop will not 
: give his Glory to Idols, nor his Praiſe to your graven Images: 
*F herefore keep yourſelves from Idols, and love not the World nor 
the Things of this World; for if any Man love the World (inordi- 
nately) the Love of the Father is not in him) 
And to you who are Lovers of Pleaſure, more than Lovers of 
Gov'; who delight and place your Felicity in Grandeur, Pomp and 
Noiſe; conſider, I beſeech you, that all this will afford you no 
Comfort nor Satisfaction in a dying Moment; but, on the contrary, 
Remorſe and Sorrow : They will each one abandon you in your 
ux Extremities; and you will then ſee how you have been de- 
ded and miſtaken,” when the undeniable Meſſenger of Death lays 
his Arreſt upon you, and that important Hour aſſures you, that a few 
Moments wilt decide your Judgment, and caſt you either for eternal 
Bliſs, or Miſery ! Of whatEfteem then will be all your Pleaſures, and 
all your Toys ? The greateſt and moſt exalted of all human Glory, 
even Crowns themſelves will then be Toys.“ This then will bt 
our Rejoicing, © The Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, that in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not by flefhly Wiſdom, but. by the 
Grace of God, we have had our Converſation in this World, 2 Cor. 
I. 12. And when we look back, and make our Appeal to Gon, 
#5 good King Hezetiah did on his Death bed ; ** Remember now, O 
| «© Lory, 


% 


ö 


er Loan, I beſeeeh thee; how I have walked. before thee in Truth, 
and with a perfect Heart, and have dane that which is good in 
thy Sight. O happy State ! O glorious Condition ! May Gon 
of his infinite Mercy ſo incline your Hearts to keep his Command- 
ments, that when the Time of your Diſſolution approaches, you 
may all die the Death of the Righteous, and that yeur latter End 
may be like his! On the contrary; how will the Wicked look back 
with Horror and Affright on a Life ſpent in open Defiance and Vio+ 
lation of Gon's .Laws, or a total Neglect of and Indifference. for 
them? What will appear in ſuch a melancholy Seaſon to ſuch as 
theſe, a certain fearful looking-for- of Judgment, and fiery Indigna- 
tion, which will devour the Adverſaries of the LoD, whoſe, Wrath 
will chen be revealed in a more extraordinary Manner againſt alt 
Unrighteouſneſs and Ungodlineſs of Men. This will be a Day of 
Trial (wiz. the Day of Death) which will come on all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth ; wherein the Faces of the Unrighteous will ga- 
ther Paleneſs. A Day of Trouble and Diſtreſs! A Day of Darkneſs 
and Gloomineſs ! A Day of Awakening and Alarm] wherein nei- 
ther Silver nor Gold ſhall be able to deliver! Conſider this in Time, 
all you that forget Gov, leſt he laugh at your Calamities, and mock 
But ſame may object, this is not always the unhappy Caſe and Si- 
tuation of Sinners, who defer the Work of Repentance to a ſick ot 
dying Bed; Goo) is very merciful, and is he not always willing and 
ready to accept returning, repenting Sinners; though at the eleventh 
or laſt Hour ?—I1'fhall reply in the Words of an Author known to 
ſome of you at leaſt: Death puts an End 40 our Day of Grace, 
and determines. aur final State; then all Men muſt confeſs of what 
ighty: Conſequence it is to die well; we can die but once, and if we 
| as . undone for ever And what aye 
would make ſuch dangerous Experiments as Sinners do every 
Day, when their Souls are the Price of the Experiment? Who would 
try how long Death will delay its coming! how long be may Sin 
on, without thinking of Death and Judgment? Whether Death will 
give him timely Notice to repent ? Qr: whether God will give him 
Grace to repent And if he does, who won'd venture the Hazard 
of a Death-Bed Nepentance? Whether after a long Life of Sin and 
Wickedneſs, a few- diftrafted,. confuſed and almoſt defparing Sighs 
and Groays will carry him to Heaven, and commute for what ought 
to have been the Work and Buſineſs of our Whole Lives, wiz. a Pre- 
paration for Death : If ſuch could, aſter they have diſcovet d their 
Miſtake and Folly, return and live over their Lives again, the Ha- 
zard were not ſo great; but this: is an Experiment not to be twice 
made. If they Sm on till they harden themſelves in Sin, and are 
forſaken of the Grace of God ; if Death come long before they ex- 
pected it, and cut them off by Surprize, and without Warning; if 
their dying and deſpairing Agonies and Horrors, ſhould not prove 4 
godly Sorrow, nor that Repentance to Salvation not to be repented 
of, they are loſt to Eternity! And what Man in his Senſes — 
| erxpoſoe 
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done in two or three Days, and that the proper 
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expoſe his Soul to ſuch a Hazard as this? Who wou d not take Care 
to make his Calling and Election ſure before Death comes, and in 4 
Matter of fuch great Concernment (WIE one Gyr gan, N in re: | 


parable) to prevent Danger at a Diſtance? 
Some Men talk of Death, as if it were ® Thing 0 has oil be 
ime of doing it 
was a little before they die. But I know of no other Preparation 
for Death, but living well, which is the only ſure Evidence for 
Heaven. Men may cheat themſelves wich vain Hopes and Imagi- 


nations when they come to die; but nothing will be a ſolid F r 


on for Peace, but an univerſal Righteouſneſs. s 
Therefore 1 entreat you, the Inhabitants of this Place, to diſa- ; 
buſe yourſelves ; don't fell your Birthright on ſuch diſadvantageous 
Terms, nor barter eternal Felicity for momentary Pleaſure; give not 
Sleep to your Eyes, nor Slumber to your Eyes lids, till you are” be- 
come fit Temples for the mighty Goo of Jacob to dwell in ! Bring 
Preſents to God (who ought to be fear'd) even rhe Preſents of ham- 
ble and penitent Hear:s ; the Lozp calls for your Hearts, not for 


your Lip-Service ;' My Son, give me thy Heart; Lift ap 3 Heads, 


O ye Gates: even Ii up the everlaſting Doors of your Hearts, and the 


King of Glory will come in, and dauell with you, and you with'Him. * 
And now ſuffer me to remind you, that you no longer deſpiſe the 
Riches of God's Goodneſs and Mercy, ſince his \Long-fuffering'and 
Forbearance is defign'd to lead to Repentance. By the Mercies of 
Gop | beſeech you, that youpreſentyourſelves a living Sacrifice, holy; 
and acceptable to Gop, which is but your reaſonable Service. And 
be not conformable to this evil World, but be transform'd, that ye 
may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect Will of Go 
concerning you; which is no leſs than your Sanctification. And now 
I think fit to obſerve to you, that while almoſt all Exrope, and even 


* = Dominions of the King to whom you are Subject, are unhappily 


ged and involved in the miſerable and deplorable Conſequences 
of a cruel and bloody War, you have enjoyed unmolefted Tranquility 
your Rights at home have not yet been invaded by your Enemies; 
indeed your Properties at Sea have ſometimes been wreſted from you 
by — Men; but what is that Evil compared with the Calami - 
ties and Diſtreſſes Thouſands in Great- Britain and elſewhere have felt 
and ſuffered ? Fire, Sword, Rapine and Plunder, deſſolate Widows, 
and diſtreſſed and fatherlefs Children, have been the diſmal Effects of 
theſe unhappy Diſputes and Differences between the Powets of Europe. 
And cannot we yet diſcover a Providence in all this Deſtruction, 
which is ſuffered to prevail among Men? Are we not yet convinced 
that there is a God of Juſtice that rules in the Kingdoms of the 
* Earth, and that he is about to take Vengeance on the Nations 
and Families that call not upon his Name in Truth and Righte- | 
© ovſneſs.” | 
What greater Inducement can I propoſe to you to turn and love 
Go, than his manifold Mercies ? Do not you think they call for your 


Gratitude ? He allures _ Wi his Favours ; he _ you —. 
; me, 


8 b | 

| be fick,” and eart faint; 
your Soul's Enemy may have wounded and left you half dead ; 
there is Balm in Gilead; there is a Phyſician there, who offers you 
is Aid, and is willing to recover you from your moral and ſpiritual 
Diſorders. And tho? you may be never 16 great Prodigals, if you 
have not finned out the Day of his Grace, Reſolve upon retarn- 


ing, and the heavenly Father is ready, on your unfeigned Repen- 


tance, to receive you into the Arms of his Mercy, and to put on 
CCCCCCCCTTCC0 oro er ery 
\ Thus having brifyabſerned how greatly we are indebted to the 
hey, for his manifold Mercies; I would-widh you to examine 


der. — —ę— yet he will not always bear; but expect 
that we ſnould not only Him with our Lips, but with our 
Lives alſo : Turn then, I beſeech you, to Gon, while he viſits you 
in Mercy ; for unto his Power ſhall every hrs PER EN 
| Knee bow, either in Mercy or in Judgment. 
 F have: ſometimes. it would -be'of 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
and enquire of your own Hearts, what our Religion has done fot 


nus; or what Benefits have accrued: to us from it? Whether the 


Grace we have — has aſſiſted us 10 reſiſt the Temptations of 
our Soul's Adverſary; and whether. we are nearer Salvation 


— r ky. noe ep SY — with « Power do | 

will no lon e to us as we y it. The 

— 2 Vo wy 15 
and follow 


Grace and good Spirit, tho” it inſtruct us to deny all 
of no further Benefit to us: but as we obey its T 
its Leadings ; therefore I am gf Opinion it would not hurt the beſt 

Chriſtians; nor any others, Wuerde alt theinlelves the follow: 


is 15. e eto; fait, 


Queſtions. 

e iflrom; 
and his Goods f il'd, and a ſtronger than he in Poſſeſſion?! Have 1; 
who aſſume the Name of a Chriſtian, departed from all Iniquity? Are 


| all old Things done away For he that is in CantsT is @ new Crea< 
new Thoughts, new Deſires, new Converſa · 


tere) and do I experience 
tion, a tatal Change, all Things 


become regular, uniform and conſiſ- 


tent with h and holy Calling? II CMalsr the beſt beloved of 
Po pant and mine Eyes fail for his Salvation f 


my Soul? Does my Heart 

Is my Soul athirſt for Goo ; Do I Tor his Preſence more than 
for hidden Treaſure? Do I love God ve all other Conkderations; 
n r e Do't 


* 


eturus of Love and Gratitude you have made; for Remem- 


all Denominations, — 3 


@ © 
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at , on Which we hare received. Falſe Pretenees to Religion, and a 


—— 
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live in conſtant! Obſeryarice of bis Laws2, Po. J Live in hit Feat? 
am I circumſpect in. all my Words, that II n not with my 
Topgue#: Does m Con verſation became the Goſpel of Curigr ? 
And am I carefub to: adorn h Doftrines,-arbgh: t: (profeſs to be⸗ 
eve ant he wuided by oj OLE 38d S718 „et it 

©! If upon a candid; Examination, this be che bappy State of, Fro- 
fellbts of Chriſliauity. i my Soul can rejoice with, them, lex them 
call themſtlves by what! Denomination or Sett they 
happy is: the People ba are in ſuch. a Caſe !] yea, Meded 3 
whole: Portion: is the. Go of Ya / On the contrary, if we are 
bnly frofeſſing and: not in the Foſſeſſion of Godlineſs ; if we have 4 
Form, but ate ſhſenſihle of, the Power to work a Change in our 
Hearta, our Religion as yet, has done nothing ſor us: therefore 1 
entreat all who are in this Caſe, to conſidet, tis an unfit State for 
Heaven ; for if we: have not witneſſed a: being created a- new in 
Onnisr Ir sus; boi of the: 1 Word of God; 
known a Death unto Sin, and a new Birth unto Righteouſneſs; born 
again of the Spirits: aa. paltivery W dannot entet into 
the Kingdom of Go. el 


Let the Time paſt thed ſuffice ; nnd for the fate reovble your 


Diligence; and no longer hold the Truth in U nriglitcouſneſs;: walk 
eircumſpectiiy as wiſe; redeeming the Time The Kingdom of 
God ddes not: ſtand in Form, but in Power; "-melcher is Religion to 
dd:taken; up by Fits and Starts, as it ſuits our Leiſure and Conxeni- 
ency ; nor by Imitation; but Conviction; we muſt cleave to God, 
with fyll-putpoſt: of Heart; What our Hand finds neceſſary. to do in 
this: great Buſineſs. of Salvation, we muſt do it with all our Might; 
we Muſt not indolently ſeck, but (by Gon s Aſſiſtan ce) ardentix 
Arive. to enter the Kingdom: of Gop.. Our Talent muſt gain ano- 
ther Talent; ſeſt as che uprofitable Servant was, we be depri ved of 


Belieſ of the Truchs of the Goſpel, wil be of no Advantage to 
41 Crying Lon pb, Lon, will not. avail if we dd not the Things 
which dis Precepts ethoin: No Man can truly call Cuxtsr Load; 
bur ſocheas . — bis Rule. and Dominion in their Hearts, bringing 
hem. into S0bjectioh to his Power: Not the Hearers of the Law, 
th Doers; ſbatl he juſtißed: Not he chatzhears Cua ier 's Bay. 
ings, but he that doth them, is accepted . 
„Ona memorable Pctafion the; ſacred Hifdry ihforcis us, the Al- 
mighty: [the Veiee of the Children of ue Words, when 
they Apake to. Mofes; and he tells him that the:Pebple had Well daid 
all that they had: ſpoken; but knowing the Infincerity and Incon - 
_ fancy, of their, - Heatly he. ſaith, 94 that there were ſuch an 
«Heat: in ibem, that; they would feaf before me, and keep my 
4 Coohapdments a, that - may be well with them and their 
v, Children for eden \"! - vi © {406 xn 
1: Religion is an Hearts Wark, it muſt * bets and carried on and 
compleated tiere: Nothing)bat kreping Gon's Commandmenta will 
- Entitlewgita his Fav bur Nothing ſhort of having ed our Part 
Mane Chriſtian Warfare, and obtained a Vidory over Sin, will 4 
title 
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file us'to a Crown o“ Glory : Nochteg leg than being tric ah 
faithful Members of Cn Is T's Church Militint here on Earth; uf 
ever admit us Members of his Church triumphant in the Heavens: 
Tis de thoſe that ovetcoint that our LoD Will give to fit with Rim 
in his Throne; even as he overcame, and is fit down with his Fa: 
©A'belig convinic'd in our Judgments of God's Goofhheſs, We; ai 
that his * are rightęqus — ether, and are wa 0 8 
obey cem, is not Converſion. "Faith iS not Practice; cherefhre 
to your Faith virus, ts Virtue Koewledge, | th Rnowledhe Ti, fr nee, 
to Temperance Patience, ' to Patience Godlintft, % Codes Brother 


TOE AMES 


Kindneſs, rg Brotherly Kindneſs Charity. ' 


Thüs, thy dear Friend and Neighbours, I have declar'd in great 
Truth abd Jaber y earneſt Gere aal Deli fob ME * 


Happlneſs of the Inhabitants of my native C6untry in general; «and 
king an eſpecial and peculiar Regard for 1 org Erick 
F a Series of Years, when I have reflefted'on the ory - >" þ 
oF your miſſing Heaven and Happineſs thro" Tnadvertency,' Inconft 
deration, and an inordinate Love for the Things of this Life, it has 
been Subject of Mourning to me; and 7 as 1 havethrough 
Mercy ſeen, that when I was in the like Sirvation, how dangetbus's 
ne it was, and that all who are in this uthappy Caſe, ſtand indeed 
in flippery Places. And many a Time has my Soul grieved ſecretly, 


« 


when 1 Lac obſerved the Purſuits of fach, re 8 — — 
nning after Vanities, and purſuing Lies (which will indeed deceiye 
ind turning A Boks u Co's Sites of Love, and refuſe to Tet 
him put Bis Beauty an them, and, to make them glorions within 3 
and'fince I have witneſſed the great Diſproportion between the Loye 
of Gov, and the Love of the World, I am the more earneſtly con-" 
cern'd to invite you to come taſte and fre of the, Goodvels of che 
Lozp*; O make but Trial of his Love, and/you'll ſay the que half 
was — you. Then will you find the moſt exalted Happineſs 
this World can Jehan in be nothing but Vanity, yea, lighter 
than Vanity; ind were you once in Poſſeſhon of the Loye of Gov, 
you'd be ſenſible chat you inherited Subſtince, fubſtantial Joys, un- 
ſpeakable Delight, Satisfaction and Peace. par 


Of that this unutterable Love of Gop might be once impreſs d 
and eugraven on your Hearts; Then wou d you copfeſs with me, 
that one Day in his Courts, Preſence and Favour, is better than a 
Thouſand ſpent in the Enjoyment of earthly Delights and Pleafures. 
Bat now I wbuld ſtop a while, and alk, If you have not been 
cheated by deluſive Hopes and Promiſes of obtaining Satisfaction 
from temporal Enjoymerits ? Have you never diſcover'd their Falla- 
cy ? Have they not vaniſhed into Air, even when you fancy'd'your- 
ſelves juſt in Poſſeſſion? And don't you find they leave diffa- - 
tisfied and uneaſy ?'I am certain this is the Cafe with maby 7-yo | 
tuo 


ſtill feel a painful Vacancy, even in the midſt of your fenſual + 7 
and temporal Enjoyments 3 ym be aſſured (I ſpeak by * 


Bo and Father of our Lord IEsus CurisT may give unto you 
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tho? ſhort . ) ; Ahort af the Approbation and Favour | 
of Gon, and a P of his Love and Peace, can ever poſlibly 


I have told you already, that I have felt Trouble an Anxie- 
ty of Mind on your-Account ; but tho my Head were Waters, and 
mine Eyes a 22 1 * I. or 2 
weep continually Day a ight for you, you may reſt in t 
Day of Trouble; yet another's Concern cannot do this great Work 
for you, without your-own Hand in the Buſineſs which relates to 
your Soul's Happineſs ; ſince an inſpired. Apoſtle aſſure: you, yo 
muſt, by Divine Aſſiſtance work out your own. Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling: For no Man can redeem his Brother, nor give to 
Gov a Ranſom for his Soul. I may (as I do earneſtly) defire your 
Happineſs, but I can't procure it for you. I may wiſh- you  Hea- 
ven, but I can't obtain it for you: Yet I. earneſtly pray, That the 


the Spi- 
rit of Wiſdom, and Revelation of the Knowledge of himſelf, b 
(rightly) to know 7s eternal Life ; that the Eyes of your Underſtand- 
ing may be enlighten'd, and that you may know what is the Hope of 
bis Calling; and the Riches of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints; 
and what the exceeding Greatneſs of his Power to us-ward who be- 
lieve, according to the working of his mighty Power, by which he 
has vanquiſhed and brought down all the firong Holds of Sin and 
Satan in the. Hearts of them who confide in his mighty Arm, which 
zz now extended over you for good; Gop has viſited, and called you 
often, and now waits to be gracious to you: The Almighty I 
| fay, has long viſited and try*d you by his Mercy and Forbearance; 
He has ſpoke to you by the Voice of his Holy Spirit, which ſome 
of you have neglected, overlooked and quenched : Hath not Wiſ- 
dom long utter d her Voice, even at your Doors? Is ſhe not come 
up into your Chambers? Does not Underſtanding cry in the moſt 
' ſecret Receſſes of your Conſciences, ſaying, How long. ye imple Ones, 
«will you love Simplicity, and Scorners delight in Scorning, and Fools 
| hate Knowledge ? Turn you therefore at the Repro of Inflirufion, 
«which is the Way to Life ; and then behold he will more abundantly 
pour out of his Spirit upon you; and if ye hearken and obey his Voice, 
de. will make his Words and Will known to you; on the contrary, 
| If you continue to refuſe and rebel againſt his Light and Truth in 
- your inward Parts, the Conſequence is ſure, He will certainly for- 
fake and leave you to your own Delufions ;\ becauſe he hath call'd, 
and you refuſed 3 he hath ſtretched forth his Hand, and no Man re- 
ds ; but have ſet at nought all his Counſel, turn'd his Word be- 
ind your Backs, and will none of his Reproofs. ' 
Therefore unleſs you return and repent, with all your Hearts, and 
. amend your Ways and your Doings, he will, when your Diſtreſs 
comes upon you, laugh at your Calamities, have you in Derifion, 
and mock at all your Fears. 5 
But I fervently pray, that this may never be your deplorable Con- 
dition; but that you may be, not only the Viſited, but er 


"OE: In | 
| ed of the Lonp! not only the Called, but the Choſen of Goo ! And, - 
in order to make your Calling and Election ſure, take to yourſelves * 
the whole Armour of Gov, that you may ſtand againſt the Wiles of 
the Enemy of your Soul's Happineſs ; Having your Loint- girt about 
avith Truth, and having en the Brea 22655 of 27 Righteod neſs, and 
Jour Fer bu , the f. ration of ; but, above all, tak- 
the Shield of Faith, 0 you'll be 1 te withfland-and gi 
af the fs Darts of the Wicked Ont: and take the Helmet of Salva- 
tion, and the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word (or Power of 
Gop; Finally, What/cever Things are true, whatſoever Things are 
honeſt, der Things ry juſt, whatſoever Things are Jovely, 
"vhat/oever Things are of eport ; if. there be any Virtue, if there 
Moot gp e H But we maſt 
remember, in al theſe Things, that Gov be our Alpha and O 
His Love muft be the Motive, and his Honour the End of all our 4227. 
ons; and then the Gon of Peace will be wwith us, and bleſi us. To 
_ Him, and to the Word of his Grace, I commit and commend you, afſur- 
© ring you, my dear Fellow-mortals, that my fervent Defoe ants nxfrignad 
Prayer, unto the God of 8 Life, for you all, is, . wy 
faved! | 


| SOPHIA HUME. 
-Charles-Town in South-. * 


Carolina, be 30th of the 
Tenth Month, 1747. 
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"Divine Loves If 
COMMEMORATED. 


| The = UTHOR unknown to me. 


HOc can Arnhem the redeeming _ 3 
7 Act of univerfal Loye? 2 | 
Human Thought, though ever teeming, Han . 
Yer will inſufficient prove. Cs 1 


Holy Angels ever lauding 
Of the great and wogd'rous Scheme, | 
Seraphs, hymning and ag lauding, 3 
Never can exhauſt the 3 heme: ©, 5 77 | I 


Ol the Heigth = ab CS 
O ! the Len 1 and 8 . bow treat? | 


Generations pa 
Will the Bliſs paige 


Sure the Father's Love was burning, 
Io poor loſt and helpleſs Man, 


- Anxioas for his fate returning, 
- * Laid the meditorial Plan. 


46 Nor leſs. was our Sure bad e 


Who ſevere Obedience paid, 
Dy d to obtain the Holy Spirit: 
For his Creatures _ Aid. 


Now, above, makes reren, 
- That the penetential Mind, 
Who makes unreſerv'd'Confeffi a, 
And reforms, may Patdon find. 


| Wretched Man, if ſuch Careſſing 
Work not on thy brutal Heart; 
If thou ſpurn'ſ the heay'nly Bleſſing, / 
I Thou will not in it have Part. 


\ Blame thy Conduct, charge not Heaven, 
On thy Head thy Blood will lie: 

Every Help to thee is given © . 
Suiting Man's free Agency. 


Do not for a Moment's Pleaſure, 

Forſeit this thy dear-bought Right 
Jo the Joy and endleſs Treaſure, . © + 
Which the Goſpel brought to Light. 


| Uſe thy Reaſon, Grace aſlifting 
Every Faculty within; 
Thou ſhalt know: ©brave: reſiſting? . | 
Al the deadly Powers of. Sin. | = | 
Taſte Ret oj Schelle EEE 
Faith witch gehüine Wat adorn; 


Virtue has erexnal Gabe 
Freſh and biting ee Nen, 


* ie 


All her Joys bey $7 expreſſing, 

Peace that viehds 3 golden Crop; 

She's in Life the choiceſt Bleſſing, 
And in Death the grateful Drop. 


Wing 


* thy $ 1. and qualify her 1779 Fr IS IS : — 
For eie Game Hels? 


5 2 thy Tongue, to join the halle. 84 nn | 
n melodious Srains Love. e ail on 8 oY 
- Une diſclaiming Merit; an eee, | is. | 


. Fraiſe the Father and the 5 e ne 2 : 
Jointly wi with the Holy Spirit, £15 1147 exit] 5 
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